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€ The Epiftle to the READER, 
-fatisfying his defire of a fuller 


Declaration of the Chuareh-wy, 


L though our Brethren of a 
different judeement from. that 
way ,bave not all this while, held 
forth anto us, \Nhat difcipline 
they intend:. nor yet have pointed ; 
ws te any Platforme ([etled iz 


WY ES adjacent Ringdomes , bat rather 
| ol MeN |e have lured off our eye,with inti- : 
Eves < Sec MaAtIONS that they intend fome 7 


Vatiation : yct bow many, how lonz, have even dulled our 
eares with™ expoftulations for a fuller declaration of *So that 
our felvese Whofe hands’ they know) are much bound tp, School-wa. 
and our fingle felves in an incapacitie to be reprefentative fer Eflafi- 
ef others. The anwillincneffe. of Licencers to licence. our se heat | 
. tracts,and the earne/? endeavours of [ome to move complaints libros omit. ~ | 
againfe two or three of our moft moderate books, that with itt i 
hard travell gat a convoy of Licences, to cat through the Tae : 
Preffes, ave not dumb witnelfes how much our way is barred, 
and our hands tyed fhort. * And for plaintiffs to burne re- 
cords, or to lock up records, and then to tmportune the De- *Wbies wayww 
fendents to. produce thofe records, are two thinzs that can- the Church al 
© Bernards look 
AA 2 704 beyond Lyshep. | 
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not in our apprehenfion be (aid to hold no analogie. Yet with 
much (weat and wiles, fome mefencers have got through that 
Court of Guard, to anticipate, or fatisfie (if it might be) 
thofe clamourers for a\arger Narration. uote 
Church-Cevenant, dose by fome Elders of N. E. they 
have had, with (ecowds of frequent istinations, that wee 
hold with the Churchesof New England. =~ 


our gener all approbation of it. 

3. Mr. Cott6n of the Keysof the Kingdome of hea- 
farrethey approve it. 
4. The Reafons of the diffenting Brethren are in 
Prist. ; | 
5. Wee have been enformed that thofe our Brethren for. 
_ werly bavetendered themfelves, that in cafe they might be 
_ ». put into s Committee, or like meet pofture for [uch a worke, 
2 they would bring inthe whole frame of their judgements in 
~*~ abody with thetr crounds and reafons, +e 

6. That now very lately they gave in [even prepofitions 
to be difcuffed, mith promife of more. But neither of them 
was debated. Which wee alledce rather to vindicate our 
[elves of that praticular charge, then to blame men whofe 
' vedfons wee know not. | 
7. With much adoe wee have prefented you with a fuller 
declaration of all our way, according to the Scriptures, 
in this learned, yet modeft Treatife of The Way Of The 
Churches Of Chrift In New-England, crc.  Writ- 
ten-and fent over by Mafter Cotren. cmd wee doe 
in this Epiftle certifie our afjent thereunto, faving that wee 
doe mot yet fully clofe with (ome exprefsions paffim in the 
Book , before fome of wich wee minded it to note a* inthe 
lat ods es Margin 
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2, The Apologeticall Narration they have bad, with 


1. The 32. Quefions, or Church- government, and _ 


ven they have had, with our Brethrens Epiftle to st, hew ; 
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Margin. This we could not but fay and doe( pace tantiau- 
thoris ) or weecould not affert the Booke. If ali things tn 
ahis Treatife,. as now printed, doe not anfwer panctually 


word for word, tothe firft written. Copie , let the reverend — 


cAuthour, and the candid Reader pardon us, becaufe wee 
had nor the fairelt Copie, nor knew wee, till the Book was 
neér done, that there was better tobe. had, nor to this day 
yet ever fawt. ’ keen ge | 
Therefare weewere farted to fbift with this, fo as to keep 
the mind of the Authour, make it con{tare fibi, avd by an 
“Gnterpretative leavein his abfence, not only to doe as wee 
would be done by, but alfo ashe himfelfe would have doxe 
( wee are confident ) if he had been in onr cafe, or prefers 
here aS, CUT EO MM twee eee SS 
Leaft any Should insagine, that every thing inthe Keyes 
doth not fit all she Wards in shis Treati(e. to an haire, wee 
will here infert Mafter Cottons own words, in his Letter 


comming from him inNew- England to our hands in the ve . 


ry nick of time, whiles this Epiftle lay under the Pre[[e,Viz. 
¢¢ Lf you think the Draught of Church- Difcipline; which 
was fent over in your Ship, varieth from that of the 
« Power Of The: Keyes,fent over the yeare after ; 
«© vou may have fome occafion fo to conceive froma 
<¢fome difference of expreffion in Logicall Termes, 
“S bur not a jote in any Doctrine Of Divinitie , or 
«* Church-Pra@tife. So Mafter Cotton iv his Letter to 
Mafter R. M. . | 
Diverfe objections. formerly laid againft the Printiag 
of this Book ( tothe fadding of the Awthour.) Some where- 
of are now anfwered by the lace feafon of printing it. 
Others, by the necefliue of them, that con{cientionfly and 
candidly cry out fer information. Others, by the fore- 
printing of the Keyes, te open the fuk minde and whole 
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The Epiftle to the Reader. 
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phere of the Authours judgement inthis, Ochers, by that 
putting forth in print ef an anfwer to this Book, before 
this was mid- wifed by the Prefle into the world. All 
realon therefore ( mow it can fpeake ) that it fhould ax- 
{wer for it felfe. 7 | 
Wee hope wee have [stisficd the minde of the Authour 
aswell as our owne, and of others too, of the other judge. 
ment , efpectally of thefe that call for fuller Declarati- 
ons. The Lord root out of all our hearts the {pirit of 
contradiction 5 that wee call mot for Books, with a re- 
folution, rather to contute them (as wee imagine ) then 
¢othrow downe our felves humbly under the power of 


truth, | i 


Wee are now fighting Modo militari, for refermati- 
on ; bet us not therefore fight againtt it more ecclefia- 
ftico. With how much gravitie, foliditie, and modeftie, 
have Mafter Cotten, the Apologifts, the Auchours of 
32+ Queftions, er Church Covenant, and other milde 
and judicions Authors written in our caule ? But with 
what a different fpirit have the adverfe part replyed 3 
as if perfonall infectives, and imbittring a ftile, were 
Gods way of bettering a caufe, or battering an opini~ 
on? . 3 

Here #6 4 Booke fo grave and folid, that it cannot 
be juftly difpifed by ingenuous learned men. Se full of 
neceflary cafes and truths, that it cannot but bee defired 
of thofe that would be knowing men. cLAnd fo milde 
and gentle, that it cannot but be cauflefly quarrelied, if 
quarrelled by Cholerick men. Had wee not been per- 
[waded, that it would prove a wellcome Trac on all hands, 
for the reafons afore-intimated, wee conld with onr in- 
joyment of the written Copie, well have faved this great - 
travel. If it fall out otherwife, as it hath with diverfe 
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The Epiftle to the Reader. 

of the like nature; Golden Lavers, or Veffels made Com- 
mon-fhores and receptacles to be filled with all filthie con- 
remspt.wee fhall then clearly and fully de(corne mens [pirits, 

and defcry their intents in challenzing us for larger Nar- 

rations ; and fhall beware for time to come, how wee anzer. 
them with kindneffes. But if this be candidly entertained 

ofthem, then have they encouraged us in due time to tm- 

part (if God permit) a fuller Treatife of the fame fubject, 

swith amplior demonfir ations, by joynt comnfent of the Char- 

chesof Oldand New-England + azd meane while, they 

have abundantly recompenced the labour of love, of theirs 

inthe Lord. | 
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THE | 
VVay of the Churches of Chrift in 
NEW-ENGLAND, : 
Meafured by the Golden Reed of the 
SA SG ADIDASRY Me sis avi os 


CHuarvrrer. 
The Order of gathering difperfed Chriftians into a Church. 
PROPOSITION Y. SEenION TL 


=== Hae the Church which Chrift in’ his 

Reel Gofpel hath inftituted, and te which he hath 
8% committed the keys of his kingdom,the power 
GAllof binding and loofing, the tables and {eales 
SHR Il of the Covenant , the Orficers and cenfures of 
(6) fis Church, theadminiftration.of all his .pub- 


SSS ick Werlhiip and Ordinances, is, Covtss fideli- 

sm,aCommunion of Saints,.a-Combination, of faithtull, godly 

men, meeting for that end, by common and joyntconfent ,, into 

one Congregation ; which is commonly called a particular vifible 4 

Church For the Church to the which Chrilt committed the power 

of binding and Joofing, was,a company. of fuch,.( as whereof, Peter 

was one, |). Beleevers profeffing chat fairh.on Chrift, whercon (as 

- onareck ) the Churchis built, Adar. 16.18, 19. and fuch as. unto 

whom Peter, or any brother offended, might(in due order) till the q 

offence which any brother had given hum & perfikedin, Ada. 18, i 
‘ 5 | MI, ! 
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_ brabams family into Church eftate, by. receiving, 


children into fuch » Covenant with dumfelfe,, .tchongh.gn genera!l 
rermesy yet fuch: as, iwply, thefub{tance both of Chriftigns. and 


eny and their 


Church datiessGen,17-7- And after that when the, pofterity of 4- 
brabam had violated thisCovenant.in efigypt, the Lord againe 


made another Covenant. withthem, ; whereby, he took them,to be 


a peculiar people unto himfelfe inthe Wilderneffe and Mount of 
Sinai, Exod.) 19.1.5; Whence) they. were called the. Charch in..the 
Wilderncffe, At..7+3 8. Andby reafon of this Covenanr, God cal- 
leth the whole body of chat people as.his owne Spoule; / entered 
(faith he, {peaking of thattime) ste a Covenant with thee, anathoe 
becames? minty Exck, 16..8.-Moreover, the next, generation after 
them, he eftablifhed them to be his Church and peopie,by entring 
them againe into a Covenant, according re the Covenans made 
swith Abrabam, Ifaac,and facob, Deut.29-10.t0.13. By vertue of 
which Coveriant, as. wellas by the former, they, were joyned, not 
onely to the Lord, and to the, Officers (the. Pricfts and Levites ) 


which he had given them, Dent.12.19.. butalfo to.cnutuall watch- 
fulmefle over one another; Levit.19.17+, Dewt.29.18. Info much 
that through their neglect thereof, the finne,of one; Achap, was the 
finof alk Ifraed, Joth A%: jnerisvol Hein ¥ dyils = baal *y ad 
"Which kinde of Govenantivg with God,wee findediyerlly, tran. 
flated in Seripeare y and every way, fatiicient for the iconftituting 
of a godly fociery.or company to-become 2 Church unto.Gog : 
Sometimes Gddi-or his Meflengers.in his {tead, propeundeth and 
giveth: Covenant unto.a) peoples and they accept it, though nor 
in exprefle words, yet by filent confcnt, Gen. 1 7-J-D ent .29.19», £0 
the end of (Chap. 307 Sometimes the people declare ther, confent, 
and reftipulatien by exprefle words, Exod.19.8, Dent, 5« 27» and 
Pefh 2A 1G, 17,18 B1;22%4525> /Sometinmics, they. writing and 
Aealings Nebo. 33..1srall which-Govenants,:fometimes they make 
novexprofsle rermesiof cleaving to their. brethren,but qnely, in gence 
rall termes {ubmitting themfelves to every Ordinance and Coye- 
nant of God, (as inthe places alledged) sometimes they exprelly 
declare their ftedfaft cleaving to ‘their! Brethren allo, and to their 
Osicers, Neh-10,28,29,-8¢ ver,35 0 the end the.reft of the people 
~ everyone might have, knowledge they, cleave to.their Drephign, 
and entred into an Qath,&c.. in forme Wwe; account 3,21] ones aad 
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Chap +r. 
of ‘like ‘value; when a Covénant of (God is propounded and given 
on Gods part toa people, whether they receive it by filent confenr, 
or by expreffe termes, cither by word of mouth,or by writing and 
feale, and whether their cleaving to theit Brethren and Ofhcers, 


and mutuall watchfulneffe one over another, be exprefly mentio= | 


ned, or included onely in their gerierall' profeMion of fubjection t6 
all Gods holy Ordinance and Covenant ;' For we feeit evident by 
comparing the former Scriptures, that by any’one of thefe wayes 
x people is réceived and eftablifhed' to be a péculiar people and 
‘Church unto the Lord, and each of them lay hold of the fame fpi- 
rituall priviledges, and hold forth the fame holy duties, | 
Neither is there any colour to conceive this way of entring into 
Charch eftate by Covenant, to be peculiar to the Pedagogy of the 
Old Teftament ; forit is evident’by the light of nature, that all ci- 
vill Relations are founded in Covenant, For, to paffe by natural 
Relations berween Parents and Children, and violent Relations 
between Conquctours and Captives; there is no other way given 
Whereby a people ( /#s Press) free from. naturalland compulfory 
engagements, cai be tmnited'or combined together into one vifible 
body, to ftand-by mutuall Relation, ‘fellow-members of the fame 
body, but onely by mutuall Covenant ;4s'appearech between huf- 


‘band and wifcin'the family, Magiftrates‘and {abjc&ts in the Come | 


mon-wealth, fellow Citizens inthe {ame City : and therefore in 
the New Teftament, when a people whom the Apoftles by their 
miniftery had converted; were to be gathered: by’ them inro’a 
Church eftate, what did the Apofiles tlfe but combine them into 


-gne body, as one chafte Virgin and Spoute snto Chrift? 2 Cor.11. 
4, And how could that ( noc nniverfall, but particular) Church of 
Corinth be offered up inone body, ‘not as many Sponfes, as all the 


particular members of that Churchiwwere bytheir converfion, but 
as one Spoufe tmto Chrilt, but enely by joyning all together inione 
Covenint, or Efpoufage, to worthip rhe Lord Jefus, according to 


“all the Ordimiaces of his houfe ? 


_PR.o PO S.A. 


at ‘Wee conceive i t cannot feem tnreafonable that in the fume way 
by which particular godly perfons doe enter into the fellowfhip of 


the Liberty of thofe holy Ordinances which Chrift hath appro- 
Priated 
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priated to his Church; in the fame way it were meet that an whole 
company of Chiriftians fhould enter into Church eftate ; for in 
entring of them into Church eftate,the Lord calleth as well whole 
companies,as particular ‘perfons, 'to'enjoy: the like liberty of ‘all 
his holy Ordinances; the enjoyment of like liberty requireth pre- 
paration thereunto by the like duty. Inthe times of Pohu the Bap- 
tiff, fachas were rectived into Baptifme, they did firft make con- 
feffion of their finnes, ‘and'therewith of their repentance, and of 
their faith alfo in him who was:to come after him, Marth. 3.6. 
AG.19.4,5. Andinithe times of the Apoftles, Philip received the 
Eunuch unto Baptifme, not untill he had made profeflion of his 
Faith in Chrift Jefus:: A@s 8, 37. But now foras much as we all 
who arebome in'Chriftian Churches; are: bapazed itour iatan~ 
cy; and fuch as are baptized infamcs, arenotadmicted tothe Lords 
Tablein well ordeted Churches; ulbchey:have approveds‘and in 
their owne perfons publiquely confirmed chat profeffion of repens 
tance and faith, which their parents, orothers in their {lead pro- 
fefled, and ‘promifed: for then at’ their Baptifines it cannot be 
thought inreafonable, chat fuch «company of godly: Chrittians, 
having been baptized infants,fhould now dnake the like profeffion 
of theirrepentance, before they are admitted into’ Church eftate, 
which others made in the Primitive times before Baptifine, and all 
erowne up toripe years are wont publiquely:to make, (or at leaft 
ought to make) before their’ admittance to the Lords Supper. Be> 
fides when’ upon! Peters ‘confeffion of his Faith in Chmift Jefus , 
Chrift aid that upon that rocke, or foundation, he would build, 
his Church, A4ar.16.16,18. doth he not plainly hold forth, that 
eyery Chriftian Church is founded, as on Chrilt; fo on Chrift in. 
this w2y,to wit, on Chrift believed on by faith,and that faith pab- 
liqueby confefledbefore God and mem? Ae C08 


PROPOS. Je 


To theerecting of a Church, as the prefence of Chrilt is’ ne~ 
ceflary for the acceptance of it, fo ‘the prefence of neighbouring 
Gharches’and Brethren, is requificelto.cry, Grace, Grace unto it ;, 
For if Davids advertifment be (as it is ) neceflary, and of impor 
tant weight, Except the Lord build the boule, they labour in vain that 
-buildit, PAL 227.1. how much more importantts it chat the Lord 
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and practice, in the gathering of a Church ; thus it is, when 
many Chriftians arecome Over into: thefe parts, they defire to 
joyne themfclvesunto,fome Chutch or ogher » accerding tothe 


fecond ‘Propefision,-prefefling that it-was othe principal) endef 
ther comnuhy.» toenjoy the prefence of she Lord inthe liberty 
and)purity ef his Ordinances: And if the. company, of fuchas come 
together, be fowell knowne one to.another, thar.they ateJoath to 
part company; and yetde great that.shey,cannot well joyne in any 
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one Church already eftablifhed; Wwithout'too’ much impeachment 
of their ‘outward’ eftate and livelihood, the chiefelt part of the 
lands belonging to each Chureh , being prepofleffed by others be- 
fore them, they then take chat courfe which other. companies tooke 
before them , ‘they confider of entring into a Church eftate and 
fellowthip amonight them felves: And for thatend , firlt commend- 
ing themfelves to the Lord, they inquire out forme one orother of 
Eminent gifts, ufually fuch’as have been Preachers:of good eftecme 
in Exgland, who may guide and goe along with-them info great 
anaétion , and if God fee goods ‘may afterwards be: called to 
place and. Office amongft them; And then‘fach whofe hearts God 
toucheth ro'goe along with them in this wotke; they: oftem meet 
together about the things of Gedy and petforime fome ‘duties of 
Prayer and {pirituall conference together, till. {ufficient. compa 
ny of them be well fatisfied in the fpirituall good eftate of one 
another). and fo have approved themfelves to one anothers. con- 


fciences in the fighvof God sas living: ftones' fit to be laidin ithe 


Lords fpiriruall Temple, ‘which is’ his Church , according tothe’ 


firft Prepofition. | 0 : ‘ 
Now becau€ ( through-the grace of Chrift) our Chriftian Ma-: 
giftraces aré nutfing Fathers to the Church, and the Churches ale 
ready eftablifhed, areedrried not -onely witha pious defire ‘to: en 
large the kingdome of Chrift, but alfo with brotherly love: to fuch: 
as intend fo good a: work’; thofe Chriftians therefore thar defire,. 
teienter into Church-fellow ‘hip together, doe acquaint the Goe 
vernour, and, fome of the neeret Magiftrates, and thofe Chur- 
ches whichare next adjoyning ‘to them, with their interitions to 
entet into Church: fellowfhip,und crave the prefence of fome from 
amoneft them (at the day appointed, fome few weeks after) to 
helpe:them with their prayers, and-with their counfell, (if need 
fhontd:bé)::in:fo weighty: a bufinefle, ‘as being themfelves for the: 


then thofe who havegone beforé them in fuch a work 5.'as alfo. 
deGiring to approve themfelves-and their courfe;. to the confciences 
ofithe Brethren of other:Churches, chat they may more freely. 
sivethemithe right handof fellowfhip, and{o receive them to all 
Brotherly communionm the Lord, amongtt the reft of the Chur- 


shes ; and this agreeth wish the laft part.of the fift Prepofition. 
? : 30 


moft pare, leffe’ experienced inthe -wayes of Chrifts Kingdome,. 
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The order of gathering di{perfed Chriftians 
So when the day: appointed for the Charch-gatheriag is’ come, 
the perfons deputed from the ptabhenine Olimches are prefent, 
(who commonly be the teaching and ruling Elders ) and as many 
-alfo of all forts as. ate willing to: partake with. them at that time, 
the whole day is kept as-a day-o humiliation, efpecially the for- i 
met part of ityin {eeking the face of God in prayer, and. preaching 
the WordsCaccording tothe fermer part of the fife. Propofition ) 
the Brechrenofithe Church to be gathered, {electing fome chicfe 
- one among thenifelves.to be their mouth for thofe fervices ; which 
done then-or the latter part of the day, one of them, appointed 
and chofen by themfelyes to: order the worke of the day, ftandeth 
up and addrefleth himfelfe,: with the reft of his Brethren, to make _ 
profeffion -of their faith, and repentance, before the Lord, and : 
before the whole Aflembly; according to.the fourth Propofi+ 
“tion, ‘ ; | : nel Nove Se taeds jo wit 
This. done with the filent.approbation of the whole. Affembly: 
he propoundeth the Covetiantof promife, Eph. 2.12. denying al= j 
fo any fufficiency in themfelves to keepe Covenant with God, (as 
having been tranfgreffers from their youth up) they profeffe in the: 
nase of Chrift their: acceptance of the\Lord for their God, and — 
the Lord: Jefus ( thé head and: Saviour of his Ghurch.).to be theirs 
Kings Prieft, and» Prophet; and give up themfelves in. profefled 
fubjeGion unto all. his hely Ordinances , according to the Rules 
of the Gofpel ; withall they profeffe their full purpefe of heart, 
- to cleave one to another in Brotherly love, and! mutuall fubjeies 
on, according to God:; not forfaking, their Aflembly, Cburas they 
Lord fhallcall )and miniftring ene to another.(-as becomethgood- 
Stewards of the manyfold graces of God ) till they all grow up-to : 
a perfect man in Chrift Jefus. | } steals 
Having thus, or to the like purpofe propounded the Covenarit:! ‘ 
himfelfe,with the reft of the Brethren, who are to joyn in Church=!_ 
eltate, they all declare theit joynt confent im this Covenant; eis: uF 
ther by filence, or word of mouth, or writing. | nod 
Then the Brethren of other Churches finding the prefence of : 
God accepting them,by the heavenly fire of his Spirit comedowne« 
amongft them in their performanceof their hely duties s they! aps 9 
point fome from amongft them, inthe nameot all the Churches!) 
from whence they come, to reach forth unte them the right hand! 9! 
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of fellowship, teftifying their proceedingsto have been accordin ie. | 
’ to God, and the Churches acceptance of them into brotherly fel- i 
~lowship,, and exhorting them to ftand ftedfaft in. the Lord, -and:to : 
~. grow upin holy fellowsi:ip with-him, and one with another, and "i 
with the reft of the Brethren, of all tte Churches, according to N 
thefe beginnings: Arid {o Prayers being made unto God for the — He 

. pardoning and acceptance of this people., and of all the duties of ‘ 
the day; as alfo for his bleising upon themfelves, andall the Chur- : 
ches, both in this Countrey, and throughout the world, efpecially i 
~in England, a Pfalme of praife is fung. i 3 if 
Queft. What could be dunesmore,ifa Church were to be gathe- A 


red out of Infidels ? | 3 Mt 

- Anfw, 1, fa Church were tobe gathered out.of Infidels, they Wi 
were firft to be converted, that they might become belecvers, and ti 
fo fit materialls for Church-fellowship, before any of thefe could K 
“be done by them; whereas théfe here fpoken cf, are perfons con- ie 


cwerted already. _ } - 
- If it be faid again; But are not all baptized -perfons fit for 
_ Chrch-fellowship ,. as all circamcifed perfons were admitted te 
the Paileoyer ? : Ss rr 
Anfy. Therejis a difference between the Pafleover, wheretoall 
Iewes were admitted, young and old, unlefle defiled with fome , 
‘ pollution: and the Lords Supper, whereto perfons of grownex 
yeares, and fit to examine themfelyes ,| are invited; and therefore 
_neitherchildren, norignorant perfons, nor prophane, nor fcan- 
_dalous perfons,, arg.admitted te the Lords Table, nor into Church- 
‘fellowship. \ Br ‘ | 
Hf it againe. be objected, But.are not all baptized perfons 
_Church-me mbers already by. their baptifme ? 
_ 1, Anfr. No. iedles bah” Bay 
1. | Papifts and other notorious Hereticksare baptized. 
.2. And many in other Churches have cutthemlelves off from 
the Covenant by. their notorious. wickeduefle and prophanenefle, 
Pfal. 50.16. AEE weet tay i ola | ; a 
-3. A Chorch Relapfed, withall the members of af chev 
_can be accepted with God in their Church-fello~ |: oe erat) 
torenew their Covenant; which is, as it __ -vaship > are cin 
te Covenant; thefame which ineffe®” «ere anew ent ig 
co le val es “Cc <gsdone with us. 
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OF Church-Officers . pith their Election, ‘Chap. 2. 


“4. Though godly men baptized members of a pure Church, 
ate to be accounted Church-members as long’ as they continue 
their habitation and eleGtion to that Church : yér feverall bapti- 


‘zed perfons broken off from their feverall Churches, to which 
 fometimes they did belong’, and now meeting accidentally in one 
‘place, are‘not therefore one Church ‘anew. among{t thémfelves, 


“Church. rl 


* 


unleffe they’ will ‘imagine that’ Chimera of an-aniverfall vifible 
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Touching Chirch- Officers » with their election and ordina- 
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mee 11 Church being thus gathered, as hathbeende- 
BF) KS feribed, our next care'is,, that it may be fupplyéd with 
en be a all thofe Officers and Membets which Chrift’ hath or- 
xewko® dained to continue in his Church untill his fecond 
com 

his body; untill we all grow unto the meéafure of the ftarure of the 
fulnefle of Chrift, Epbef. 4. «11,925 73.-The Apoftles ,’‘Pro- 
phets and Evangelifts, they ftill continue'in’ their writings , to 
be Mafter-builders:of the Churches in’all ages , “and thetefore the 
Church isfaid to be built upon: their foundation, thar is; upon the 
foundation which they by their writings haye laid, phef. 2°20, 
but intheir Succeffors m the fame entinent calling they’ continue 
not : whence the Apoftle:fpeaketh’ 6f himfelf and! Barabas }-as 
the laft Apoftles, 1 Cor. 4.9. And whenthe new Terufalem (the 
Church of the Tewes}) cometh to’ be platited’,ir’is'not faid to be 


planted by new Apoftles, ‘but-by ‘the former twelve Apoftles_of - 


the Lamb, Rev. 2 1.19. to wit, by them, in refpe@of thei Doatrine 
: OF OF Ahla 


ftill left behind them in their writings. 


: 94) Itremaineth thetefore;that the ordinary Officers of ‘the’ ‘Church 
» whichare to continue to the-comming of ChriftTeffis §’ ate” dither 


- Elders, ( whom the Apoftlecalleth alfo Bishops, Tit. 1.5.7.44.20. 


17928.) or Deacons; of Elders’ he maketh’two forts, one fort he 


calleth 
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ing 5 for they are‘all given for the edifying-and perfedting of 
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Se: -2<¢ ‘ ana Ordination, eet 


calleth them thar rule, the other'them that labour in the Word: 
wvchther of Exhortation, as the Paftors; or of Doctrine, as the 
Teacners, 2 Tim.5.17- Forthe two forts of ordinatic: preaching .. 
Eldets; the Apoftle calleth Paflors.and 'T eachersyEph.4.1,.AAd fick... 
feverall kindes of labouring mthe Word, by the one,ina word. of 
Exhortation, by the other ina word of Doctrine, the, .Apottle ex~,, 
prefly holdeth forth, Rom, 12.758. He that’ teacheth (faith hee). 
let bim-wait on teaching, and heesthat exborteth on exbortatigis pwhich.,. 
argueth a difference oftheir funétions: by the diftinétion of their) 
proper orefpeciallactions.:.° ~ ett ii | 

Af it bedaid, the difference of thofe actions doe not argue a di-. 
verfitie of funGtions, but bork teaching and exhorting are CO-if- 
cident to one and the fame Office, as being feverall actions. of {e~.. 
verall gifts, not offeverall Officerst» seu) sogA od : 

» Aufiy. The contrary isevident from the Text; as.may appeare , 
by three fevetall reafonsfrom the words ofthe Fext.) 

Reaf. 1. Fromthe words which tae Apoftle ufeth, ere dvxxc-. 
Hav tered meegeeiars Which doe not difturbe feverall gifts onely , 
but fevetall’ perfohs,to- whom thate feverall gifts.are feverally.com- 
mitreds accotding:as the‘fame Apofile !diftributeth, the fame, cis. 
versfortsof gifts to the fame divers forts of perfons, 1 Cor, 12. 8. 
Toone (ath hee) is given aword of bifdomes (cowit, for direction 
of practice, whereto the Paftor: atrendeth) to axother the word of: 
knowledge (to wit, for direction df the judgement) whercto the, 
teacher attendeth, and both by the fame Spirit, who,diftibutesh to 
every manfeverally, verf. 11. viono vals! ake 

Reaf. 2: Though Office beone'thing jand igift to difcharge an 
Office another ,-and the aGions orexercife ofrevery feverall git 

- dhe not alwaies argue. ‘a feverabkofiice:sryet in this placegtiis the, 


{cope of the Apoftle to exprefle ‘hadifferent offices,of fandtions'oL,} 
Pallots arid’ Teachers by-theit differehwand oproper-acts 3 fox -here., 
he fpéaketh of the divers members of the Church, as.of divers | 
members of the natural body, who having divers offices, or, fun-,, 
Ctions inthe body, are toi performeldificrent proper ACLONS 9. 26r2 
cording to their different functions ;nasi mesihan ing Maily, nienibers 
(ithe) fone body (verk. 453) aind ablorine> members habe Wh OF of- 
fees (as the rranflatoroturneth. it dgchenithe Original aich,) have, 
noverreactiog or pracife, butboth exprelsingthe famemeanings) 
syed j CG 2 ~ {0 
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forwe being many are one bodyin Chrijt, and’ every one members one of ° 
another, having then (faith he, ver. 6.) different gifts (giftscompre-: 
hending both officesand grace ) whether Prophecy, lee us prophecy ae~ 
cording to the proportion of faith, or miniftery, let us wate on our minjftery, - 
whether he that ceacheth on teaching, or be that-exhorteth onextortation. 
And look then, asin the naturall body, it being the ation of the 
tongueto fpeak, it is his funétion and office tofpeals, andaor to 
fec: andit being the action of the eyeto fee, itis his fun@ion to- 
fee, and notto hear; So itisinthemembers of the body of Chrift, 
is being the action of the teacher toteach, he isto attend unto. 
teaching, notunto exhortation; and it being the a@tion of the 
Pattor or Fxhorter to exhort, he isto atrend.on exhartation,noton- 
teaching. , ee eae 
Reaf. 3. If the Apoftle {peake here sai of feveralkaGtionsor: 
exerciles of feverall gifts, but both co-incidenttothe fame perfon 
and officer in the Church; why then doth he command the Teach. . 
ef to wait on teaching ? and the Exhorterto wait on exhortation 2 
for he that performeth an action according to this gift, which is 
not peculiar to his office, but common to-him-with men of other; 
offices,is never commanded; noris it hisduty'tg attend or waiteon: > 
fich an adtion.. As ifa man havea gift of love,or mercie, orlibera-. 
litie, and according to that gift be fit to perform an action of giving 


Almes, yet he is nor commanded to attend or wait upon Almes-gi-. 
ving, unleffe ibe his office aswellashisgift? = : 

Objet. “Attending,or waiting, isnot exprefled inthe Originall,; 
but in thetranflation onely. ; — 

Anfiy. Though itbe not exprefied:in the Originall, it is neceffa- : 
rily intended, for either fucha word as exprefleth waiting,or at leaft » j 
thé verbe fubftantivegz,, muft needsbe underfteod, which holdeth. 
forth the fame fenfe; He that teachethslec him beteaching he that exhor- - 


seth,let him be in exhortation 3 which isall onesasJet him attend to it, 
fet him make it his proper.and conftant work.» So:a like example.. 
nT Tim. 4.15. év raires i041 Which is the fame phrafe,and which , 
ishtly tranflated,Gire thy felf wholly to chem,thefame with See TvaUl es ; 
per. 6. Contiiye or dwelbinttheme 0k 2 8 dks 5 oe bye ; 
And indeed experience sheweth, that teachingandexherting:; 
are fo far different one from another, and flow from fuch diffe . q 
sent gifts, that they are feldome found, at healt in any gre : 


~~ 


Both of them in one and the fame perfon: and therefore require fe- 


veral officers for the difpenfing, of them: you bave many men of. 
eminent dexterity {or-clear opening of a Text, for judicious ga-. 
thering and handling found Do@rine from it; and.alfo acute and. 


ftiong for convidtion of acontrary errorand herefic, who yet are 


vety coldin.exhortation ; andonthe- other fide » you haye fome_ 
very fervent in exhortation, who are very confufed: and generall- 


andcommoninteaching,. | otk 
But befidesthis, the need of the Church, and the weight of both, 


the works of teaching and exhorting, calleth for feverall officers to - 


attend toboth, the explicationof Scripture, and of the Principles 
_ and Doétrine of Religion folidly and diftin@ly, with the difcuffion. 
ofcontroyerfies, whichareincludedin (/iSaz-nriev cacy ) Do- 
rine and Reproof ( 2 Tim, 3.16.) well attended too, will rake 
-upthe whole time and talents of a molt judicious Divine; and on 
the other fide, the dire@ion and inftru@tion of the people in mat- 
ters of practife, the reformation of their manners, both in their pri- 


vate Carriage, and in their families ; as alfo in the Church and 


Commonwealth; andthe ftirring up of-men thereto, with the re- 
proof of all diforders and.abules im life and converfation, which are 


included in o¢9; zu Sevzv yay ev? xeso7vv» inftru€tion and corre ion, 


2 Tirt.2.16-ihele well attendeded to, will take a the vigour and 
ftreng:h of the moft prudent and vigilant Paftor of any Congrega- 
won, All which things confidered, we have thought at needfull to 
make ufe of the bounty of the Lord Iefus, to finish our. Churches, 


(as-we bleffe his Name, moftof thembe) with both thefe forts of” 


preaching Elders, Paftors and Teachers; nevertheleile, he that is 


gifted for both thefe in any good meafure, let him ufe both, yer” 


arte principally on that,to which he ismoft eminently gifted and. 
CaueGaes . : ire ; 
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_ § for ruling Elders , the fame Text of Scripture (Rom.12.8.) 
-&ipeaketh as exprelly for their diftind office alfo;for there {pea- 


king of the feverall members of the body of Chirift ( which is his © 


Church) he dire ing them to attend to their proper work ; as the 
‘Teacher to teaching, the Paftor to exhortation, the Deacon to Bye. 
é ‘ =a tas , ig $i i =e - ~ Wit, fi 
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“Ruling Elders 


with fimplicitie, he directeth alfo the Ruler to rule with diligence: 
and ‘who i$ that Ruler in the Church, butthe ruling Biter? of 
whomthe Apoftle faith to Timothy, The Elders that rule well ave wor=— 
chy of double honour, t Tim. 5.17. But, asthe wifdom of man is en-__ 
mitie to God; fo the wifdome and wit of man hath found out — 
miany inventions and exceptions againit every Scripture that 
holdeth forrh this Ordinance. Ae ST OLED EE SEES 
“Obje#. 1. The Elders the Apoftle here fpeaketh of may be 
<rulatsin the familié , as Parents are rtlersto’children, husbands. 
“to wives; Mafters to fervants: siaeade DRS! AO RAP See 
“Af. The Church and: familie are: two: diftin® bodies : the 
Apoftte fpeaketh here not ofthe members ofthe families, (as fach) 
nor of the fnétions and duties of familie-itiembets ; but‘ofthe fa-" 
milié ofthe Charch, and of their fundtions"and dutiesone' towards” 
another: His words are plaine, (véif'45'5) Aswee (faith hee) have’ 
niaity members in one body, and all the members have not the fame office 5” 
farve'being many, are one body in Chrift, and every one members one of 
aiidther. One bodie in ‘Chrift is not one familie (in Scripture phiale)’ 
but one Church; and of this ‘body of te Church, the members 
rliely be, whom Parl directed to the due dilpenfing of their feve-’ 
rall fuhGions and gifts, namely; the publique officers of ‘the’ 
Church, (Teachers, Paftors, Deacons arid 'Elders, ) to attend up- 
on their proper work, teaching, exborting, giving, ruling, perf. 6," 
758. and all thé welt of the meinbers to walk-in fach'duties of love” 
and pureneffe, brotherly kindieffe and modefty, diligence andtfer- 
vency, &c: asare requifite for every Chiiftian, rerf 9. to the end of? 
“€ Objet. 2. But Paul fpeaketh not of lay Elders ruling in the: 
eoChurch,“but of Rulers: M1185 Oi. BLA OSG) LO Yue, : x 
Auf. Neither do we acknowledge ruling Elders in the Church” 
to belay Elders properly, for to fay nothing of the diftinction. 
etween the Clergie and Laytie, which is of a later édition then 
Apoftolique times; the ruling Elders being ordained to the Office 


by the eleQion ofthe people, and impofition ‘of hands ‘(as well-ag 
the preaching Eldess) they are no more lay meh, or privare’ Cire 


ftians, then the Teachers or Paftors are lay Minifters, and Wig . 


is oy aig. = Sicetia aabpeeigere 


pe oe 


the Paltor and Teacher be either ‘of them Church-rulers > yett 
Ruler is here diftinguished from them,as a diftind member arrend-"_ 
ig to his action of rule as his proper function. Objet 
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t 


“ Obie. 3. Paul {fpeaketh of feverall gifts, notof publike of. 


“<fices in the Churches, for he fpeaketh of the feverall powers and 
6 a@tion of all the members ‘of the’ bay of Chriftsnow the of- 
—Sficers of the Church, they alone are not the body of Chrift, bur 
<¢ all the multitude ot believers; which of all thefe gifts in thofe 
“tithes, wasnotcommon , as well tothe people as to the Mini- 
Usftérs; andito women as well as toment? = Se 
oA Anfy.’'rP Pail fpeaketh aswell of publike officers as of particu- 
Jar‘giits, ‘as hath been shewed by thtee teafons above, out of the 
words of the Text. ‘It istrue indeed, he fpeaketh of particular 
gifts alfo, not peculiar to any office, but common to all believers, 
fromrerfe 9. to the end; but gifts are northe members of the body 
Of Chrift,but the perfons indued with thofe fpititual gifts; neither 
can itbefaid, that allthe members of the Church have all-thefe 
gifts without manifelt contradiction to the words of the Text, for 
-'then all the members had the fame power to do all of them the 
fame actions, which the Apoftle exprefly denieth, rerf-4. all the 
members (faith he ) havenot the fame action, which is tranflated 
“office; whence it is, that when he {peaketh of different oftices, he 
- divideth them by particles of partition, e:7z é:72 66, verf.7, 8.andhe 
injoyneth each office to attend his owne function, but when he co- 


meth to fpeak of the private members, and of the giftscommon to - 


them all’, he ‘neither maketh any partition of them imto.feyerall 
forts, nor bindeth themto attendance on the imployment ‘or exer- 
~ ee of any {peciall gift, ‘as he doth the former. Ps, ae ie 
* ©«-But chat as every truth, fo'every ordinance of God may be con- 
firmed by two or three witnelfes:there be other Texts of Scriptures. 
WOE Uete MERGE, tr pets yt te ie 
210g bathe Pde dS Ay vGHP, 2444 8 tHE ABORNE Elfen the Cord. 
“thiany, dhat'Gou hath {et inshis Church @veral members! “as firft A- 
‘poftlés : fecondly Prophets; ‘thirdly Teachers, after that miracles, 
~ then gifts of teal helpés, governments, diverfities of tongues. 
Where‘govermmeént is exprefly’ rockoriéd ‘amongit’thefe oftices; 
NP Aich’ God hath Ree oe ‘@hinth: for ‘the govetlament thereof, 
brig before it injoyed'divih Masifiincic, ahd chéreforeH mieaneth 
“fpiritual government, ‘or Church tulers) 8 oN 
Objet. 1. But the governments are'fpiritual gifts, or fpirituall 
piles or adminifttations,. 
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Ruling Elders. | By 


Anfw. ‘Thatthey were gifts we willingly acknowledge, becaufe 
allthe offices and officers of the Church were given to the Church — - 
i as well as the {piriqall gifts and graces ,.. whereby they docxecute 
3 _.thofe offices; for fofaiththe Apoftle, Wh2a Chriftalcended up on 
_ high, he gave gifts tomen, ioe 
_ What gifts¢ {ome tobe Apoftles, fame Prophets, fome Evange- 
-Sifts,fome Paftors,arid Teachers, Eph. 4. 8.11. but yet goyernments, 
and all the reft there mentioned are {pirituall offices, as, wellas {piri- 
tual gifts,as willappear from the context; for the Apoftle in this 
. Chapter, putteth a manifelt difference becween fpiritual : 
1. Gifts and Graces, xaphsuare, making the holy Ghoft 


im 


. | the giver of them, verf. 6. - 
2, Adminiftration, or Minifters.or Officers, Sranovf is} ma- 


3 king the Lord Iefus the gi 


iverand inftitutor of them, perf. 5..a5 
he doth alfo, Ephef 4.8. 1. ef 
|. 3. Operations, efficacies, or fucceffes of their adminiftrati- 
»4 Onsymaking the Father (the foundation of all power) the giver 
of them, rerf-.6. | ee 
Now having {poken of the end for which {pirituall gifts are 
given, verf. 7. he reckoneth up nine of thofe feverall pirituall 
gifts , rerf. 8, 9, to he declareth ‘them to be given to feverall 
_Amembers of the Church (not all to any one ) that fo every 
member might {tand.in need of. the helps and gifts one of anothers 
and thus having difcourfed of the variety of ipirituall gifts and 
their ufe, he cometh in verf. 28.to 3 x. to declare the variety of {pi- 
ritual adminiftrations (that is, Minifteries, or offices ) which God : 
hath fet in his Church,and reckoneth up eight. Firft Apoftles, fe- =~ 
condarily Prophets, under whom your Evangelifts are compre- 
_hended ,: as.being of equall-rank with them : thirdly Teachers, 
_under whom he includeth Paltors allo, the office of both whom, 
Was to teachor practife in the Church 5 after that miracles, or 
_as the.wordin the Originallis, powers,.to.wit, to caftout. De- 
vills, or to.do the like works; then gifts of healin g» helps, (opity- 
ations) that is, Deacons; governments (who elfe can they be byt 
_ governing Elders ? eee te Elders before; ) laftly, 
the gifts of tongues, true itis indéed,the Apottle reckoned up three 
Of thefe before for {pirituall gifts , yetouara verf..9; 10. Miracles, 
or powers, giftsof healing, kinds of tongues; but here he aes, 3 
, € 
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them, not as {pirituall gifts; and grates, for: that were a tautology 


- gndunfutable to the method of his difcourte, but {peaketh o them 


as fevcrall functions or offices,wherein thefe gifts wereexercifed.. 
© Qbjeét.2.Burif thefe Govern:nents were. O tices .or functions 
eéighey were extraordinary. and fo are!now: cealed,vas gifts of 
e*¢ongues, and healing andimiracles be 2 cvs) Tie day 
Aafw. Not fo, for no othces are ceafed, but fachas had their 
chiefe ufe, not for beleevers in the hurch, bur for undeleevers out 
of the Church; burgovernmenisare of perpetua.} neceffary.ufe in 
che Church, even as tiachers and helpers: unlefis wee fhali-fay tha 
Anarchy were fitter forafeticd:Church government, sii) 
~ Objeft. 3. But why may not thefe Governours be the Paftors 
‘in the Church, who have received an ordinary power of Go- 
“ yernmentin the Church? 9) lisse 
ocd Aafwe The order in which the Apoftle reckoneth thele govern. 
ments, will not faffer.that; for here the Apoltle reckonech five fe- 
veraif fankcs, the former exprefly precedent in order: before the 
othef; God (faith he) bath fet in his Charch, Fir, Apoftles; {econd- 
ly propbeesschirdly, Te eachers; after that Afiracles, which is 2 fourth 
ranke; then in the fift place, gifts of heating, and belpes, governmenrs, 
diver fity of tongues. Now ify Government, had been meant) Pa- 
flor:,he would not have reckoned them inalower order, fo farre 
afier Teachers,{ecing they are of the fame rank wich them. 
‘© Objeft. Why, but here helpes or Deacons are fet before Go- 
< verriments; which argueth the Apoftle did no_ regard<to sank 
* them in due order. | ~ | 1599 mort 21% 
 Avfw. Ieis evident by the words ef order, which the Apoftle 
wfeth, thar he intendeth to-reckon the foure firft forts in their due 
erder, and the fife fort of them allin a latter order after the for- 
mer, though in’ a promifcuous manner, without refpect of order 
amongft themfelves; for fo ‘he faith; ' Firtt, Apoftles, fecondarily, 
prophets; Thirdly, Teachers; after them A4sracles;then gifts of hea- 
fing ,belpes, Governments, diverfitie of tongues. As A poftles are before 
Prophets, fo are P rophets before ordinary teachers, the teachers before 
“workers of Miracles, the Mearicles beforé them. that have theigi ts of 
bealirg;for the gifts of healing tollow ‘after Worker of maricl-s, with 
a note cforder,7 6». Bat all chofe laftfoure, gifts of healing belpes, 
Gover. mnts, diver fities of tongues; Are reckoned without re{pect ot 
D order 
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Chape2, 
‘wider amionit 'thiemifelves:? What order is dae.to themscnotex- 
préfied in-thisScriptare, though itbe in fome ocher, (at leat for 
fomeor ther) but cleare it is}all thefelaft foure forts, 4terecko- 
ned in Order after thefirlt foure fortsio.) 2 2) Gude ae 
Se 2) Opie a. Butritmay* be the Chureliy:in which-the Apoft! 
* faith all thefe members -ate fer;11s riot: meangrevery particniar 
*€ Churchsbut the Carholick Church; for every particular Church 
“had not Apoftles and Prophetss 9) fs sels =) ton ale Os) 
+ Anfe Jeis true, every particular Church hadinior feveralh Apo- 
files; “Apart by ‘themfelvesy-norwas it néedfulk:they{hiould, atter 


4hac Churches.were once planted; butevery-particular Church, 


had need of his own Governouts within it felfe, -ofielfe wee thall 
make one Church fubordinate:to the Government of anothér, 


which is incompatible to the Church of.the new Teftament.-TFhe 
’ Lord having inftituted: and> ordained no: particular. Church. bur 


the Church of 2 Congregation. for the adminiftrationjof his Ordi- 
nurtce, unto which Congregationall,;Chureh hehath alfo.appoin= 
tedsthe fame fort of Officers, without preferment: of one before 


anocher,; : 


_ Objeth. 5» Eorshuinane wifdome is pregnant and full of obje- 


“tions and:exceptions again{t the ways,and Ordinances.of God: 
Semay be, fay fome,' thefe:-Governeurs. are no- other but Arbitra- 
“ rors, which the Apoftle biddeth the Corinthians fet up in the 
“ Church for the deciding of differences amoneft brethren, 1 Cer. 
*+ 6.4 Bacnow {ince,Ged hathifec up Chriftian Magiftrates, there 
“is nomore need of {uch Arbiters to be chofen by each. Church 
*tecompound their difference. >) | * 

_ Anfw. Thefe: Arbiters inthe Church had: not-place or office of 
Government, but of Counfell only; to -dircét’ brethren in the 
judgment of right and wrong,,equitie) and. inequitie; nor was 


fuchspowerof fuch Arbitration anyfpeciall gifts, for the Apo- 


file thinkech: ¢veryamember of the Church,.even-the leatt capable 
enough: of ‘it, and. fufficient fer it,..Nor is.it well faid, fince God 
hath ier up. Chriftian Magiftrates, there need no: Arbiter tobe fer 
up insthe ‘Chureh,-nor Church,Governonrs; For, it, is plaine, 
the Apoftlemakethir a-fault,or defect inthe Church.of Cerirth, 
that. anyiof their snembers went to law arall forduch fnites, as the | 
leaft member of the Church,, (ifhe were called to heare.the cafe) 
might 


| Set. 2.7 by Divine lnfiitution. 


thight arbitrate’ ahd detérinine; and henmakerhie a further faule, 
. that ehey goe'to law ander Kufideles: Nowmtherefores: faith hey there is wt- 
rerlpa fault amongyon, tharbrither gotth to law Withrbrothensand that 


wrder Infidels, ver6io7. The formes isdekect of brotherly love, 


the latteris'a negléttiof the honourof Ghriftj sand ofjhis Church: 
aad before Infidels. LP rotherigoes to Law: with brother be fore, Ghit- 
dtian Magiftrates;»thedaceer of thefe fauktsissavoydedn buagoethe 
former. | Neither may itibe thought; asfonre have done, thatthe 
benefit of Ghriftian Magilttacy caketh off the meceflitie of Church- 
Government: Forthe governmentot the Church, isas the. King - 
domé of Chiithis snot of shisi world, tbucdpiricaall and heavenly, 
‘The power of the keys is far dittane from: thepower of the fword 
and.though -one of chem:may, need the helpe of the other,” when 
they goe aftray, yet when -they are rightly,,ordered »and: admini- 
fred) the one of themsdoth notinterceps,buteltablish the execu- 
tion ofthe other: Prolio9 ot tuo brig at o8 Of 3113 on brisct yor 
:.A third switnefle to.the office ofamuling.Elders.in the Church, is 
‘that'well knowne-and nauch agitated Text in Zsmsorhy 11am. 5. 
a7.) The Elders whorulewell are worthy of, double hoxour;.efpectally 
they wholabanrin Word and. Doll rit... bis. text, though it have 
been much vextandtackt olooke and, fpeake another Ways..yst 
when al.is done, if, full. giveth 2.cleareand, Medfalt evidence to 
this office. Themolt learned Adverfanies of this, Ordinanee would 
- faften foure other intecpretations of the placc, and éach. of them 
(as they precend)more pertinent tothe {cope and fenfe of. the A- 
-“poftles words then this of ruling Elders... xn yediian uj. 
org. Say,theys by ruling, Elders may be meant, Deacons;.ter the 
+¢ Apoftle giving Timatay C0) anderftand, what manner of prefons 
‘s chay bes with, whofe maintenance. the Church 1s to be charged, 
“having, before informed him of widowes,, now telleth him the 
e Deacons, alfoare, to be. maintained, yea. and with a double por- 
“éétion above them; and cither the) Deacons are, not to be maimrai- 
tt’ ned at allatthe Churches charge,. onelfe the Apoltle prowideth 
t-For their maintenance in.this place,orno wheres... 
Anjo. 1. ‘Thereisno man to be mamtained at the Churches 
charges but cithceinrefpect of his prefent poverty and neceffity,or 
Yn refpeck of his onice, which Callech him of trom the attendayice 
‘to the maincenance of his Poy family untoche publik Jcrvice of 
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“Ruling Elders, 
the Chirch, Inthe former ‘cafe, it itfall out that the Deacons be 


ting any fick Cr peore’brethren, theif time and labour fpént herein 
‘is{ud crently recompenced by’ the ufe ‘of the Churches Rock; or 
trea‘ure lying in their Lands. Sécondly; befides, this Text calléth 
for maintenance to rhofe Elders inref pect of their office of ruling 
well,but neither are Deacons ftiled Elders in atiy place of Scrip. 
ture,neithe “is heir cfficé a placé ‘of role but of fervice'to’Fables:4o 


Ani. Kumz¥ tn the Apoltles language, doth not note’ out any 
int ntion or labour in fomeaboye others, but fimply fuch p ins, in 
a place iomewhat paralfell to this, 1 74c/.5.92, where the A poftle 
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exhorteth the Tb-ffaloxians to acknowledge their Minifters and 


Rulers: with fingular love for their: works fake, he calleth all their 
Winilters 7H xorav)se,and maketh their 17 @- the common work 
‘and labour of them/ all, not any intenfive or. eminent Jabeur of 
fome above others; andin Rom, 16. 12,.when the Apoftle fpea- 
keth of fome: godly women; that cither took pains abeut him, or 
about other {piritull work, when he {peaketh of imenfive or 
eminent pa ns and labour, he addeth another-word to-xo™z» that 
may expreffe fo mu: h; but if he {peak fimply and pofitively of la- 
bour,tie ufech the word xem v alone, Salucec faith hew1a)Tryphena 
ani Trpphofis Tes KOmMweTAs weld, which, ig -ttanflated fimply; Who 
labour in the Lord; but when he fpvakech of others, that took 
more painfulllabour, /alwte Adarys verf, 6.. (faith he) tins marae: 
exo wlavey ets nies. which beltowed much layour upon us,and veri 13 
Jatuse rhe beloved, fins modAminonirer by xugion which is tranth.ted wba 
labouredmuthin the Lord; and therefore in this Text: ins Tymothy, 
+f we ttrain not Pax/s words beyond his wented meaning,he means 
no more by Elders ssxomavfes ee Ayo xy Aiduare! igthen fach whol 
bour in word & doctrine,ée then he diftinguitherh the Elders that 
rule well,fromehe Elders that labour in word 8c-doatrine fimply by 
their different actsjabout different objects, fome Riders being con- 
yerfant about the well ruling of the lives & manners of the people 
others being converfant: indabour. about the word and doctrine. 

3. a third: interpretation is given of thefe words, ‘That by El 
dersriting welt fhould be meant ‘Paftors; and. Teachers; fuch as 
wetercfident; and abiding in ‘the Church, affixed to the place ter 
the tulecfiir and by -r7es,thofe that travelled: from: place to 
place, to vilit and confirm the Charches. ‘Fo confirm: thisfenfe 
of uimar: the place, 1 Cor .45«.305 is quoted, wherto Pras {aith of 
himfelf Fr to7¢7 env au mer mriy roy exo wize2- which if he had: meant 
of Labor in-Word and Doctrinesie: might have feemed atro- 
gancy in him to preferre himfelf betore the re(t of the polties tn 
thar work, and would have. imputed fome afperfion of negh- 
gence to them; but if ic be meant of his labour and:trave:} throughs 
many cour ttiesand vations,’ for the {preading of the Gofpel, fo 
hee migtit-fpeak traly; snd foberly, that hee had: laboured: more 
abundantly then them all:tothe fame purpofe, Afar ses 475. and 
the labour of Tryph-ne, Tryphola & Perjis arcalledged ont o Kom 
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Asif the firtt badiravcliedmnchitfor Pusly-and.all of théni shad-la« 
bouted inthe Lord; in wayesiof travelly far and neer, by private 
perfwafions;to propagate the Gofpelin orn 
30 nf, ‘This interpretat ony iis indced travelled for,and farfetcht, 
butfich is odenature, willing énough to travell Girand wide, to 
avoid theauthority ofan unwelcome truth 3 ‘how “much feereffat 
hand && fitter were it, to'fetch the Apoftles’ meaning from himfelf; 
and to take the fenfe of his words here; according to the fenfeand 
ufe of thefame words in a like:piacg, r The'.§.120 where the Ape= 
ftles momayas sare not travellers abroad, but’ domavres ey éiy labous 


rers amonglt you. Their own Paftorsjand Teachers refident with 
thein, and labonrer's amongtt thew! Pauls labouring more ‘abun= 
dantly thenall the ireft of ote Apoftles; if it were not in word 
and do<trine; is impertinently alledged to thew. the fente of che 
word ini this:place.where hefpeaks exprefly of labouring in word 
and‘dottrine :\Nor had it beematroganeyin Puk/.to have: {poken 
of his own greater labours; then of his tehow-Apoitlesin the Mi- 
niftery of the Gofpel, without refpect to his travels, for:his Mini- 
Ttery was accompanied mere thermal there, with greater afflidi- 
‘ons and wraltlings/ both within aad withouc wherher he ftayed 
In any: place, or travelled”abroad;-arid hemight'well ‘think tines 
‘aeflary fot ‘hinv(as indeed the law of rightcoufneffe and gratitude 
required it’ of shim).to: takesthe more pains for Chrift ine préas 
ching of the Gofpel after his:conyerfion, whe had Jaboured more 
_ ‘bofily themaltehe reftagaint:Chrittyand-againt the Gofpelbefore | 
his ‘converfion; honisxm@hsocxemevary ufuall word:in that: lane 

guage, toexprefic travelling torbe more then any other Jabotir 


titheroflbodyior mitid.asdarxt) ary nynox bos Wiver see ; 
The Kx or labour of Afary-doth notappearte bein travel up 
and down with Paulbutrather in: fomed iligent hofpitality) and 
fetvice nate him; butiwhitherin travel], oramher houfe,is not ae 
all cxpréffed in thé Words:Sure it is Pau/-denieth the taking ofa 
fitter ot wife up anddowhin travell, thongh he acknowleged it 
lawfull to have takenaawife, ¢ Gor, 9«0§ «butito haye takenia filter 
along ,to have travelled upand down the countries with himymay: 
well be thought to be fat froin him; who,was ever carefulbrofollow 
things of good reportyand:to provide fofthings henefty inot-only. 
inthe fight ‘oft God,» burt. of all} meas - The labonts of Try phena 
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and Tryphofa, and Per fs, coe not imply travelling upanddowne, » 
but rather their own wraltlings with fpiritall conflicts, either in 
their.owrl hearts, or elfe witkother conflicting Chriftians in th : 
places»where. ‘they dwell). co fertlesthemin the peacesof ithe Lord 
fefussaccording to'the famerferife of the word, AZate11.285.- - 
“The fourth & laf interpretation of: thefe | words ‘in: Timothy 
(which wee fee taketh with the moft judicious amongft the adver- 
{aries of this Ordinance) is, that here net; two forts of Elders, but 
two paris of the office of preaching Eldets arefet forth: The one, 
good life & good goverment;& the othersgood doctrine and paine 
fullneffe therein; and this latter-preferred before the other, as more 
worthy of due honour and recoimpence. 19 : 
-.Now for. anfwer hereunto, it may be confidered, that: good go- 
vernment, either of a mans life, or of the people,or as the Apoltles 
words be; their xxling well, may either be taken -properly.and- 
firiGly, as r/c is ditinguithed from minifery of the wordand Sa~ 
Craments;. or more Jargely for the whole office of a. good Elder, 
Bene praefe, to be a good:prefident. If to rule Well; be taken.in the 
former fenfe properly, then it acknowlegeth Elders thac attend. 
to rule, to be worthy ef double hoaour, without refpect to cheir 
labour,in the msnifry ofthe Word, which is the fenfe,of the place 
that wee build upon; for if it fhould be faid, that the.Apoitle 
fpeaketh of Minifters or, Preachers, that they ruling well, are Wor= 
thy of double honogr, though they.doe notlabourin Word aud Do- 
.Ctrines the wifer forts of oppofites.doe defcerne that would not. 
{uite with. the Apoltles mindes, who,would be fo:far from..think- 
ing, that Well rufsng, bur not painfull preaching Minifters {ould -be 
‘worthy of double honour,that he would account them worthy. of 
little. or no honourat all, And they fitly quote for thispurpofe, 
the place before alledged, 1 The/.5.. 12. where. when the Apoftle — 
calleth for fugular love, and honour.to their overfeers, for their Works 
fake, he puttethin there, Labesring among St-them (to wit, in the 
Word))without we no fach refpect were due to them. They there- 
** fore take the Apoftles. words in the latter fenfe; underitanding. 
“by well ruling, the whole office, even all the duties of good pxelt- 
dents: Asif the Apoftle haddaid, the Elders that rule well,thatis, 
“who are goodrulers, and prefidents, They are worthy of doxble ho- 
“near; chietly they who labour sn preaching the Word, Asad they. 
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-“ give for example this inftance: § Logicians, who reafon well, tha” 
“is all good Logicians, are to be honoured, efpecially thofe who 
* judge well, or are judicious. where not two forts of Logicians 
“are held forth, bat two duties or facultics of all Logicians, in: 
© refpeet of which they.are:to be honoured; the one geiierali to. 
“< reajon Well, theother {peciall to judge well; and thefedifpofed, 
“not ina diftribution, but ina comparative fentence, preferring 
“* che latter before the former. ° eto 24 3 ; 
An(w. But neither will this fenfe ftand with the Apofties words 
and mieaning:for hereupon this abfurdity would follow, that if 
well-ruling, in the ferme: part of the fentence, held forth generally’ 
all the duties of good Minifters, and labouring in Word and doctrine, 
(in the latter part) one {peciall part of their office, then the other f 
good Minifters , for doing all. Neitherdoth the infance given of 
Logicians he\pesfor ic may be truly faid of Logicians; that Logicians 
who ~eafon well, that is, all good Legicians, are worthy of honour, f 
efpecially they whe are judicious,becaule, ifthey only reafon well — 
in invention, though they be not judiciows, yer fitch ulfo are com- 
menjabie. But-it’s not truly faid of Minifters, ‘that if theyrile 
well, that is, do their office well indifcipline and Rw/e, thousw 
they labour notin Word and dottrine, that they are Commendable; 
but ctherwife, if Logicians, be good as wellin jadgement as inin- 
vention, and fo perform both the parts of their art well; it may be 
{aid indeed, that they are commendable and honourable, but it 
cannot be faid withou: abfurdity, that fuch as are i#2cious are 
more 'cominendable or chiefly tobe honoured above thofe that 
are both ingensous and jxdiciows, both parts are doubtleffe better 
. then cither alone: neither will the abfurdity be helped byfaying 
Lozictans that reafon well, both iN invertion and in Judgement, are, 
worthy of honour, or double "honour, efpecially they thatexccll 
in judgement; ‘for though fpeech be rationall, yet the li*e cannot 
be applied in this Text; for it isnot faidia the Text, the Elcers 
that rel: Well are Worthy of desble honour, efbecially they shatexcellis 
preaching, which Jabour doth not hold forth exceilency (as hath 
been fhewed before, but only pofitively and fimply pains taking, im 
preaching,the common act and work ofall good Minifters, 1 7 hef. 
5.12.The iffuic of all is, that when men of learning and jud gemeit 
have wearied tagir wis and ftrength,co fhoulder out rating Elders 
| from 
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from this Text, yet fuch is the evidence and wifedome of the holy 
Ghoft, in the word, that ic may well appeare, the weakenefle of 
God is ftronger then men, and the fooljfhneffe of God wifer then 
men: the werds cannot but approve two forts of Elders, and both 
worthy of double honour, beth they that ra/e Well, though they 
Jabour not in preaching, and efpecially they that do /abour tn preach- 
ing ; but this interpretation will by no means fatisfy fome of a con- 
trary judgement, for three reafons, to {peak nothing of the fourth, 
the pretended probabability of other interpretations, which have 
been refuted already. . 
¢¢ Firft fay they, the Text it felf clearly renounceth non-preach- 
* ing Elders; for beth forts of Elders {poken of, are exprefly ac- 
« knowledged in the Text to be worthy of deuble honour, that is; 
not reverence only, but maintenanceat the charge of the Church; 
¢¢ but that non- preaching Elders fhould, by Gods inftitution have 
“ received maintenance at the Churches hand, isa thing fe ftrange, 
¢¢ and unheard of, that untill I fee it juftly proved, ( faith B. Bil/on ) 
‘7 cannot poffibly believe it. | | 
Anfw. Icis very trae, the Apoftle by double honour, deth not 
mean reverence onely, but maintenance ; But why fhould it feeme 
fo ftrange a thing, and unheard of, that ruling Elders, though 
not Preachers, fhould partake in maintenance fromthe Churches 
treafury ? do you thinke fuch men {peake in good earneft, when 
they fo fpeake ?. whence have the Chancellors, Commiflaryes, and 
Offcialis, their maintenance, but fromthe. Church ? and doe they 
labeur in word and dodtrine ? are noc moft ef them Civilians ¢ 
and if we may ufe the word without offence, meer Lay-men ? but 
our raling Elders, wee utterly deny them to bee Lay-men asthe 
- werd is commonly meant in this controverfie; bue Church-offi- 
cers fet apart te their office by the election of the people,and by im- 
pofition of hands :: but. if they were Lay-men(which they are not) 
et yourfee it isyno ftrange or unheard.of matter, that Churches 
thould be bountifull to the maintenance of {undry forts of Church 
Rulers, who are’ meerly. Lay-men, as their adverfaryes mifcon- 
ceive thefe ro be, yea, what were the many Cleyfters of Munks, and 
Friers and Nuns, in the times of Popery?were they Preachers of the 
Word? were they net Lay. men & wemen?and yet did the Churches 
ef thofe times grudge them wn! maintenance upon pretense of 
re eras | their 
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their laity 2 But the world will love his owne; be there never fo ma- 
ny idle Droanes,or {tately Rulers of mans own devifing the Church 
muft fupply them nor only with maintenance, but with magnifi- 
cence; butlet the Lord appoint ruling Elders, according to the 
fimplicity of the Gefpel, to affift his Minifters in the worke of go- 
vernment, that they might attend the more to labour in the word, 
if they fhall expect from the Church any maintenance for their 
works fake, Oh! that feemeth a ftrange matter, andunheard of 


‘and from the fociety ‘of the’ Presbytery; ‘that was in Pawls 
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~ Firkt, Lay Elders wee difclaim, but r#ling Elders, though not 
attending to preaching, as they have their election from the people 


who are the body of the'‘Church; fo are they ordained ‘and fet apart: 


from amoneft the people by impofition of hands-of the Officers of 
the Church,who are the Presbytery, the company of Elders: for 
by Presbytery, we conceive catinot be there meant the office of an 
Elder ; for he fpeaketh of fuch a Presbytery,as laidon hands : now 
it i not the office of an Elder, but the company of Elders, that lay 
) Anfor, 2. Whentitis faid, no man ean give what hee hath not 
received ; the light of Nature, the lawof Ado/es, the oe hi 
: rit, 
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Chrift, do all of them makea ready an{wer forus: The law of 


Naturetels us , It isnot neceflary, that they that give {hould al- 


wayes formally have before-hand received that power which they, 
Sive; it ts enough if they have received it vrtwalfy: For inftance,a 
multitude of free people may elect and ordain a king over them, 
and yet none of them had before hand received kingly power; it 
1s enough they have a virtuall power, to fet up and to fu-mitun- 
to any lawfull form of Government, which they fee good for 
themfelves in the land, - The people of J/ra-/, ( to wit fome in the 
name of thereft,for all could not at once) impole. their hands.upon, 
the Levites Numb,8.10.and yet they were not Levites themfelves, 
nor had received impofition of hands themlelves, and yet may ne~ 
verthelefle impofe hands upon others. Inthe Gofpel of Chrift,the. 
power of the Keys is given tothe Church, to Peter; not as an A- 
pottle, nor as an Elder,but as a Profeft beleever 5 in the name of be- 
licvers,and upon occafion of the profeffion of his faith, AZateb.1 6. 
16 to 19.whereupon the binding and loofing( which is the power 
of the Keys) is attributed to the whole Church, 4ar.18.17,13,1¢ 
then the power of the Keyes which is the whole body,.of Church 
power, be given te the body of the ( hurch, though it be-not ia 
their power to exercife their paftorall preaching of the word, and 
_adminiftring of the facraments,yet it isin their power to ¢/ec# {uch 
whem God hath furnifhed with gifts among them unto fuch of- 
fices as may difpenfeall the holy things of God,to. them; and, by: 
impofition of hands, to dedicate them to God, and to the, pudlique 
ferviceof his Church. Now if the.whole Church have this power 
to impofe hands upon their officers, in their firft ordination , how. 
canit feemaftrange and unheard of thing , or an abfurd. matter, 


that raling Elders fhouldtogether with the Paftor and Teacherss: . 


(all of them making up the Presbytery of the Church ) impofe: 
hands in che name ef the Lord, and of the Ghurch upon.the. 
ordained ? , : i | t any 

Aufw. 3:. Belides. there be that conceive, and that not improba- 
bly, tbat in ancient time, the children baptized inthe Church were 
not received. to the Lords, Supper; norinto.the full fruition of all 
Church liberties; untill that they, being gown up to yeers, did 


publikely before the Church p:ofefle their faith , and ratific the coe 


venant made for them in Baptifme, and fo were. confirmed (asthe 
BE 32 Cau 
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callit ) intheir Church eftate, which was not done without 
impofition of hands, which fome judicious Divines have conceived 
to be one caufe, why fmpofition of bandsis reckoned as onc of the 
fix Principles of the foundation of Chriftian Religion, Heb.6.2. For 


it couldnot be a principle of the foundation of Chriftian farth ; 


it mult therefore bee a principle of the foundation of Church 
eftate and order. Now then, ifall the members of the Church were 


~ anciently confirmed in the full frwition of their Church eftate by 


impofitios of bands, then there were none of the members of the - 
Church, but had received saspofition of hands, much more the ruling 
Elders who were over and above the former , ordained to their 
publique office by impofition of hand; and {fo having received 'm- 
pofition of bands themfelves, they might the more freely impofe 
hands upon others. 2 aut git as 
3. Thethird Reafon, which moveth the adverfaries of ruling 
Elders to conceive that ruling Elders are not intended in this Text 
“of Timothy, is, becaufe that many learned and ancient Divines 
<‘ have debated and fifted the force of thefe words, and not one of 
‘© them ever fo much’as furmifed any {uch thing to be contained in 


. “thisTextias €h-y/oftome, Ferome, Ausbrofe,T heophylatt ,with others; 


“< yeaall Lay-clderfhip is a {tranger to all: Antiquity for 15 00. years. 
An{#. Though with thank fulnefie and reverence we readily ac- - 
knowledge and accept the Labors of thefe ancient Divines, yet we 
cannot but conce¢iye it to be much partiality , to fay they fifted, or 
whichis all ore, diligently fearched ; the force of thefe words 
in Timothy,’ and that- they never fo much as furmifed any. fuch 
thing contained in this Text. asraling Elders; for Chry/foffome on 
“ this place putting the queftion;’ whatitis to +#/¢ well? Ans 
*« fwereth himfelfe, in two things: firft, in laying down (as a good 
“Shepheard-y his life'for ‘his a? ~ fecondiy 5 in {paring none in 
*his'‘ goverment. Tkeopbylact refteth in the former of thefe, Prom 
SS interpreteth Elders that rale Well, to be Elders who fulfill chur of- 
“* $e; Anbro(e interpreteth them to be good: D ifpen/err,aiad faithful. 
Here is' nothing in all thefe expreffions that argueth any: diligent: 
fifting of the force of the words; orexcludeth fuck rating Elders, 
asdoeattend chiefly to ‘rude, not to reaching: we looke upon itias.a 
deceitfull and vain-glorions flourith, to-beare the world imhand,: 
that Lay Elderfhipisa ftranger te all Antiquitie'for 1500, yeares; 
; Sey, ioe deceitfull, 
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deceitful, for they know we difclaime Lay Elderfaip, ( properly fo 
called) 2s themfelves doe; yea. more then themfelves, whe doe 
prefer Lay Elders to the higheft places of Judicature in the Church, 
next to.the Bifhops: For though fome of the Brethren plead for 
Lay Elders, and bring proofes for them, both from Scripture, and 
outof Antiquity, yet herein they rather {peak after the language 


not Strangers to A ntiquity. 


of their oppofites, then according to their ewne choyce ; for they 


mean no more then #sn-preaching Elders : And in the places which 


they quote for them out of Antiquiry, wherein Seniors are fome- — 


times diktinguifhed from Presbyters, femetimes from Clerws ; the 
words Presbyters and Clerus, are there taken more ftri@tly then 


‘their preper and nfuall meaning will beare, to wit, for Preaching 


Presbyters : otherwife Senters cannot be diftinguithed from Presby- 
ters, in propriety of fpeech ; the one fignifying the fame in Latine, 
which the other doth in Greek: ner can they be diftinguifhed 
fom Clerus, but by awlexeuas, Icis alfoa vain- lorions flourith to 
aveuch Ruling Elders ftrangers to all Antiquity, fox 1560, yeares ; 
for, 1. If that were true, yet it will not evince Ruling Elders to be 
no ordinance of God, theugh fo long difcontinued : The keeping 
the feaft of Tabernacles in boothes, was neglected of the Church 
of Ifraef many hundred years ; to wit, during the greateft part of 
the Affyrian Monarchy, and alfo the whole time of the Babylonsan 
Monarchy, yea toward the end of the Perfian Afenarchy, Neh. 8.17% 
The long diffe of an ordinance of God, doth not make it of none 
effed » though a contrary cuftome may be of forceto abrogate an 
humane Law. . | | 

3. Tt wag revealed to the Apoftle Pohn,that for the fpace of 1260: 
yeares, (which whenfoever they began,took up the greateft part of 
thefe 1500.) Aaticshrift bore fachfway in the Church;that be trad wn~ 


der foot the Court & the holy City all that-while,Rev. 11.2;3.Andthen 


when Astich7ift had all the power in hig own hands, no: marvell if 
he took away all power from the Rulers, which Chrift did ordain in 
his Church, efpecially fuch Rulers, who whileft they flood, neither 
his Rule, nor the Image of it,could enter or ftand. For fet up Ruling 
Elders inevery Congregacionto traa&. (together with the Prea- 
ching Elders)all Church government within the Cangrege tions and 
what wleawill there be of prefenrments, of Officers of Carkedrall and 
Diocefan Churches abroad? And for the former part of this 150° 

co, | E3 yeers. 
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yeers (which is but a finall remnant in comparifon ) 300, yeers 
were {pent in the Primitive perfecutions, whereof wee have fey 
monuments of Antiquity extant, writen in that time; thofe wee | 
“have {peak fo of Elders, as doe indifferently comprife as well Ru- 
ling Elders, as T caching Elders ; Ignatius bis Presbyters, whom 
“ he tileth the Court of Cod,the Combination of the Apoftles of Chrift 
* the holy Afembly, and Counfellers and Aflefors Of the Biheps ; 
with all thefe Epithets may as well agree to } uling Elders, as to 
Preachers: The Scripture doth not difdain to admit Civill Magi- 
{trates into the fellowship of Gods Tabernacle, Pfalm, 82.1. And 
“why not then the Rulers of his Church ? For Tertullian his E lders, 
“* whe were Prefidents over the Cenfures of the Church, and attain- 
ed that honexr, not by bribes, but by approved Teftimony, Apologe- 
tic. Chap. 29. what is there in his whole defcription of them, but is — 
compatible to Ruling Elders, as wellas to Prea ching > Yea,Cyprian 
(who lived in thofe ancienz bloudy,but zealous times)doth exprefly - 
acknowledge Elders that were not Preachers: For it evidently ap- — 
peareth in the 5 Epiftle ofhis.4 book, thas he ordained Calinus and . 
Ancelinsto be Presbyters of his Church, who were ne Preachers but 
readers onely ; and yet were to be maintained Sportuls consmunia 
Sus, (thats, at the common charge of the Church ) with the Pref- - 
byters, and to fic with himfelf in their grown yeeres. It appeareth 
alfo in the tenth Epiftle of his fourth Book, That hee ordained — 
Numidizus a Confeflor, to Be a Prestyter of his Church, whowyas 
nocat firlt called to bea Preacher.  Ambrofe, though he out-lived 
thofe times of purer government, yet beareth full witnefle te the 
honorable ufe of Ruling Elders in the Church befere his time 3 For 
in hisComment on 1 Tiwas,1. giveth areafon why the Apoftle 
would have E/d:rs in yeers honoured, even in the healing of their | 
faults, he.urgeth the honour of eld age in all Nations... Whence, 
faith hee; in was, that the Synagogue, and afterwards the Church 
had Elders, withone whofe Connfell nothing \was done in the Church : 
Which by what negligence 1s grown ont of nfein the Church, I know nor, 
unlefe by the floath of Teachers, or rather pride, whilef} they onely Would 
feem to be fomewhat. Againk this teftimony, becaufe it is pregnant, 
fandry.exeeptions (or rather evafions). are taken. As 1. Thatthe _ 
Authour of this teftimeny was not that ancient Ambrofe, the fa. 


paling elders, 


mous Bilhop of Adihaine, but fome other later of that name, 
? ere es oa a AR: 
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Setting not Strangers to Antiquity, — 


brofe, whofe Teltimony this is, to be an ancient learned Writer, and 
‘therefore his Teftimony of the Antiquitie of Ruling E/ders,is {uth- 
cient tofilence that charge and brave flourifh, that Ruling Elders 
are utterly nnknowne, and uvhzard of frem all Antiquitie for 1500. 
yeares. A fecond Exception they give, is that Ambrofe {peaketh 
‘not of Elders in Office; but in yearess without whofe Connfell, not 
without whofe authority nothing was done in Church, | 
|, Anfw. 1. Icisevident he fpeaketh of the ‘Elders inthe Church, 
as in the Synagogue; now the Elders were Rulers in the Syaa- 
gogues, as appearcth by fundry places in the Gofpell. 2. That no- 
ghing Was done without their connfell,implyeth, that nothing Was done 
‘without their authority, as the fame phrafe of other Ancients imply, 
‘when they {peake of the concurrence of the Councell of Presby- 


ters in Chutch-government ; for in that fenfe fpeaketh Cyprian to 
his Presbyters, (Epiffolarsm lid. 3. Epift. 10.) A primorate Epifcopatus 
mei, determined with my felfe, nihil fine confilio vere & Bue con- 
_fenfis plebes mea privatins [ententia gerere, and that not out ot “courte- 
fie,butas the words in the next, fentence. implyes, Siswti honor mu- 
| pus pofcit. And in the fame fenfe Jeromes words to the like purpofe 
implyes Authority in fuch Councels,wheteby the Presbyters of each 
-Charch governed their own Church; though otherwile in governs 
ning other Churches, they imply rather advice then anthority : his 
words ares before factions and {chifmes grew inthe Church ; Cemmun 
' Presbyterorum conflie Ecclefie gubernabanter.Hsereme in the 2. Tome 
of his works, and upon Tits. A third exception. they give is, that, 
| « by Elders are meant. preaching Elders, whom the. Bithops were 
© wont to confult withall, in government, but now had left it off, 
“either by the idleneffe of the learned Teachers, who for their 
& owne eafe gave over, meddling..with matters pertaining te go- 
_& yernment,, orby.-the pride of the learned Bifheps, who tooke all 
« ypon themfelves, that they alone might feeme to. be fomewhat; 
For ifyouexpound Paflernm for the Teachers or Pafters of Parithes 
| © only,as the Presbyterians do » or for Bifsops alone, as others do; 
JT cannot fee (faith Dr. Downham) how the excluding of Seniors 
“and taking the whole burthen and. imployment upon them{elves,, 


#s either in the Pafor to. exclude /ay- Elders, or in Bifoops to exclude. 
Moa ae i 8: learned 


Anf, And what though? yetall men acknowledge this other da- 


«< could by.Ambro/e be imputed asa matter of floth and idleneffe, 
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© /earned Presbyters. Anfw. 1. The words of Ambrose do plainly 
imply, not onely that confuling With Elders was grown out of ufe, 
bur that the Elders themfelves, who were wont to be confulted i 
with, were grown out of ufe alfo : for his words be, the Synagogue, 
and afterwards the Church bad Elders, without whofe connfek nerhingy 
Was done ts the Church, 8c. which plaitly intimateth, the Church 
formerly had fuch, but then hath them not, they are obfolete, and — 
accordingly cenfulting with them is obfolete alfo. 2. Iris plain 
thele Elders are oppefite to Doftors or Teachers, or ( if you will fo 
conftrue them ) learned men, and therefore thefe Elders were nei- j 
ther Dottors nor Teachers, nor learned men. But to appropriate 
the name ef Doors or Teachers or learned men to Bifoops only, were — 
Coo great an arrogancy in Bifyeps, and too great an injury to che — 
bearned Paftorsand Teachers in every age, till Antichrif his darknefle | 
overwhelmed all in ignorance, a8 well Bifops as Pafors, 3. Ic 2 
may be marvelled, why thof learned oppofites, that make this ex- Pi 
ception fhouldunderftand Azsbrofe to attribute it to the idlenefle 
of the Teachers, that for their owne eafe they gave ever meddling — 


in Matters appertaining to government, when as rather it-was the — 
Bifhops and their parties’ idlenefle, thac they gave over labouring’ 
in Werd and Doétrine, and their pride, that they ingroffed all 
rule and government into their owne hands; and therefore, when 
they fay, they cannot fee how the excluding of Seniors, and the 
taking of the whole burthen of government upon themfelves, 
could: by Ambrefe be imputed asa matter of (loth and idleneffe, ci- 
ther inthe Paftors or Béjbops ; furely, if men do not willingly fhut” 
their eyes, they may fee, and daily experience maketh it palpably 
evident, that they who are moft idle in teaching,are moft bufie and 
proud im government ; fo that the Dedterum defidia, ant mAgIS 
[uperbia, which Ambrofe maketh to be the two caufes why Seniors 
in the Church, and confulting with them, were then both of them ¢ 
grown out of ‘ufe, need no Comment to expound the fame, but the ~ 
perpetual practice of thofe perfons, who have from the former — 
ages, tothis very day, ufarped all Church-government inte their | 
own hands, ane ee ah af ; 
If any man fay (as fome have done) that whatfoever ‘this Am- | 
~brefe faith, yet that famous Bifhep Amsbrofe doth utterly. difclaim ~ 
it, in his Epiftle to Valentinian, that any Lay-reler foonld be fades of 3 
iste Chsreh- 
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Sect.2. if not Strangers to Antignity: 


Church. offices and castfes ; let him take for an anfwer that which 


~ hath been often given ; that we utterly deny thofe ruling Elders to 


be Layamen, ot lay Fudges, but part of thac Church body which — 


 thofeancient times called Clerss. 


- Afitbe faid againe(as alfo itis) that Ambrofe ealleth his Pref- 
byters, Antiffites, and Vicars of Ged, and {uch like ftiles of high ho- 
nour, let them undeiftand, that the leaf Office of rule inthe 


_ Church of God, (to a {pirituall eye) will eafily and fafely admic 


as great acknowledgements as thefe be; onely to flefh and blood 
nothing feemeth divine and high but fecular pompe and worldly 
glory. | | | | 

Having thus refcued the Teftimony of Asbra/e unto Ruling El- 
ders from all Exceptions (of any colourable weight) made againft 
it; Letusadde only one obfervation out ef Antiquity which may 


give fome further light to the caufe in hand.It is well. known to ail 


{uch as are ftudious of Antiquity, that it was counted a rare and in- 
folent matter for an Elder to preach in the prefence of a Bifyop, 
which was the caufe why the good old Bifhop Valerins was. hard- 
ly Spoken of, for fuffering Amguftine, a Presbyter (though a learned 


Presbyter) to preach before him 3 which is faid never any African 


Bifhop had allowed before him. .New whence fhould fuch an 


_ offence as was taken againft Valeriss arife,but from tranflating the 
filence of Ruling Elders from Preaching in the prefence of Paffors 


-and Teachers, unto thofe Presbyters alfo, who were called oft to 


Preach the word freely and diligently as wel as the Bifhops them- 
felyes? But when through corruption of times, Bs/bops claimed to 
themfelves the principall pastoral cure of Soules, then it was taken 
for an offenfive matter, that Teaching Elders fhould preach before 
them; as before it was unwonted for Ruling Elders to Preach bee 


forethe Teaching ordinarily. 


. Objeé.. But there remaines one objection or two, which fome 
learned and prudent men have made againft the Office of Ruling 
Elders. 

Objeét.1.1t is not credible that the office of Ruling Elders fhould 
be of Divine or Apoftelicall Inftitution, and no footfteps left of it 
in any Church of Chrift, for thefe many hundred yeers. , Popery 
itfelte, though it corrupted all Ordinances, yet retaineth fome 
footfteps of every Ordinance of Chrift, though much perverted 
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Chap. 2 
from the firft Inftitution : Bur there are no foot{teps at all of thofe 


Ruling Elders extant ; in any Church, but thofe of Genevab, and 
fuch as have followed their patterne. For thoagh fome tell us of 


The Foosfeps of Ruling Elders. 


Church-wardens and Veftry mex in the Parifs Churches of England, 


who affitt the Preachers in the governing of the Church, yet there 


isa great difference between rhem and Ruling Elders ;For thefe - 


Church- wardens and Ueftry men, are appointed not for affiftance 


to the Minifters in governing the Church, but for other purpofes - 


As Church-wrardens for keeping the Churches ftoc, and laying it 
out upon neceffary repaires of the place of Gods worthip, ( called 
the Church ) and the Vefry being a company of the wifelt and 
richeft Paiifhioners, that have been, or are to be Church-wardens 
arcexercifed in auditing the accompts: of the Church-wardens 
and Colleftors for the poore. And though now and then they are 
taken up in admonifhing an unruly neighbour, yer they doc 
Ete by Authority, as Rulers, but by Christian aifcretion and 
Charity. : | 

ye Wee doe not fay, that Church- Wardens and Veftry men, 
are the /ame with Ruling Elders ; for though they are both chefe 
by the body of the Church, yet inthe choice; the qualifications of 
Ruling Elders are net attended to; nor are they {0 erdasned, either 
with the like holy Selensnstic, or invefted with the fame meafure of 
[pirituall power , nor allowed to continue for life, as Ruling Elders 


_are, and ought to be; Bue yet fuch as they be, wee may fee ia them” 


fome footfteps and remnants, ( and as it were Redera) of that 
holy and’ ancient Ordinance, fo much asis efcaped ou: of the 
ruines of Antichriftian Apoftafic.: For to fay nothing of Chancel. 
lors, Commiffaries , and Officiall, (who are mecre Lay Elders, and 
yet adminifter Church-Government not in one Church oncly, 


but in many {cores of Churches, ) what other thing foundeth che — 


very name of Charch-wWardens., Guardiani fcclefe, but Church- 
Guardians, or Church Ralers? And whatisthe company of Ve. 
firy men, buta kindeof a Confftory? | 

Secondly, Thongh. by the Sophiftry of Satan and of his Vicar 
( the man of fin) agreat part of this care is transformed from or- 
dering the psrituall body of the Church, totake care of the body of 


the matcriall Church or Temple, yet what power of Government is 


left in any Congregation ( befides Preaching the Word ) the 


Chur slo 


gee : : 


Sect.2.. The Duties of Ruling Elders, 


ChurcheWardens and Vefiry min doe aflift the Mixiffers in mana=. 


Ging the fame: they obferve all fcandalous diforders, that are 
found in any.of the Church: Minifters or people they admonith 
the offenders: And though they be over-rulers to! prefent all dif. 
orders to the Cathedral Church ( and the Officers thereof ) which 
of right they fhould complaine of ( when the offenders are in- 
Corrigible ) onely to their own Congregation, yet it isan ufuall 
thing forthe Bifop, and his Officers, to returne fuch offenders 
( having firft paid them their fees ) tothe Mfiniéer , and Church- 
Wardens ,to make acknowledgement of their offences before hem, 
and to profefle. their amendment, of which alfo they muft bring a 
Certificateunder the Adinifter and Church Wardens hands. Yea s 
(of our knowledge) there be fome peculiar priviledged Churches 
‘in England, exempted from the jurifdiction of the Bi/bop, and his 
Officers, where the Church-rardens, and Afsniffers,either by them- 
felves, or with the confent of the Congregation, doetranfact all 
that Government,which in other Churches the 8i/a2p_and his of- 
ficers doe invade and ufurpe ; as to admonith offenders, to enloyne 
acknowledgement of fcandalous. offences, and to debarre from the 
Sacraments, &c.. And by this means they reprefie idleneffe, drun- 
kennefle , {wearing , Sabbath. breaking, and thelixe diforders, 
with better. fuccefle then other Townes.can doe ; who have the 
help of Majorand Juftices, but not fo much fpirituall power in 
the Church :, but by that power which is {till left in fome Chure 
ches.unto their Afiniffers and Guardians 5 (or Relers ) it may rot 
obfcurely appeare, that anciently they did enjoy it. amongft them- 
felves, before one Church began to Lord it over another. 

) Objeét” The other Objection which 1s madeagainit Reling El- 
ders,is; That it is a matter of perrilous confequence tofet up Rx- 
Jersinthe Church, and that by. Authoritic from the Word of 
God, when yet the word hathno where fet forth the limits amd 
bounds ef their Authoritie. : 3 

. Anfice The Word of God hathclearly enough limited the 
bounds of a Rwling Elders Calling,and the worke of his Rule : 
For finceall Eclefafticall power, is the power of theKeyes ; (not of 
the Sword, Marth. 16.19,) And, the Kingdame of Chrift is not of 
this World, Job.: 18. 36. It is plaine, no Church-Governour may 
take, up the power of she Word, to Wit,Civill Inrifartkion, without 
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Chap.2 
ulurpation ; The power of the {word is Princely , Leraly; Butthe 
power the Keys is only Stewardly and Aintferiall; For fo it 18 
faid the Keys of the Houfe of David te Elsakim fs. 22.22. And, 
heWas over the Houfe, Ver. 15. Which phrafe of being over the 
Houfe, is tranflited properly, Gen. 43.19. SteWardof the Hoxfe. 
Seeing then the Kingdome of Chtitt is piriezall, and not Worldly, 
and the Government of his Kingdom is not Lordly, but Stewardly, 
and Miniferiall , evident it is that thefe Reling Elders in the 
Church may onely attend to workes of /piritsall and minifteriall 
Rul: : And further becanfe fuch ats of prituall Rule, asare dif- 
penced in the preaching of the Word, the Ruling Elders are not cal- 
led toattend unto, but that worke is left unto Pafors and Teack- 
ers; Therefore plainc it is that what acts focver of Spirituall Rule 
and Government, Chrift hath committed to his Church over and 
above the Minifery of the Word and Sacraments: All fachaéts of 
Rule are committed to the Ruling Elders, and none but fuch. 

To Inftancethen in the particular duties of the Réling Elders — 
Office: The Ruling Elders having received the keys of Chrifts 
’ Houfe, as his Stewards ; it doth belong to theit power. © 
‘1, To open and (but the doves of Chrifts Honfe or Church ; that is, 
to admit and receive all: members and’ ‘Officers into place in the 
Chureb. ( withthe confent of the Church) and to Keepe out the 
unworthy : Hence Minifters are faid tobe ordained and admitted 
into office by the laying ‘on the hands'‘of the Presbytery, 1. Tim! 
4. 14. And if Minifters beadmitted through their hands into of- 
ficein the Church , how much more’ private members after due 
tryall. | , eaten ASU genet: 

ey If they have power'to open the doores of the Church,’ by . 

admitting officersand other members into the Chureh , and keep- 

ing out the unworthy, (fhutting the doores againit them) Then 
ehéy have alfo power ( With the confent of the Church, and theit - 
fellow=E/ders, as in the former) to calf oue of rhe’ Chnrch by Excome- 

*sunication {uch as fall into fcandalous offences within the Church, 

and dog perfift therin ; For Eju/dem poreftates eft deftiruere, cujHe 

eft inftituere, The fame keys that have power to open the doores, 

have power to{hytits 8) <8) Bho R68 ESSER gh OWE 40) 

3. Asitis the office of a Stewardin a family, fo it isof the Elders 

inthe Church, To fee thatnonc live Inordinately, without wer 

2 ing, 


<< 


| 
| 
| 


‘The Duties of Ruling E Iders, 


king, or idlely ina calling, but every one imployed andfetaworke 


to his Lordsadvantage, 2. The/. 3.10. 11. 12. | 
_ 4, ASa Steward inthe family is not coduffer any members in the 


family to hinder his fellows in his Lords work, fo neither ought 
the Ruling Elder tofuffer any to walke {candalonfly in the Con- 


gregation; for that hindereth edification; which is the worke 
that cach one in his place is to {et forward in the. houfe of God ; 


And the Chureh-Ralers are to attend to {ee it done: accord- 


ingly. 


, $s [tis the Reling Elders office to prepare matters for the Cons 


- gregation, as much as may be, to prevent their trouble, by keeping 
cut fuch complaints,and other matters.as are not yet ripe for the 


Churches cognizance ; And by ordering {ack things as are tobee 
prefented to them; Pex/confultcth with the E/ders-as wellas with 


the Apoltles at Lerufalens:, before he prefented bimfelf to the agi: 


tation of the Church, Ad, 21,18, to 24. , 
6. It belongeth to the Ruding Elders(as well as to the Teacvers) 
to moderatethe carriage ofall matters in the Congregation Af- 


-fembled, as to.call; on Strangers of other Churches or. members to 


{peak uponieccafion, AZ%.13. 15, And fuch may. call men forth 
- to {peak,may call: for filence when {peech is unfeafonable. 


7» Thoke Elders of Ephe(xs, whom Pas! fent for, to. wit, both 


the Teaching and Reling E lders,(Acts, 20.17. )thofe he commands 


to feed the flockof God, ver.28. which ‘imp)ieth they,{hould’ be 


able, not only..to rule, buctoinftrud che people, though not by 


attending to a word of Exbortation, ( whichis the Pafors office) 
_norby attending toa word of Doftrine.( which isthe Teachers of - 
fice )yetby attending to.a word of Admonition; For the Apoftle 
‘maketh Admonition the work ofthem that are over the Church ss 
the Lord +. Thefs'5.'12. that: is, that Rule -oyer them, The fame 


Word whichis afctibed to. Ruling Elderss (1. Times.1 7.) whom he 
- Joyneth with thofe that labour in Word.and do4trine in botir -pla- 
ees, Andindeed Rule without counfelland inftru@ion is-dumbe. 
- Thusall Elders are apt to teach,according to 1, Tim. 3. 5. | 


I 
i 


8. It is apartof.their office ( though it-be not theirsalone } to 
vilit the fick, (efpecially. when they are fent for ) and: together with 
fome counfell and admonition to pray fer them, and to helpe for- 
ward their {pirituall eftate ; as Jam, 5. 34.15.16, 
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Chap.2 
Wee have been the more largein clearing the feverall forts of 
thefe El4ers , which Chrift hath ordained in his Church, becaufe © 
wee find Satan hath been very bufie to fet the wits of men awork, 
bo.h to-confound the feverall Functions of the Pafor and Teacher, 

and utterly to abandon the office ofa Rwsling Elder, 2 
Now for Deacons,which are the other ordinary Officers , ordai- 
hed by Chrift for the perpetuali fervice of the Charch: All men 
doe acknowledge them both to be Inftituted exprefly in the Scrip- 
tures, ( Adis 6, 2.06. 1. Tim, 3. 8. to 13. ) and continued in the 
Church throughout allages, though not without fundry mixtures 
of corruptions in the practife of the Church, which is impertinent 
to our purpefe to profecute, who onely intend to declare and 
cleare our owne practife and proceedings, yeas 
| Deacoxs therefore wee referve in our Churches; but without di- 
{tinction of pre-eminence of fome of them above others: much 
lefle over the Minifters and E/ders : Neither doe wee imploy them 
about the Miniftry of the Word, nor about the Government: Of — 
the Church; For che Apoftles thought chemfelves unmect, both — 
toattend tothe Miniftry of the Word, andto prayer , and‘to 
ferve Tables alfo; And-therefore the worke which the Apoftles 
laid downe, and which the Deacons were elected and ordained 
totakeup, wasthe ferving of Tables, 4és. 6.2.to wit, thefer~ 
ving of all thofe Tables which pertained to the Ghurch to pros 
vide for, which are,the Lords ‘Table; the Tables'of the Minifters 
( or Elders) of the Church, and the Tables of the poore brethren, 
whether of theirown body , or ftrangers ; for the maintaining 
whereof, wee doe not appoint them to goe up and downe to cole 
fect the Benevolences of abler Brethren, bee asthe Apoftles recei- 
ved the oblations of the Brethren , broaght’ and laid downe at 
their feets ,( Ads 4.35.) and theréby made diftribution as the 
xete ule of the Church required ;- fo the Deacons being ore 
dained to takeup and execute that part of the office which the 
Apoftles laid downe; they receive the Oblation of the Brethren 
every Lords day. brought unto them and laid downe before them 
or clfe brought untothem onthe Weekday , and’ diftribute the 
fame, asthe ufe and need of the Church doth require. 
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Sect. 2 


a Weep ts 


p 4 of Election cy Ordination of church- officers. : 


S per IIT: 


‘A. Sfor widowes, whom Pasl {peaketh of » as Servan:s to the 
\ Church ( 2 Tim.§, 9.10.) wee look at them as ft Affiftants 


_ tothe Deacons, in miniftering to the fick poore Brethren in fundry 


needfull fervices , which are not fo fit for men to put their hands 
unto ; onely wee finde it {omewhat rare to findea woman of fo 


| great an age (as the Apoftle defciibeth, to wit,of threefcore years) 


and withall, to befo hearty, and healthy, and ftrong, as to bee fit 


—toundertake {uch a fervice. 


SE rei ev. 


| His thus declared what are the Officers wee defire to fup- 
4 Gply each of our Churches wichall; wee come now to de- 
.clare in what manner they are Chofen and Ordained unto: their 
Offices. | | 
When therefore'any of the Churches are deftitute of any of 
-thefe' Officers, the Brethren of the Church(according to the Apo- 
‘ftles advice, in defect of Deacons, and fo in defect ofall other Of- 
‘ficers ) they looke out from among [t shem/elves, fach perfons as are in 
fome meafure qualified according to the direction of the Word ; 
Elders according to 1 Tiw.2, 8. t07.Tit.1. 6.to 9,Deacons accord- 
ing co Aéts. 6. 3. 1 Tim. 3. 8, to 13. For the Church hath not 4b- 
Solute power to choofe whom they lift, but miniferia! power onely, 
‘to choofe whom Chrift hath chofen, hath gifted and: fitted for 
them. Ifthe Church can finde out nonc fuch in theire own body, 
they fend to any other Church for fit fupply, and each Churehr 
looketh at'it astheir duty to bee mutually helpfull one to another, 
in yeelding what fupply they may, without too much prejudice to 
themfelves, according to Cant.8.8,9, Such being recommended 
to them for {ach a work, they take {ome time oftryall of them, 
partly by cheir owne obfervation and communion with them, 
partly by confultation with the E/ders of other Churches ( conti- 
aning there ) in fo great a work ; to fulfill the command of the A= 
poltle, Lay hands [uddenly on no man, 1 Tim. 3-22. Forevery man 
of cood gifts isnot alwayes endowed with an honeft goers 
: ACALT 5, 
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my 


Ruling Elders, ~ * Chap.2, 
PSO eet Re vei -§ 
heart; and every good heart is not fitted to clofe (fo fully as were 
meet) with every good people; Every key is not fit to epen every — 
Jock;nor every good mans gift fit to edifie every people: But when — 
upon tryall, the Church doth finde every mans {pitic- among them 
defirous of che fellowfhip of the man, and his gifts ; then they a- 
sree amongtt themfelves upon a certain day, wherein in a folemn 
manner they intend to Elect him to office amongft themfelves. OF — 
this they give notice to all the near adjoyning Churches, whom, 
and when; and to what office they intend to choofe fuch.a man, — 
whom they nominate to them, intreating their prefence, and:bro- 
cherly counfell,and affiftance at the day appointed. They give no- 
tice alfo thereof unto the Governour,and fuch other of the Magi- 
ftrates, as are near to them, thatthe perfon'to be chofen meeting » 
with no juft exception from any, may finde the greater incourage= 
ment and-acceptance frontall! -. :-*y+ 5 Aehootpenh se % 
When the day is.come, itis keptas a day of humiliation, with 
fafting, praying, and preaching the Word, according to the pat-, 
tern, Aé.14.23.8& 13.1253. “— 
Towards the end: of the day, one of the Eldgs.of the Church — 
Cif they have any)if not,dne of the graver Brethren of the Church, — 
( appointed by themfelves to order the work of .the day) ftandeth 
« up, and inquireth of the Church, If now after this folemn feeke 
“ ing of God for his counfell and dire@tion inthis weighty. work, _ 
€ they {till continue in their purpofe, to elect. {uch a one for their 
“own Paffor, or. Teacher, or Ruling Elder, whom before they.a- 
‘greed upon; T hen having taken their filence for a confent to their — 
purpofe, He preceedeth to inquire into the approbation of the reft 
of the Afembly, not only the Meffengers, and Brethren of other — 
Churches prefent,but of all that ftand by; becaufle as Elder s to be 
aman of good report of them that are without, (17 im.3.7.)how much 
more well approved of the Churches of Chrift? Hee demandeth — 
“6 cherefore of the Churches firft, and then of the reft, whether any 
‘of chem have knownof any evill,. inthe man_prefented before 
“ them, either in Judgement, or practice, which might give them ~ 
*€ juft caufe co forbear his election? «. BE SI 
_ IE all keepe filence (as ufually they doe, for if any have any — 
jaft exception againft the man, he is wont to acquaint fome or o- © 
ther of the Church with it before the day) he turneth himfelfe ia ] 


ise of Mince ana Driitatie.. 
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“the Church again. Now feeing all is clear for their free eleGion of 
himito fuch an office, he detireth all the Brethren of that Church, 
to declare their Ele€tion of him with one accord, by lifting up 
their hands: which being done, he defireth ro know of the partie 
chofen, whether he doth accept of that calling, which the Church 
hath given him in the name of Ghrift unto that office? He having 
expreiied his acceptance (upon fuch grounds, as wherein he hath 
chiefly feenthe hand of God leading him thereunto, ) the Elder 
doth then admonith the Church what duties the Lord requireth 
of them allin his Word towards him, whom they have thus cho-_ 
fen; And afterwards.advertifeth him what duties the Lord requi-. 
reth of him in that place towards the Church; And having taken 
the acknowledeements of them both, of thefr mutuall dutie to- 
watds one another; He then-withthe Presbyterie of that Churcls 
(if they have any, if not, two or three others of the gravel Chri- 
‘{tians amongft the Brethren of that Church, being deputed by the 
« bodie) doe in the name of the Lord Ielus ordaine him unto 
«¢ that Office, with impofition of hands, calling upon the Lord, 
 ( who hath furnithed him with fpirituall gifts, and bowed the- 
« hearts of the Church to call him tothat office) to acczpt and 
“ owne him therein, to enlarge hisheart and {pirit, according to 
“€ ali the dutiesthereof, tobreathin all his adminiftrations; aud 
« to guide and blefleall his going out and coming in before them: 
An@ forurning his fpeech upon the perfonon waom their haads 
“ate impoled, Heasthe mouth of the Presbyterie, expre fleth their 
¢ ordination of him to that office in the name of the Lord Iefus, 
“« and puts afolemne charge upon him to looke well to himielfe, 
« and to the'whole flock, over which the Holy Ghoft Hath made 
& him an overfeer, as one thar mult give account of alltheir foules 
< unto the great Shepheard of the fheep, atthe day of hts appeat- 
“ing. Aker this the Elders of their Churches prefent , obfer- 
‘ving the prefence of God, both in the ducies of that day. per~ 
formed by the Officer then chofen, and ordained ,. and in the 
orderly proceeding of the Chirch to his Elettion and Ordina- 
‘tion, one of them in the name of all the relt , doth give unto 
him the right band of fellowship, inthe fightof all the Ailembly, 
‘eeftitying their Brotherly acceptance of him , and their thank- 
fulneile to God for his gracious gift bellowed om him, and ae 
bs ib G ‘exhort 
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Of'the Pomer of the Church in Elefion, Chap, 2: 


3 exhort him in the Lord to fulall the miniftery which he hath recei= 


ved of the Lord. . eee Fah salen 
__And, fo after publike praife given to God by him in the name 
of the Church, he diflolyeth the Affembly witha Blefling, 


wT, V,. 

Fo out calling of Deacons, we hold it not neceflary to ordaine 

a. them with like folemnity, of fafting and prayers , as is ufed in 
the Ordination of Elders: becaule we do. not reade the Apoftles 
gave any prefident thereof inthe Ordination of the firft Deacons at 
ferujalem, AG. 6. Butthe Brethren of the Church’ having looked 
out among themfelyes men fitly qualified for that calling,according 
to the Scriptures formerly mentioned,and having made {ome proots 
of them according to the Rule(1 Tim. 3. 10.) the Elders with the 
confent of the Church upon fome Lords day, or other publike holy 
meeting, do ordain them to the Office,and appoint them over that 
bufinefie with prayer and impofition of hands. | 


SECT. VI. 


 \Biet. Two things are here demanded; Firlt, by what war- 
rant the People choofe their Officers 2 


Af. Fromthe Prefident of the Apoftolical Churches. In the 
hooting of an Apoftle, the voices of people wentas far as any hue. 


mane Suffrages could go; of an hundred and twenty , they chofe 
‘wo,and prefented them before the Lord,and his Apoftles, And be- 
caule an Apoftle was immediately to be called of God, out of thofe 
two God chofe one, Ad. 1.15.23.26. AG. 14.23. The Apoftles 
are {aid to have ordained Elders by lifting up of hands, (to wit, of the 
people) as the original word implieth : Andthe multitude of the 
Difciples are direéted by the Apottles to look out and choofe feyen 
Ocacons, ACt. 6.3.15. — 4g) ee Lk 


The practice offucceeding Churches for many years after,is plain ~ 


rom Cyprians words, Lib. 1. Epift. 4. Plebs maxime poteftatem habet vel 
dignos Sacerdotes eligendt, vel indignos recufandi. eran rere hye 
ObjeE. 2. Ivisalfo demanded, by what warrant doth’ a particu- 


‘at Church depute fuch whoare not Presbyters 5 to lay their bands 
a / : | ~ upon 
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 Seét.7. The Church the Subject of Ecclefiafticall power, 


Tg 


on Presbyters? Were it not more regular and orderly to repaire to 
fome Bifhop, to receive impofition of hands from him? or as the Pref- 
byters in every Church in Crete, received impofition of hands from Ti- 
tus, who wasleftin Crete wit! Epifcopall Authotitie for that very 
end, Tit. 1. 5% orrather then take impofition of hands from lay-men,(as 
they are called) why doe northe Churches rather intreat the Elders 
of other Churches to fupply the defect of their own Presbyteric, by 
the Presbyters of other Churches @ : 
An. The warrantby which each particular Church doth de- 
pute fome of their owne body (though not Presbyters) co lay their 
hands upon thofe whom they havechofen tobe their Presbyters, 
is grounded uponthe power of the keys, which the Lord Tefus 


‘Chrift)whoreceived all fullnefle of power from the Father) hath 


~ given tothe Church: Forthe power of the keys, is the power of 


opening and {hutting, binding and loofing, Matth.16.19. And 
this is given to the whole Church met together in his name, 
Mat.18.18. Whatfoever (faith Chrift, fpeaking of the Church) yee 


shall binde on earth, shall be bound in heaven, and whatfoever ye shall loofe 


on carth, shall be loofed in heaven: which is the whole minifteriall po- 
wer of the keys. : 


SsEcr, VIT. 
Objedt. Ol ber Church is not the firft fubje& and receptacle of 
ee, ali Ecclefiafticall power; For though the Church 
ele a Paftor or other Elder,yet the Office ofa Paftor is from Chrift, 
Eph. 4.8. And fo is his Authoritie from Chrift alfo, And if hee 
have’ neither his Office, nor his Authoritie from the Church, 


how can hee bee ordained by the impofition ef the hands of the 


Chureh é:<7is:7°. We | 
Anfw.1.T hough the office of a Paftor in generall be immediately 


from Chrift,and the authoritie from him alfo, yet the application 


of this.office,and of this authoritie to this ele@ perfon, is by the 

Church; and thereforetthe Church hath fafficient and juft warrant, 

as to ele& and call a Presbyter unto office, fo to ordaine him to it,by 

impofition of hands: They that have power to elect a King, have 

ai alfo to depute fome in theix name tp fet the Crown upon his 
éadg fe | 
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whom he receiveth his Commision ; or, that then the Church, in. 


defect of all Officers,may performe all duties of their Officers,(asto ad- 
iminifter Sacraments, and the Like.) | aa 

None ofall thefe things will follow For 1. Moftofthefe Ob- 
jeCtions do ftrike as much’ again{t impofition of bands by Bishops or 
Presbiters.. 2, ‘Though the Elders do receive the application. off 
their office and oftheir power-by the Church, yet-not from the 
Church ; orif from the Church, minifterially onely, as inftruments» 
unto Chrift. So that they cannot choofe.or ordaine whom they 
pleale, to what office they pleafé,but whomel: ey feethe Lord Iefus. - 
hath prepared and fitted for them, and as.it Were }chofen and or~ 
-dained to their hands : nor may they inlarge or ftraiten the li- 
mits of his offce whom they do. elector ordaine, but as the - 
Lord hath preferibed : nor can they give hiny any errand, but onely | 
a. Charge to looke to the minifterie which hee hath received from the Lord: 
nor have they any more Lordly power over him,then he overthem, » 
but both minifteriall.,. as they have received fromthe Lord: nei- » 
ther may they adminifter Sacraments, in defec of all Officers,be- - 
caufe that-by appointment from Chrift pertaineth onely to fuck ~ 
as are called by office to preach. the Gofpel, Mat.28.19.20. Asfor- 
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dets, dpening the dootevofthe Churét by admiffion bf members, 


and dhutting the famecby Chiireli-Cefiftires; ‘théle things they may 
doe Gfmeed be) without Officers Syearand ifall their Officers Were 
found culpable, either ini Hereticalf DoGrine, or {candalous crime, 


yet the Church hath dawfull ‘Autlioritic to proceed to the cenlure- 


ofthemally For they that'as & Church might admonith Archippus, 
(Col, 4i-x'7..) might Gn cafe hé hadnot hearkened ‘to their admoni- 
tion) have proceeded againft him to Excommunication; And 
they that might {e proceed againft one of their Officers, might in 
like fort (upon like ground) proceed againftthem all, which they 
could not doe, ifthe Church did receive the power of the keys not 
immediately from Chrift, but from the Presbyters:, And yetin, fuch 
cafes: our Churches ate’ never wont to proceed, but inthe prefence, 
and ‘yyith the confent and approbation of other Churches; as know- 
ing that in fuch weightie cafes in the multitude of Counjellors there 
is fafeties- Ad -as the Church doth: not choofe:any Eldets, but in 
the prefénce, aridowith the approbation of otter Chiurches ; fo nei- 
ther doth it proceed tothe cenfure of them, but with the like grave 
and folemne affiftance. ) 

Objcét. °2. The Apoftlesreceived the power of the keys imme- 
diately from Chrift, fob.2 0.2 3. -And therefore the Church received 
it fromthe Apoftles,aiid the Officers of the Churches from them al- 
fo,andnot-fromtheChureh. °° 

Anfw. Ic istruethe Apotttes being extraordinary Officers,as they 
were immediately called and chofen of Chrift,not by the Church; fo 

they were moft ofthem ordained by Chrift,and not by the Church, 
And yetnorall ofthem neither: For Paul and Barnabas,though cho- 
fencoithe Apoftolical office immediately fiomGod’, yet they were 
ordained to that off by the impofition of hands of fome officers, or 
membersofthe Church, 44.13,.253. But that hinderech not,but as 
the Apoftles received their power immediately fromChrift, fo did 
the Church receive théir power immediately from Chrift alfo; For 
hetharfaid to the ‘A poltles, Whole finnesyee retain , they are retained ; 
whofe finnes ye remit'they ave remitted; (loh:20. 2 3.), He alfo {aid to the 

_ Church, Whatfoever ye binde on earth, shall be bound in heaven, and what- 
foever ye shall.loofeon earth; shall be loofed in heaven, Mat. 18.18. wliciy 

is a Commifsion of the fame power,and to the fame sifted, As 
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\fthen the Church have received,as wellasthe Apoftles,the fame: 
Commiflion of Church-power, - (fo farreasitis of perpetuall nfe) 
that though the Church then prefented their Officers chofen by 
themito receive Ordination from the Apoltles, yet when ‘the Apo- 
ftles are ceafed, and ne other fucceflors left in their roome, from 
‘whom their Officers might receive ordination; but from the Pref- 
byterie of their own Church; then Where fuch a Presbyterie is yet. 
wantiag, and their power is now to be executed, the Caurch hach 
full powerto give ordination to them themfelves, by the impofiti- 
on of their hands, - s eetae 


Secr VIL 


Object. WW ent the Apoftles ceafed, Bifhops were left as fuccef. 
| fors in then roome; As Timothy in Ephefisy and 
Titus in Crete, to ordaine Elders in every Church, Tit. 1.5. , 
Anfw. Timophy and Titus were not left to ordaine Elders as Bi- 
Shops, but as Evangelifts, whole office wasalike extraordinarie dn 
the Church, asthat of Apoftles and Prophets,(Eph.4. 1 1x) Fheir work 
being to follow the Apoftles, and fo fet forward the work Which 
the Apoftles had begun, whereto the Apoftles called them forth, 
and direétéd them ; And notto Keepe fetled refidence in.any. one 
Church,as Elders doe, or in any one Nation of Churches, as Bifhops 
doe : Timothy isexprefly commanded to do the work of an Evangelift,. 
2 ‘Tim.4.5. And Titus was not ordained a Bifhop at Crete, but left 
in Crete,as having trayelled up and downe with Paul, Gal... 3-and 
comming to Crete, was left to dire@ the certain beleevers in their 
Church-affaires; after Pauls departure : afterwards he departed to: 
Dalmatia,2 Tim.4.10. Sometimes Paul appointed him to meet hina 
at Nicopolis, Tit. 3.12. Sometimes he fent him.to Corinth,2 Cor.12. 
+8. And commends him (as his partner and fellow-helper) to the . 
Church of Corinth: And at Troas, Paul found no reftin-his {pirit,be-» 
caufe he foundnot Titus his Brother, 2 Cor.2.1 3. And in Macedonia 
he found much comfort;becaule he found Titus there,'2 Cor: 7: 556. 
Which argueth his calling was not Epifcopall to reft in.a certaine 
charge,but to travell up and down withthe Apoftles,or after them, » 
or whither the Holy Ghoft {hould lead them forth to help forward 
che work of Chrift,and the Apoftles, 


\ 
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Object. But in the Sub{criptions of the Epiftles of Paul to them, 
Titus iscalled the firft ordained Bishop of allthe Cretians 3, And T imothy 
the fisft ordained Bishop of the Church of Ephefus.® 0s 8 oe 


ae Anfw. The Sublcriptions of Pails Bpiftles; both thole bade ref 


aré no part of Canonical Scripture,-but Apocrypha; not written by 
the Apoftles themfelves, but by fome Scribe that copied’ them out 
in after ages, asis obferved by many learned both Proteftants and 


Papifts : In particular this Sub{cription in the Epiftle to Titw, con- 


‘raineth ain apparent miftake’s forthe Sub{cription ‘faith, the Epiftle 


"was written from Nicopolis to Macedonia: asif Paul had been af Nico- 


polis when he wrote this Epiltle » which conceit in‘ the Scribe 
{prang froma miftake of Pauls words, Tit. 3.12. where Paul bids 
Titws be diligent to come to me to Nicopolis, for Lhave determined there -to 
sinter: but Paul doth not fay, -I have determined here to winter, 
(as if he were there already in Nicopolis) bar Ihave detezmined 


there to wititer, to wit, as intending to'go thither for to winter. The. 


Subfcription of the Epiftle to Timothy, ftiling himthe firft ordained 
Bishop of the Ephefians, will not and with the Apofiles charge to 
him in the fame Epiftle, (2 Tim.4. 5.) do the work of an Evangelist. 
For a Bifhop was to attend with perfonal refidence. upon his 


‘charge, At. 26.22, Buran Evangelift was to travell up'and down 
“with the Apoftles,or after them y to come and go at their appoint- 


“ment: As Paultheredoth command Timothy to be diligent to come 
‘to bim, 2° Tim. 4.9.21. Againe when Paul addrefleth himfelfe to 


goto Rome, (from whence this Sub{cription telleth us this Epiftle 
was written ) he intending to pafle by Macedonia to Rome, (Ad. 
19.22. befought Timothy to abide fil ae Ephefus, 1° Tim: 1.3. But if 
Timothy had been the Bifhop, ordained of the Ephefians, his dutie 
would have bound himto abide there,and should not have needed 
Pauls intreaty foto do. | : | My 
Befides when Paul imthar journeycame to. Miletus, he called 
forthe Elders of Ephefus, AG. 20. 17. whom alfo he named Bi- 
shops’: for fo the Greek word is, which istranflated Overfeers,v.2 8. 


-and then Paul acknowledged: no fuch fingular ordination of any 
toa tranfcendent Epifcopacie, but wascommonto all the Elders 


#0 fend the Elders whom they have chofen; unto any Tran-cendent 


Wea 


of Fphefus : But that it may further appear, thavir was not the 
intent of Paul, or’ ofthe other Apofiles,. to direct the» Churches 
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the name.of Elders; fome Ruling Elders. 5 fome: Labouring. in. the 
1Vord and Doctrine + Andinhis Epiltleto: Titus 5 the Elders. which 
Paul left Titus to ordaine in every Citie 5 he calleth them Bishops, 
Tit. t. 5.7. Now ofthefe he.appointeth many Elders, and many Bi- 
shops.in one Citie-or Church: net many Cities or Churches under. 
oneBifhop, Ady 14.23. Eldersin-every-Citie, AQ, 29.175 '18.Ma- 
ny Elders and Bishops in the Church of Ephefis, Phil, 1.1 0. Many Bi- 
shops as well as many Deacons, in one Church of Philippi, and that a 
poor one too: for Pbilippi: was a Chutch in Macedonia, AG. 16. 12. 
~Anidall the Churches of, Macedonia had tryal of deep poverty, 2: Cor. 8. 
at Ze asous ike) abit Peel oy hi et 
2, Inthe Epitlesto Timothy acl itws, there isno difference at 
all put, of any one Bishopabove his fellows, excepr.onely the 
difference of Ruling and Teaching Elders, 1 Tim. ¥. 17. And thofeas 
they are not fet over many Churches, fo neither are any. of them 
er above his fellows : onely the Preachers are allowed more reve- 
rence and maintenance then the Rulers, If. the Holy Ghoft had.ap- 
pointed fome fingular Bishops above the reft, of any. trahfcendent 
and eminent office,he would have appointed himalfo fone eminent 
and tranfcendent proper work.of his office; But what shall that be? 
shall it be Ordination, as Hierome faith , {peaking of the Bishops in 
chistime: Quid fatit Epifcopus excepta ordinatione quod Presbyter non fa- 
cit? ). Why, that'is a: worke of Rule: or shall igbehearing accufati- 
vons again{t Elders, and cenfuring them accordingly : as 1 Tém.5.19. 
202 Why; that isa work of Rulealfo. .Nowthe Apoftle acknow- 
\ dedgerh no As of Rule,nor any Elders (or Bishops). thardo Rule, 
vas worthy of greater honour,then {uch Eldersas labour-in word and 
‘Dotrine, 1 Tim. §. 17. Itis therefore, apparently contradictory to 
the inftitutions given by Paul inthe Epiltles;to Tamotfy dana :Titng, - 
toferuipany eminent or tranfcendent Bishop in the a in 
| : | \ -getpedct 


sf 


+ COE NS eae tT rae 


a ee ee ie 


oe on satin maaan adi 


‘Se&t.g. by Divine Inflitution.— 
refpe of Rule,or exercife of office of more hanout and power,then 
ertal eth to all the Minifters of the Word. Sothat evident it is, 
hat neither Ordination, nor Juri{diGtion, (which are both of them 


As of Rule) are to be fetched ftom tranfcendent Bithops, but per- 


tain indifferently to all the Presbyters. 


Sec, 1X. 
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Objett. B if no tranfCendent ads of jurifdiGion and rule be re 
| erved unto one Bifhop alone above other Minifters, 
how cometh it then to paffe, that in Rep. 2.3. each fingular Angel 
inthe Churches cf Afia, isadmonithed, and reproved alone for all 
the faults that are found in his Church, whereof he isthe Angel? 
Why fhould one Angel alone be charged withthe guilt of all thofe 
faults in the Church, if it were not in his handalone to redreffe and 
punifhthem? = i 

Anfy. Teisan uftall ching with Joon, (and found alfo in other 
Scriptures) coufetename of Angel not fingularly for one perfon, 
but colleively for a company,adminifiring the fame work : As the 
feven Angels that founded the feven Trumpets,& the feven Angels 
that powred out the feven Vialls, were not feven fingular perfons; 
but feven companies, or forts of perfons, performing that fervice. 
And when David faith,the Angel of the Lord pitcheth his tent about them 
swhich fear him, Pfal. 34.7. He fpeaketh not ofone Angel alone, but 
ofmany of them; For onealone cannot pitch his Tents about all 
ehem that fear God. Andt’‘at Iobnin the fecond and third Chap- 
ters of the Rerelation,did not mean by the Angel of the Church,one 
fingular perfon, butthe whole company of the Miniltegp, of the 
Church (the whole Presbyterie of perfons,more then one is evi- 
dent by his {peech unto them,as unto many; the devil(faich he)fhall 
caft fome of you into Prifon, Rep.2.10.Some of you, which implies 
more then one.And again in Rev. 2.2 4. (pea’sing unto the Angelo 
the Church of Thiatira, but unto you *, I fay, and unto the reft or 
Thiatira, which argueth that the Angel diftinguifhed from the reft 


of the Church,was more then one perfon, for he faith unto you, in 
the plural number. | 


Ob,eé. But now,fayfome; Let itbe fo then, if fach eninent 


and tran{cendent Bifhops (that is, Diocefan Bifhop;) who claimea 
H pe.5e- 


m% ' ne ree, oe 
wee say 
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Preshyters of other Churches. Chap.2 ‘| 
pecteleffe power.in Ordination and Inrifdi@ion to themfelves a- 
lone,have no foot-hold inthe Scripture,then lecchem neither have 
nae, norplace, portion, right, nor memorial inthe Chriftian 
Churches of the new Teftament. But yetneverthelefle, the Apo~ 
file is clear for a Presbytery,and acknowledgeth impoficion of hands 
(even upon Timorhy,how much.more upon other Elders) by the . 
Presbyterie, 1 Tint.4.14. » ee 

An{y. Wee willingly alfo acknowledge tiie fame, where God 
hath furnifhed any Church witha Presbyterie. To them it pertain- 
eth to ordain by impofition of hands, any Elders or Deacons that 
fhall bee chofen by office, by the Church committed to them ; 
But ifthe Church want a Presbyterie;for want of Elders,they want 
a warrant to repair the Preskyterie of another Church, to impofe 
hands upon their elect Elders. cay 

~ Our Reafons be oS 

Real. be Firft, Ordination by impofition of hands, 1s a work of Church 
: Power, as all men acknowledge: Naw as no Church hath Power 
over another, but all of them fland in Brothorly equalitie one 
towards another; fo the Presbyterie of one Church,hathno Power 

over the Elders ofanother. Asthe Apofties having all of them re- 

ceived the fame Commiflion(Io).2 0.2 3.) had none ofthem power 

over another; fo the Churches having recived all of chem the fame 
power ofthe keys, (as hath been {hewed above)}they none of them 
have power over another, and therefore no power of ordination of 

one anothers Officers. | : 

’ As every Church hath equally reecivedthe fame power of the 
keys,o ought they to maintain and ftand faft in the fame; The pow- 
er of ie keys as it is a priviledge and liberty purcha‘ed to the. 

Rrafi2. ChurclMy the bloud ot the Lord Iefus; foata lefle xate it may nor 
be alienated fromthe Church. Chrift by his death and refirreGtion 
hath obtained all power both in heaven andin earch, Mar.28.18. 
Phil.2.8,9,10. And look where he hath communicated the fame by 

~ his Teftament,ratitied in his bloud, there it ought toremaine and 
not to be removed out of theirhands, by the hand of man.or An- 
gel, Whence itappeareth unlawfull for any Church of Chrift to 
put over that power which they have received of Chrift, our of 
their own hands, into the hands of the Presbyters of other Chur- 
ches. The Apoftles haying received all of chem equal! power from 
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Connfel not by Authority. 


Chrift, is wasnot lawful for thera by common confent, ro have 
conferredupon Peter and Pawl, Lames and Io.n; a tranfeendent go- 
vernmentover them all. If fome of the Apoltles feem to be pillars, 


-as is faid of Peter, Lames and Joon, Gal.2.9. and fo more eminent 


4n giftsthen all their brethren’, it may put upon their brethren an 
expediencie, and fometimes a necellity to call upon them for more 
counfel, but not to call them to more authority. In like fort, ifa 
Churchina City, andthe Officers thereof, be of more eminent 
-giftsand graces, thena Church ina village, itisajuft occafion for 
the Church in the village to liften the more after the counfel of the 


Church in the Citie, but not to fubmit the more unto their Au- 


‘thority in the way of fubjection. And{or istrue, a Claflis of the 
Presbyers of many Churches may excel(in more variety of all abi- 
lities) thea the Presbyrerie of any one Church, yet that onely rez~ 
chethto make their counfel the more weighty and acceptable, but 


-petto inveft chem with more rule or more authority. Thirdlyyifa 


Church shall fend to the Presbyters of another Church for ordination 
of their Elders, they may as well repaireand fubmit to them for cen- 
faring of their offenders ; and would not that be a manifelt tranf- 
grefiion of the royall law of Chureh-Government, Math. 18.19. 
16,17, 18. If a Brother (ee his brother falne into a fcandall , and 


~afterdealing with him firt himfelfalone, and then with the con- 


vidtion of twe or three witnelles, find him to give no fatisfaction at 
all, whither fhall the offended brother repair ¢ If to the Church 
whereof the brother offending isa member, that is indeed accor- 


dirgtothe rule, but what needistherethen, or what ground of 


Fepairing to the Presbyters of other Ch urches ? by what Authority 
fhallthey proceed to cenfure the offender that is a member of ano- 
ther Church? | 
Indeed if a Brother offended fhall complain to the Church 
whereof the offending brother is a member, and the Church neg 
Je@to do their duty, through prejudice or partiality, or othet 
remifneffe, it may then be lawful to make ufe of the brotherly love 
and brotherly communion,which one Church oweth and beayetl 
‘ro another. The brothet offended, and not fatisfied with the 
proceedings of his owne Church againft the offence,may thei re- 
pair to the Elders of other Churches, and crave their judgement 


and counfel in the cafe in hand; and ifthey doe not approve upon 
mea H 3 good 
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admonith the Elders of that Church touching what they judge 


= 2 Bets eS ae a iinet 
oodinguirie the proceedings of their fifter-Church, they may 
amifle.. Butif the Elders hearken not unto them, the Elders who 
admonith them, being unjatisfied, may acquaint their own Church 
with the offence of their nei ghbour Church, and then in the name 
of the Lord, and of their own Church, they may admonifh them 
thereof, by Letters and Meflengers fent to them to that purpofe. 
ifyeethe Church admonifhed, hearken not unto them, the Church 
oflended may and ought to acquaint their neighbour Churches 
therewithall, who may joyne with them, either in convincing the 
offending Church of their fir; and fo prevaile with them unto re- 
formation; or elfe (if they perfilt in obftinacy ) they may from 
thenceforth withdraw all continuance ‘of brotherly communion 
with them, till they acknowledge their tranfgreflion ; which is as 
far as Churches may goe in a Church-way,in cafe of obftinacie of a 
neighbour-Church in any offence , and. fo farre they may goe ac- 
cording tothe proportion of the rule, Mat. 18.1 5516, 17. Looke 
what mule a brother is to attead unto in feeking to heal the offence 
of abrother, the fame rule may and oughta fifter-Church'to attend — 
unto,in feeking td heale an offended filter-Church. And looke as 
Paul who hadreceived the fame equall power of the keys, with Pe= 
ter, reprored Peter openly vrben be vvas to bee blamed, Gal. 2,11. fo one 
»Churci, who hath received the fame equall power of the keys with 
another, may reprove another Church openly, when they are to be 
blamed. And look by what power they may reproye them, by the 
fame they may proceed to withdraw from them, if they hearker 
otto their reproof according to God.But all this notwith{tanding, 
they will not allow a brother offendedto complaine to the Presby- 
ters of another Church,till he fee no hope of removall ofthe offence 
by his own Church at home.. ‘ 
I 
CO Biabte Lelie aoe 
Oftie Addition of Members to the Charch, 
Sx C Te dy ' , 


(> ~He Church-being thus gathered and furnithed with fach 


Oiftceis, in fuch manner as the Lord:hath appointed ; 
looke as in the firlt Primitive Church the Lord added to 
them 
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Sectete of Members tothe Church. 
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them WDE nee ‘Bee faved, AAS v.47. fo doe wee admit and 
£ 


receive fromthe Lord fitch as he fendeth and addeth unto us. The 
firft and loweft number of a Church, to which the other members 
are added; is not exprefly limited in the Word , onely itis not fo 
low’asforne have conceived, to confit onely oftwo or three, itisa 
miftake of that place, Mat. 18.20. where a promife of Chrifts pre- 
fence is made to two or three,to conceive it madeto the loweft num- 
ber ofa Church-body ; for thofetwo or three, are not confidered 
there asa Church-body, but asa fufficient number of witnefles to 
joyn with a brother offended, m convineing and admonifhing the 
brother that gave the offence; againft whom, ifhe do not hearken 
tothem, they are then further to proceed, andto tell the Church. 
Which argueth that they themfelyes arenot a Church, buta {mal- 
ler companie agreeing in a dutie of brotherly love, either to heale 
an offending brother by their own admonition, or to witnefle a- 
gainft him before the Church; and yet'they have a fpeciall. pro- 
mife of Chrifts prefence with them in the dutie, left they might 
thinke fuch a labour of love undertaken in vaine. 
But the Church mult needs bee a greater number then two or 
three,fecing thele two or three aré to refer the perfon and the caufeto 
-agreater body then thenilelves; forthough there might be a dome- 
ficall Church in Adan and Eve at the beginning, yet fuch'a Church 
which Chrift hath inftituted in the neve Feftament, confifteth of a 
reater number, The very officers ofa Church, compleatly furni- 
thed, areno leffe then foure, (a Paftor, a Teacher,an Elder, a Dea- 
‘coh,) and thereforethe body ofthe Church had neede to bee of a 
greater number then fo ‘And ‘though the effence ofa Church may 
‘confit without the integritie of alPhis members (as a lame man that 
“wanteth fome of his members may‘have the {fence of'a'man:}* yet 
utider feven,a Church can hardly confift of fo many members as dee 
perfornie aay part ofa Church-body, | F 
To fuch a body, how’ many members may be'added, is not li- 
mited expretly ny the Wordonely it is’ provided ithe Word,that 
they benno more their thar all tnty meee in one Congregacion, that 
all may heare,and all may be ed fed.For(as hath been noted above) 
the Apoftle fo defctibeth the whole Church as niceting tn one place, 
t Cor. 14.23. Bur if all cannot leure, all cannot be'rd:fied. Betides 
the Apoftlerequireth, thar-when t-¢ Church nxeteth rogether tor 


the. 


Who wreto be admit ted PBC. 9 Chap; | % g 


the celebrating, of the Lore 
x Cor. £1. 33. Which argu 


Supper, theysoull tarry. one for another 
| ech the Church indued with only or- 
dinary Officers, thoulderaGlt of no greater number then that all 
might partake together of the Lords Supper in one Congregation, 
and theefore fuch Parifkes asconfift ia noh they we 
ail iit materialls for Church-feliowthip yet oughtto be divided ihto 
many Chureltes, as too large for one. When the hive is to full, 
Bees (warme into.a new hive; fo fhould fach exceflive numbers of. 
Chriltians iffue forth into more Churches. Whence it appeareth 
tobe an error,to fay there is no limitiaton or diftinGion of Pa- 
rifes,meaning of Churches,(jure divien)for though a precile quo- 
tient, a number of hundreds and thonfands be not limited to eve- 
ry Church, yet fuch a number is limited as falleth not below feven, 
nor rifeth above the bulke of one Congregation, and {uchaCon- 
gregation wherein all may meet,and all may hear,and alJ may par- 
take,and all may be edified together. REE REIS, 
SEG Tus Ll 
poe that defire to bee added and joyned to fuch a body, they 
firft make known their defires to the Elders of the Church,who 
take triall of their knowledge in the principles of religion, and of 
their experience in the ways of grace,and of their ces converfati- 
onamongftmen:that if any of thembe found ignorant,and graceles, 
or {candalous,he may not be prefently prefented to the Church,til} 


thee evils were removed. The ftones that were to be laid in Solo- 


mons T emple, were {quared and made ready before they were laid in 
the building neither iron,nor ax,nox any iron tool was heard in the 
houfe, while it was a building, 1 King 6. 7.. And wherefore fo, if 


-notto hold forth that no membets were to be received into the 


Church of Chrift,but fuch as were rough-hewen, and {quared, and 


fitted tolie clofe and levell to Chrift and to his members ¢ 


But when fuch as offer themfelves are approved of the Elders,they 
are propounded by one of the Ruling Eiders to the Church,with a 
motion to the brethren to make enquiric after them, and ifthey 
thall heare of any,pit exceptions againft them, to give notice of it 
toone ofthe Elders. ; eh 

But ifno exception be heard of,they are called forth before the 


15000, though they were - 
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Church, 4 
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Sete2.” Church fellowships and how. cs 


Church, after other holy duties are performed, and each one ma- 
- keth confeifion of his finnes, and.profeTion of his faith.” In con- 
feilion of his finnes (that it may appeare to be a penitent confetii. 
on)he declareth alfo the grace of God to his foule, drawing. bim 
“out of his finful eftate into fellowfhip with Chrift. In the profel- 
' fion of his faith, he declareth not onely his good knowledge of the 
principles of Religion, buralfo his profelfed fubjection. to the Go- 
el of Chirift, with his defire of walking therein, withthe fellow- 
ipofthat Church. Now before or after fic’ 1 is profellion or 
> confeffion, thof of the bret! ren of the Church who are of his ac- 
--quaintance doe give fomte good teftimony (ifneed be) of his life 
and converfation ; either according to their owne knowledge of 
him, ot according to the crediblereports or letters which they 
have received concerning him: which done, the Ruling Elder, or 
one of the Preaching Elders propoundet!: it to the Church, whe- 
ther from all that they have heard and{eene, they finde any juft 
exception againft him? iffo, itiscleared and removed before any 
further proceedings; ifno jult exception appear, the Rulitig Elder 
_ then moveththe Church to exprefle their acceptance of him ‘into ii 
—— fellow!thip with them,by lifting up their hands. Which done (and . 
the like courfe taken with two or three more, asthe time willper- ni 
mit (the Elder propoundeth to them the heads of the Covenant which a 
the Lord hath made with his Church, what promifes of grace he hath made Gg 
tothem: as alfowhat duties of faith and obedience he doth require of them ; 
As to take the Lord Iefus for their onely Prieft and Atonement, their onely i 
Prophet and guide, cheir only King and Law-giver, and to ‘walke in profefed i 
fubjeTion untoall bis holy Ordinances, as alfo to walk in brotherly love witi 


"phe brethren of this Churc),unto mutual edfication and fuccour, according er 
go therule of the Gofpel. Andthe new received members acknow- ia 
edging this to be their dutie, and profeiling their confent unto it ic) 
 inthename of Chrift; the Eldet doth further acquaintthem with: - 


what duties of holy wate-fullneffe over them they may expect | 
fromthe Church, and fo fhuteeth up his work with fome fhort pray- 4 


ex untothe Lord, w0 keepeth covenant and mercy with thou- e 
; . 1 : : «3 itive 6 
fands of his people , to make ws all faithfullto him.and one to ano- nf 
gher, according to the rules of his holy Gofpel in Chrift Tefus, the. 4 


Mediator, and furetie of his Covenant, berweenthe Loxd and his 


people... ) 
SECT, 


- Noe mintofence is there it) all this? or what feruple may - 


Gractom qualifications required an Chap. 30 
. 28 Bom LIT, sett! ate] eS eer ey | 
| meas > ich saa 


rife ina godly mind againft thefe chings¢ Two or three things 
feem hereinotientive,but are nor. > LINE teen 

Full, That we require gracious qualifications in fach as wee res 
ceive to Church-fellowfhip: whereas the vifible Church is faid to 
confit of all forts, good and bad, _andto be a garner containing 
chaffe and wheat, asa field wierein wheate and tares grow up 
together. Ssh at 

Secondly, That we receive firch into the Church by a covenant. 
_ Thirdly, T hat we communicate too muc!i power unto the peo- 
pie, and do not rather referre all power (inthiseafe) ‘nto the hands 


_ ofthe Elders. To give therefore fome acconnt of thefe,as the Lord 


{hall atiift. | i uy 
. Forthe fir, Though we willingly admit all commers tothe 
heating of the Word with us (asthe Corinthians admitted Iafidels; 
i Cor. %4.24525.)yet we receive none asmembersintothe Church . 
but fuch (asaccording tothe judgement of charitable Chriftians) _ 
may be conceived to be received of God into fellowlhip with — 
Chrift the head of the Church. : 
Our Reafons be; 6143 
Firll, fromthe neer relation between Chrift JeftisandtheChurch: 
as alfo between rhe Church and. the other perfons in the Trinity: 
the Lord Jefusisthe head of the Church,even of the vifibleC hurcli, 
and the vifible Church isthe body of Chrift Jefits,x Cor.12.2 7.The 
vifible Chure': is faid to be the habitation of Godby the Spirit,Eph. 
2.22. tobethe Temple of the holy Ghoftsand the Spirit of God to 
dwell in tem, 1 Cor.3.16,17.to be efpoufed to Chriftas achafte | 


_Virgin,2 Cor.1 1.2. The members of the vifible Church are faid to 


be the fons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty,2 Cor.6.18, 
and are exhorted to be followers of him as dear children, Eph. 4. r. 

Now howcan the vifible Church be the members of the body, or 
the Spoufe of Chrift, or the Temple of theholy Ghoft, or the 
Sons aud Daughters of the heavenly Father, exceptthe members 
in charitable difcretionbe (as indeed the holy Ghioft deferibeth 
th.nito be) Saints,by calling (1 Cor. 3.2.) and faithfull Brethren, | 


Gal. x. 


Sekt. 3. — bothe making of Church-Members, 

Gal, 1, 2.and that not onely by extérnall profeffion, for thefe are 
too high {tiles for hypocrites, but in fome. meafare of finceritie 
and truth. +s mal ur toto f ‘ 

__ Secondly, We read 47. 2, 47. that the Lord added to she Church 
daily (2ch as fhould be faved; and how then thal wee adde to the 
Church fitch as God addeth not ¢ fach as have no thew of any fa- 
‘ving worke upon.them to any {pirituallidifcernitig ?-onght not tha 
Lords Stewards to be faithiull in Gods honfe} and'to doe nothing 
therein, but-as they fecthe Lord goe before them? receiving whom 
he receiveth, and tefufing whom he refu‘eth, cafting out whom 
he calteth out. Doth not the Apoftle Pau/ upon this ground di- 
rect the Romans to receive 4 weake beleever sbecaufe the Lora bath rex 
ceived him ? Rom.14..1. 2.3. fenifeti’ nls ie" 


Thirdly, The Lord Jefus maketh the profeffion of the faith of 
hisname, and fuchayprofetsion as le and-bloud hath not revealed 
toa man but his heavenly Father; to.be the rocke on which his 
vifiole Church is built; for he {peaketh of firch a: Church where- 
_ unto he committeth the keys of his kingdonie,-and that is the vifie 


ble Church, 4441.16.16, to 19.- Nownif fiuch:a profelsion be-the 
rocke and foundation of a vifible Church, then. wee thall builda 
Church without. foundation, it wee receive {uch members into 
the Church as doe not hold forth fach-} protefsion, but -either 
through ignorance make no profefsion- atvall,or {ach a verbal] pros 
fefsion as favoureth not of any bleffed worke of the. Father by his 
Spirit upon their hearts, And dothnot the Lord expoftulate wich 
[uch agucft as comes into the fellowthip of bis Church, even unto 
his Table, sot having a wedding garment, Mat. 22. 12, And deth 
not expoltulation intimate a Taxation alo of them: by- whofe coani- 
wence be came in, where he faichs bow commeft rhonin bither? And 
doth not Chriftin the parable impute it to the fleepine fe ( that is; 
to the remifleneffe and negligence ) ef bis Servants, that tares were 
Lowen in his fieldamongft the wheat, AZar, 3.35. 38. 39, 


Fourthly, Such as have onely a forme of godlineffe, and deny the | 


porver of it » Wee are forbidden to Joyne With, and commanded 16 tuyne 

from them, 2 Tim.3.5. » ), pil = 23 py] WY ea 
Fiftly, Can any man judge fuch perfons fit materialls for the 
conftituting and edifying of a Church , who are more fit for the 
ruin-and deftruction of the roca fuch as leave their firft ee 
| as 


* 


= . 7 = sm are icy i a 
<i TOR, on ea ace is aster a re 
ee at wee Se Biel FE 


poke 


Triall of Church Members. | ~Chap.3) 


EAL EE 


(as ali hypocrites willat length?) They procure the removall of 
the candleftick, Rev.2.4. Wee paffe by the types of the old Teftae 
ment, which yet are not without their due weight ;it was touched 
above, that rough ffones were not laid in the building of Solomons Tem~ 
ples till they were hewen and prepared b-fore,1 King.6, 7. and behold 
a greater then Solomon 14 hre, anda greater Jensple then that of So- 
Jomons ; the attendance and Warchfulneffe of the porters [uffzring none 
to enter into. the Temple that were uncleane in any thing, 2 Cht0.22.19. 


- doth it not evidently tipe forth the watchfulneffe of the O fficers: 


of the Church of Chrift to fuer none uncleane(uncleane in eftate’ 
or courte of life)to enter into the fellowfhip ot the Church, which 
ought to be a Conimunion of Saints ?' . 
- Wellehen, ifallthe members of the Church ought to be Saines 
by calling and faithfull brethren, it cannot be thoughtan unfeafona- 
ble curiefitie, but rather helda dus ahd faithfull watchfulneffe in 
the Officers and body of every Church of Chrift, to takea duc 
triall of men by a confeffion of finnes, as Iobn Baprift did, Adat. 3.6. 
and by a.profeffion of their faith,as Philip did, Aéz. 8. 37. before they 
receive them into the Church as members of the body of the Lord 
Iefus: neither was it an exceffive aufteritic in Joh», but an holy — 
faithfulneffe and godly zeale, not onely to repulfe the Scribes and 
Pharifes,Mat.3. 7. but the prophane people alfo from his Baptifme, 
Lxk 3.7. a8 thofe who werea generation of vipers, and bad not yet 
brought forth fruit meet fer repentance, VCr. 7.8 and therefore them- 
felves were not meete for his Baptifme, which was a baptifme of 
repentance, Lvk.3. 3. Nevertheleffe, in this triall, we doe not ex- 
act eminent meafure; either of knowledge, or holineffe, but doe — 
willingly ftre:ch ont our hands to.receive the Weake in faith, {uch 
in-whof= fpirits wee can difcerne the leaf? meafsire of breathing and 
panting after Chrifts tn their fenjible fecling of a loft eft ate : for we had 
rather 99. hypocrites fhould perifh thr: ugh prefumption,then ons 
humble foule belonging to Chrift fhould finke under difcourage- 


‘ment or de{paire ; and by reafon of thefe hypocrites received into 


the Church, itis thatthe (harch is faid to havein it good and 
bad, wheate and tares ; for cares, ( asHierome faith ) are like to 
wheate: 4k 8 ie ace. 


Sect. 4. ) Admifsion by way of Covenant. 


Sn t. LV. 


Ome wee now to give account of the fecond point,why wee 
receive fuch into the Church by way of Covexanr, 
1.Mecte it is that as the whole Church was received as onc 
body unto « hriftby profeffing their entrance into covenant with 
God as hath been fhewed above inthe third Propofition of the 
fif: part , {o every member of the Church fhould be received into 
the fame fellowthip, by profcflion of their taking hold of the fame 
Qovenan' ;Eadem eff ratio partinm G& torius ther is the fame reafon 
of the whole and of the parts, in {uch things as concerne the com- 
mon nature of both; And as all relatives doe, they mutually ar- 
gucone another. Hence it is that when godly (trangers ( who had 
joyned themfclves to the Lord, to wit, by faith , to ferve him, to 
Jove hisname, and keepe his Sabbath } were to be brought into the 


- fellowfhip of the Lords houfe , they added this dutie over and a- 


bove the former, they taoke hold of the Covenant of the Lord, Ila. 56- 
354.5 ,6,7,Surely not dy faith owely for their per/onall (alvation, (tor 
je they took hold of the covenant before when they joyned shem/elves 
tothe Lord, vcr.3. ) but by their profeffion of their acceptance of the 
Covenant, and [ubjettion ta it, which the Lovd makeeh With his Church 
and people, whom bee canfeth to paffe tnto the bond of the Covenant, 
Ezek. 20. 37: 

Objet. It is objected firt , that the place in //aiah {peaketh of 
fuch frangers a8 were profeljtes, who in joyning themfelves to the 
Lord, were therein alfo joyned unto the Charch,tor fo joyning ta the 
Lord, implyeth joyning to the Charchy Yer.50.5. Zech.2. 11. 

Anfw.1.They that joyned to the Lord in thofe Texts of Ieremsie 8¢ 
Zachary, didindeed in fo doing joyne ina Church-body alfo ; 
for they whoare there fpoken of were « multitude, concurring and 
confenting in the fame Govenant, to joyne to the Lord, and to bee 
come his people ; but here in //aiah, the Eunuch and f{trangers are 
{aid to be joyned tothe Lord, who yet were not joyned to the 
Church, but ready tocomplaine that the Lord bad utterly deprived 
shems of that libertie of joyning to the Church, and bad utterly feparated 
them from his people ner 3.As indeed he had by exprefle Law /epara~ 
ved them, that isprobibited them from entring inte the Congregation of 

I2 | she 
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the Lord for ever, Deut. 23.1 ,2,3- Againit which Law the Lord 
comforeth them with this promife of the Gofpel, that in the new 
Teftament , neicher their Ennuchial/ etate, nor the aléenation or 
Strangerueffe ofany Nation, fhallbe an impediment unto theit en- 
trance into the Lords honfe, which isthe Church, > 
The joyning (there {poken of) is not their joyning tothe Lord 
and his people as Profe/ye s of the Church; for though chey were 
joyned tothe Lord, yet they complained of their dii-joyning and 
feparating from the Lords people,but the Lord comforteth them. 
with this promife;that /isch as are joviucd ro thé Lord he will hereafe’ 
ter bring them to his hou/e; no bodily infi-mitie, (as that of the Exe 
xnch) nor nationall pollution (as that of fome ffrangers) Should ‘hin= 
der their admittance intohis Church, onely this the Lord requi-: 
reth both of the £ ssnuches, ver. 4.and of the frangérs, ver. 6. who: 
had Joyned themfelves to rhe Lord before,that they dos al/a take bald 
of bis Cavenant ( as antecedent to their entrance into. @burch-fele 
lowlhip, )to wit,take hold of it by (olensne profeffion of their accep=: 
tance of it, and of their {ubje@ion toit. SCRIBE a. 
Object. 2. It isnot credible that the Lord would ever feparate 
or debarre fuch from. Churchefellowfhip as were joyued to hime 
felfe by-faith , who: can. thinke it > what reafon can you give 
for it’? | p e 
Anfw. The text is plaine, that Eanuches, Afoabites,and Amume= 
mites, werefeparated from the Ghurch or Congregation of I/rael 
for ever’, without exception of gadlyxeffe. Or “ngodlineg:. Some in- 
deed make:a doubt whether the! Law againf AZsabires and Ammce 
nites reached to the Women of thofe Nations + ‘but again{t men the 
Law is cleare. But ifthe Law had excl ‘ed them onely upen point. 
of their own angodfine{[-, that was no fzgular courfe to them. No 
Nation under heaven could expe admiffion into the: Church of 
dfrael; unlefle they beleevad imthe God of J/rae?, ‘What reafon God 
might have for excluding the Exnsches,wee leave to his foveraigne 
witdome. But yet himfelfe giveth a plaine reafon for it againit the 
Moabites and Ammonites taken from their malignant ennmty againft 
Gods people; Dent, 23.4.5, 6. Againt the Eandches he giveth no 
exprefie reafon ; the authoritie af the Lavegiver ts reafon fufficient ; 
who can tel} whether God would not thereby type cut the debar= 
ring of darren Chriftians from Church-fellowthip? _ 
4 


Objet ..3. 
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Object. 3. The word /eparation, implyeth they had been fome _ 
time of the Church; for it cannot be faid incommonfenfe, that 
avy can be /eparated trom that focietie of which they never weres 
A xf. Why not? W hat is /eparated but fevered ? May not Eng- 
_ lasd be fevered from Scotland by theriver of TWweee?and from France 
| and Germany and Holland by the Sea? though they were never joy- 
ned to any of thofe Nations ? Didnot God ma*e the Starres to 
feparate berweene the day and the night? ( foritis the fame word in 
the Originall, Gent. 14. and yet day and night were never joy- 
nedinonefociety. . «. ) i 
Sothat from the place in //aish, wee have two paflages of our 
practifes in admitring Church.members, witnefled unto and confir- 
-medbytheLord.. : | , | 
<1. Thatthofe whom the Lord joyneth to the Chureh in the new 
-'Tefkament, are {uch as have been joyned to himfelfe , tolovehim, 
and to ferve him, and keep his Sabbaths, | 
2. That they doc allo rake hold efbis Covenant With his Charch, 
before he bring them into hisholy AZounraine which is his Church. 
Beth which are the more to be obferved in this place, becaufe the \ abe 
place is a prophefe of what the Lord well age in the dayes of the sew BS 
| Teftamenty towit, when hishoufe fhall be called_as houfe of prayer. | ae 
uno all Natioss, ver. 9. whichis proper to the times of the Gofpel. ;, 
| Objett. 4, But the Coverars here {poken of, hath nothing to doe. oa 
withthe Church Covenant, for the Covenant is the Lords between sh 
 Fimand bis people, but the Church Gawenant is berween’ the mscmber § 
| of the Church one towardsanother.; 2» | 
>. eAbsfe, This objection was prevented before in the fir point; ad 
for when the Lord entrethinto covenant with his people, that is, aa 
“with his Church, his Church either exprefly, or by filent confent ay 
coyeranteth with him,, andalfo one. with another, to yeeld pro- a 
felled {ubjection to,him, as hath been fhewed above. oa 


~~ But though this place prophe/ying of the dayes of the new Teftament, hes ) 
~ {peak exprefly of cating bold of the Covenant before entring into the: 


| Charch, yet let no man wonder why there is folitelc exprefie men- | fk 
‘tion of the peoples taking held of the Covenant in the new Teita- i 
‘ment, when this promife commeth to be accomplifhed. {n the a/d i 


| Teftam-ot, where the Church and Common-nealth grew up together 
in divine inftitution and adminiftration, there is paprele mieutieg 
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of this Covenent and the Church being naticnall,andallthe Afi 
giftrates being members of the Church trom the firft plantation of | 


it, the Covenant of the Lord with his Church was not at all /«bi- 


_ tons to them, ( who were parties to ic themf{elves)but very accep- 


table ; but inthe dayes of the new Teftamsent, the Magiftrates and — 
Princes of the earth being: Aliens and enemies to the Church, the 


Apoftles thought it meete to {peake of this Covenant not plainly, 
but as it were in Parables and fimilitudes, as knowing the name of 


# 


Covenants and Covenaxters might breed no {mall jealonfes in Civill — 
States, as{ceming moft dangerous to civill peace, but yet in apt 
fimilitudes they fo deferibe the eftate of Churchesas doth necef- 


farily imply a joynt Covenant,both bcevveene che Lord, and thems one 


with enocker: which may ferve for a fecond argument te provethe | 


point in hand, the receiving of members by way of Covenant ; 
for 1.they fo defcribe every Church of God, asa Citie of God yas 


the new Hierw/alem, asthe Church of the Jewes at their firt convere _ 


fion is ftyled,Rev.2 1.4. and the Church of the TeWes though it may 


bea mote glorions Church thenany of the Churches of the Gentiles, 


yet it partaketh in the common nature of them all, ever y teue Church 


1sas well a Citie of Ged, as the Church of the Iewes ; and hence the . 


Members of the Church of Ephefws are called fellow-Citizens with 
the Saints, as being of the houfhold, or Church of God, Eph,2.19. 
Now every Citic is founded in fome Confederacy by oath or fuchlike 
bond, and every Citizen is received into the fame Citie, by taking 


the fame oath, or entring intéthe fame bond, wherein the whole | 


Citic ftandeth ingaged ; which holdeth forth to an intelligent — 
heart, that if every Church of the new Teftament: bea Citie, and 


the embers thercot fellow- Citizens, then as the whole Churchis 
planted and founded in fome Covenant or Confederacie; fo every 
Member of the Church is implanted and received into the fame 
body, by raking bold of the fame Covenant, and profeffing fubje@ion 
thereunto. 7 | 
Againe,when the Apoftle {peaketh of the planting of the Church 
Of Corintl, calleth it cpoufing of it a8 a chafte Virgin un:o Chrift, 
2 Cor. 11, 2. It implyeth plainly, that he drew them ellas one bo« 
dy to profeffe their acceptance of Chrift asan hysband to themall, 
and of oncanother, as memebers of the /axse body: if he had {poken of 
bis converfien of their particular fonles unto Chrift, he woud not 
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have fpokea of them 2s sue Virgin,but fo many fouls Lo many Virgins; 
bur now fpeating of -hem alls ove Virgin, it plainly atgueth he 
- joyned them all as one virgin into one body, and that one body 
datoa Cévenant of Ejpoufalls with Chrift Jefus; for there are no: 
-Efpoululls without a covenant; and therefore they that will tase: 
hold of their Efpoufige, mutt take hold of their covenant. 
3, The mutuall relation wherein all the members in the Church 
- ftand oneto another, membersto members, andall of them to 
their Officers, and their Officers to them, together with their mu- 
all intereft one in another, and mutuall power one over another, 
-docall of them neceflarily imply.a mutuall confederacic one with 
another ; and that whofoever will partake herein, mutt partake in- 
their confederacic. Suppofe a godly Chiiftian come over into thefe 
parts, (as every yeare fome or other doc) there isnot any Minifter 
of any of our Churches can #/srpe Paftorall asthoritie over him, UR- 
-leffe that Chriftian call him thereuste, or profeffe his fubjection to 
his Miniftration, according to God. Nor can fuch a man expect 
any Minifers warchfulneffe over him as his Minifter, unleffe the Mie 
-nifter fee jult caufe to accepe (uch a charge, and profeffe [0 nsuch, No 
Church in the Countrey, nor all the members of any Church, can 
takeuponthem to Cex/mre any franger, though an inhabitant a~ 
-mongft them,uolefle be give up bim/el{e to rhemand profefle his fub-« 
jection to the Gofpel of Chrift amonzft them, Nor can be Chal- : ) 
lenge /uch Wwarebfullneffe from tkem,anlefie he have given them a jnf? i 
calito take upon them that care over him. That Chrifisan lidertte ie 
which the Lord Iefus by his bloud hath purchafed:for his Church, he 
and for all his children, giveth them all /ibertie to choofe their oWwne ; 
| Officers, and their owne fellow-Members,unto whom to commit the | a.) 
care of their foules according to the rules ofthe Gofpel. We {ocak a 
not of Jnfants, who make choice im their parents , but of fuch who it 
Know their libertie, and are called t5 ftand faft in it :-tillthen that | 
aman tender and offer himfelfe to the Church, ( to the Orhcers a, 
and members of it) they haveno power to: receiv: him ; For the i 
Churches receiving a beleever(which is the 4 poftles word,Rom.14. 
4.)implyeth and prefuppofeth his offering and giving up of him~ 
-felte unto them, in a profeffed fubieétion to the Lord, and unto them, 
according to the will of Ged jand their receiving of hima, implyeth 
and holdeth forth no leffe chen their prefeifed acceptance of hin un- 
to 
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_ Chap.3 
to all thofe holy liberties with them, and performance ofall fuch 
{pirituall ducies to him , which belang toallthe fellow-members  _ 
of the fame body ; and let men-call this expreffion ef mutuall a, 
greement by what name they pleafe, thisisno other then what: 
wee Call Churth- Covenant... 9 i. eee . 


Receiving of Members a 


Sia carey. | 


_Et us proceed then to give account of the third point, why 

~ We Communicate fe muca power to the peop/e, as to propound 
receiving of Members,unto their approbation and confent: our rea- 
fons are thefe : ee ae 

t. From the like power given unto them by Chrift , for the 
cafting out of {candalous, and corrupt members, AZateh, 18. 17.. 
1,Cor. §.5. ifthe Church mutt be sold of every. member that isto be. 
caft ons, and wisn he is to be cajé et, they are to deliver himto Sa- 
tax: then the Church minft be told of every member that isrecei- 
ved, and: when he ts to be received, they areto receive himinto the. — 
fellow thip of the Lord ,and of his Church; but the former 1s cleare 
from thofe Scriptures,.and confequently the latrer.Itis areceived. 
Maxime, £ ja[dem eft pote(tarss operire e clanaere inftituere & defti- 
tuere (as they call it, ) they that have power to Aut the doores of 
the Church by excommunication, they have power zo open the 
doores of the Church by admitting to Communion. = id 

2. From the Example of the Cherch at Hicrufatem,a&. 9. 26. 
who when Pa#/aflayeth to joyne himfelfe unto ‘them., did. not at 
firlt receive him , becaufe the Difciplis were not fatisfied in his {pie. 
rituall good eftate, untill Barnabas by his teltymony of him had 
removed their {cruple : whichargueth the private Brethren in a- 
Church as well as publique Officers,. mutt be fatisfied inhim who is 
to be received into Communion with them: | 

3, From the Caurches power in Ele@ing and calling Minifters. 
to office. It hath been fhewed above,that it belongeth to the peo- . 
ple the body of the Chureh-, to choo/e and call their eWne Officers, 
according to the fpeech of Cyprian, Lit. 1.. Epift.41. Plebs maxime- 
poteftatem habet, vel (acerdotes dignos eligenal, vel indignos reculandt, 
Aad if they have fuch power of choofing worthy Adiniffers,and re-, 
fufing the unworthy, how much more of receiving worthy. Chri-. 
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_— flians, and refufing of unworthy. Yea, in the Epiftle going befor 
| he fpeaketh exprefly, be had much adoe to per{wade the seoble fi thoes 
fome, whofe repentance mas not fo cleare to them 3 which argueth evi- 
dently their power in receiving Members. 
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Concerning our order and forme in adminsftration 


: , of Gods publick worfhsp. 
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samme Te Church being gathered and furni(hed wich able helps, 
BAY bake! Officers and Breathren, they proceed tothe adminiftration 
Fah V@x| of all the publick Ordinances in pnblick Affemblies, 
ree} e{pecially on every Lords day ; wherein our principal 
| care and defire is to adminifter and partake iz all, and xo more then | 
all, the ordinances of Chrift himfelfe, and in all chofe ( fo farre as hy 
the Lord hath'Tent us light )in their ative purztze and fimplicitie, [sy 
without any drefling or pain ting of humane inventions. For as the Va 
Gt Gommandement requireth.us to worfhip him with his owne ~ 
| onely true worfhip, as he hath appointed in his Word, without ad- a 
ding ought thereto,or taking ought therefrom,J/2.29.13. Dent-12. HH 
32. So we beleeve it to be -unlawfull for any Church to take upon : 
them to obferve, much leffe for the Officers of their owner other 
| Churches to impofe upon thera any inflitations of their ovone( whether a 
| sn doctrine or worfbip, or government, but what the Lord hath ap- rae 
pointed in his Word. s | é 
Our reafon hereof ( onein ftead of many ) is taken from the ex- o 
rent of the Commiffion ofthe Lord Jefus/given to his Apoftles, ME 
which is as large a8 ever was given to any Church-governours, i 
and yet reacheth no further then'to teach the peopleto obferve al! ie 
things whatfoever I have commanded you, Mat. 28.20. If the Apo- a 
- files themfelves teach the Churches to obfervemore then heehath — 
commanded them, they goe beyond the bounds of their Commif- 
fion. The Apoftles in the Synod in Hierufalem, laid upon the Chur- 
ches 720 other burden then sie as things, Ai?r15. 29. Neceflary 
| ; they 


Ee or eee 


ar ee 


Prefcribed formes of worlbip an befall. a 


they were, fome of them in their owne nature, others for the prefent 


_ eftate of things to avoid offence,and when they ceafed to be offen- 


five, the probibition of them ceafed to binde, 


Obiett. Ifany fhall fay, the Apoftles Commiffion reacheth one. 
ly to msatters of jubftance , not circum iftances, of werfhip and formes. 


of nece/sity, not sadiffirency, 
Wee aniwer,letithem thew us another Commiffion to authorize 
them to put lawes upon the Churches for matters of circumftance 


( of formes and of indifferency and we fhall fubmit » but the Scrip-. 


ture holds forth no {uch Commiffion given to any ofthe fonnes of 
men fince the world began. 


That much urged place, 1 Cor. x 4,40.doth not authorize the 
_ Church, nor any Church-governours, to make lawes for the ob- 


fervation of fuch things as theyfhall account decent and orderly - 
but onely provideth thar all the ordinances of God, whether prayer, 


ot prophefie, or finging of Pfalmes, or tongues, or interpretations, 


be allof them done decently, wiihout uncomelineffe, and orderly, without 
confufion; andthat this place reacheth no further, appeareth evi- 
dently from hence, that if this place fhould give unto theC hurch, 
or unto Church-governours, authority to prefcribeand command 
decent and orderly things at their owne difcretion, a man could hot 
tranfgre fie the ( cmmandement of the Church > but he fhouldalfo 
tran{greffe the Commandement of the A poftle; but the contrary is 
evident. Forfuppofe the Churchor Church-governours fhou!d 
make an order, that Minifters fhould al wayes preach in a gowne , 
the thing is decent enough,but neverthelefie if a man fhal preach 
inja cloake, he fhall tranfgreffe the order of the Church, but noe 


- ofthe Apoftle; forhe that preacheth in a cloake, preacheth de- 


cently alfo; which plainly argueth, that fuch acommandement of 
the Church, is not grounded upon the commandementof the 
Apolftle. 


Sect. I, 


Be then when we come together in the Church, according to 
the Apoftles dire@tion, 1 Tim. 2.1. we make prayers and in. 
terceffions and thank fgivings for our felves and for all men, notin 
any pre/cribed forme of prayer , or fiudied Liturgie, butin fucha 
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manner; asthe Spirit of Grace and of prayer (who teacherhall the 
people ofGod, whatand howto pray, Rom, 8..26,27.)helpeth’ 
' Ourinfirmities, we having refpect therein co the neceffitics of the 
: peoples theeftate of the times, and the worke of Chrift inour 

hands, ‘ 
: _ After prayer,either the Paftor or Teacher, readeth a Chapter in 
the Bible, and expouudeth it, giving the fex{e, to cafe the peopl: to un- 
derftand the reading, according to Neb. 8.8. And in fundry Chur- 
ches the other (whecher Paftoror Teacher ) who expoundeth not, 
he preacheth the Word, and in the aiternoone the other who prea- 
ebed in the morning doch ufuaily(if there be time) read and preach 
and hethat expoanded in the morning preacheth after him. 

Before Sermon, and many times atter, we finga Pialme, and 
becaufe the formes tranflation of the Pfalmes,doth in many chings 
vary from che originall , aid many times paraphafeth rather then 
| tranflaceth; befides divers other defets(which we cover in filence) 

wee have endeavoured a new tranflition of the Pfalmesinto Ex= 
glifo meeire, asnecre the original: as wee could expreffe it in our 
Enzlifo congue, {o farte as for the prefenc the Lord hath been plea- 
fed to helpe us, and thofe Pialmes wee fing, both inour publike 
Churches, andin private. 

The feales of the Covenant(to wit, the Sacrament of Baptifme “Ss 
and the Lords Supper ) are adminiftred, either by the Pajtor orby hi 
the Teacher; and though with{ome godly learned Divines, it bea ey 
queftion whether the Zeacher may difpence the fales, yet the que- ih 
ftion doth rather concerne Schoole-Doétors, then the Teachers of A 
a particular Church, but wee who have onely the Teachers of pare 


| ticular Churches, doeheleeve that theyto whom the preaching or oy 
: difpenfing of the Gofpell ( or Covenant’ of grace ) unto the Church is al 
committed , to themis committed allo the difpenfing of the feales a 


of the Covenant, buttothe Teacher as wellasto the Pafor,is com- 
mitted the difpenfing of the Gofpell (che Covenant of grace )unto 
the Church, and therefore to him( as well asco the other ) is com- 
mitted the difpenfing of the feales cf the Covenant. 1G 

~~ Both the Sicraments wee difpence,according to the fir inticu- 
tion, Baptifme to Difeiples . and. (who are included ia them) ther 
feed. The Lords Supper to fuchas.neither want kgowledge nor grace 
to examine and judge themfelves before the Lord. Suchas lie under 
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The order and forme. Chap. % 


-any offence publickly know, doe firft remove the offence > before 


they prefent themfelves to the Lords Table ; according to AZat. 5 


23524» The members of any Church, if any be prefent,who bring 


Letiers teftimoniall with them to our Churches, wee admit them 
20 the Lords Table with us, and their children allo (if occafionally 
intheie travell they beborne wich us ) upon like recommendation 
wee admit to Baptifise. The prayers weeafe at the adminiftration 
of thefeales, arenot any fet formes prefcribed to us, but conceived 
by the Minifter, according co the prefent occafion, and the nature 
of thedutie in hand. Ceremonies wee ufe none, butarecarefullto 
adminifter all things according to the primitive inftitutions. The 
Father prefenteth hisowne child to baptifme, as being baptized by 
the right of bis Covenant, and not of the Covenant unto God-fa- 
thers and god-mothers,(for there is no fuch covenant of God unto 
them and their god-fones }) and therefore we haveno ufe of them, 
but omit chemin Baptifme ; as the Apoftle caft out lone-feafts from 
the Lords Supper, being both of them alike faperadditions to the 
Lords inftitutions. 1 Cor. 11. 23,24. The Lotds Supper we admini- 
fter for the time, once a moneth at leaft, and for the gefture, to the 
people fitting ; according as Chrift adminiftred it to his Difciples 
fitting, ( A4at. 26. 20.26. ) who alfo made a Symbolicall uf ofic, 
to teach the Church their majoritie over their Minifters in fome 
cafes, and their judicial auchoritie, as-co-feflors with him at the 
laft Judgment,( Lak, 22.27.'to 30.) which maketh uslooke at 
kneeling at the Lords Supper, .not only as an adoration deviled by 
man, butalfoasa violation by man of the inftitution of Chrift, 
diminithing part of the Counfell of God, and of the honour and 


-comfort of the’Church held forth in it; 


In time of folemnization of the Supper, the Miniter having ta= 
ken, blefled, and:broken’ the bread, and commandedall the peo- 
pletotake and eateit, asthe body of Chriftbroken for them, he 
taketh it himfelfe, and giveth it to alf chat fic at Table with him, 
and from the Tableicis reached by the Deacons to the people fit- 
ting in the next feates about them, the Minifter fitting in his place 
at the Table. BROT CO SERS ORS UBS SOW eH tee 3 He TIGR 

After they have all partaked in the bread, hee taketh the cup in 
like manner, and giveth thankes a new,(blefleth it) according to the 

example of Chrift in che Evangelift, who defcribes the inftitution 
' Mat. 


eSca. 3. of Gods publick worfbip. 


Mat. 26.27. Mark. 14.23. Luk. 22.17. All of them in fuch a way 
as fetteth forth the Elements,not blefled rogetber.but either of them 
apart the bread firft by it felfe, and afterwards the wine by it felfe; 
for what reafon the Lord himfelfe beft knoweth, and wee cannot 
beignorant, thata received folemne blefling exprefly performed 


- by himfelfe, doth apparantly call upon the whole aflembly to look 


againe for a fupernaturall and fpeciall bleflingin the fame Eli- 


ment alfo as well as in the former 5 for which the Lord will beea-- 


gaine fought to doe it for us. 
After tht celebration of the Supper, a Pfalme of chank(giving is 
fung, ( according to Mat.36.20.)and the Church ‘difmiffed with 


a blefling. 
SECT: I Ed. 


N the afternoone after publick prayer offered up to Gods either 

by the Paftor or Teacher, and the Word readand expounded by 
them who preached in the morning ( if their be time ) and prea 
ched by the other; and the Sacrament of Baptifme adminiftred sift 
any of the Church doe offer their children thereunto ) the Deacons 
( whofit ina feate under the Elders, yetin fundry Churches lifted 
up higher then the other pewes ) doecall upon the people, that as 
God hath profpered them , and hath made their hearts willing, 
there is now time left for contribution prefently the people from 
the higheft to the loweft in fundry Churches do arife,the firft pew 
firft, thenext next, and fo the reft in order, and prefent before the 
Lord their holy offerings. For in the old Teftament at their fo- 
lemne feafts none was to appeare before the Lord empty, Deut. 16.16. 
And the Lords day is onely unto Chriftians the ordinary {olemne 
feaft of the Lord: in the new Teftament the Chriftians laid downe 
their oblationsat the Apoftles feete,( Adts 4. 35. ) into whofe place, 
for that fervice, Deacons were fubftituted, As 6.3. 

And to that purpofe the Apoftles gave order unto the Churches, 
that upon the firft day of the weeke every one {hould lay by bim, into the 
wreafury (as the word fignifieth ) for the fupply of the Saints, as God 
had profpered thems, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Which ordiance Fuftine Martyr 
fpeaketh of in his time,that the abler fort on the Lords day did contri 


but tothe neceffities of the brethren, in the end of the fecond Apolo- 
Ste 


Dayes of Humiliation, &c. 


gie. And Cyprian rebuketh a wealthy rich widow for beleeving 
fee could celebrate the Lords day(as holy.) and yet neglect to contrihute 
tothe Lords treafurie, in his firlt Sermon de Eleemofyna. Locuples & 
dives Dominicum celebrare te credis , que Corbonam omnino non re- 
lens # | , 


After the contribution ended , the time left is taken up in fundry 


Churches in the publike tryall and admiflion of fuch as are to be 
received Members into the Church, in {uch manner as hath been 
before declared ; and fo after a Pfalme of praife to God, with 
thank{fgiving, and prayer to God for a bleffing upon all the ordi- 


narices adminiftred that day, anda blefling pronounced upon the 
people, the Affembly is difmiffed. | r 


Befides the celebration of the Lords day, every weeke we fome- 
times upon extraordinary occafions, either of notable judgeiments, 
doe feta part aday of humiliation, or upon {peciall mercies wee fet 
apart a day of thankefgiving. The grounds whereof wee conceive 
are generally knowne and approved amongft Chriftians. More= 
over , every weeke in moft of our Churches, Le&tures are kept on 
fome or other of the weeke dayes ; fo that fuch whoie hearts God 


maketh willing, and his hand doth not detaine by bodily infirmi-- 


tie, or other neceflary imployments , (if they dwell in the heart of 
the Bay) may have opportunitie to heare the Word almoft every 
day of theweeke in one Church or other, not farre diftant from 


them. | . ee 
Sect LV. 


I all thefe adminiftrations , onely two or three things may: 


> 


feeme to require clearing from the Word of God; as 

1. Why in our publick prayers ; wee forbeare to ule fet formes of 
prefcript Licurgies. see | ‘1 

2. Why in our Sacraments wee doe not admit the members of 

the Church of England to the fellowfhip of the Lords Table , and 

their children to Baptifme, as was faid before, weedid receive the: 


Members of other Churches in thisCountrey. : 
For the former, the reafonsufually given may (uffice.’ °° | 

1. From the patterne of all theChurches, bothin theold and’ 
new Teftament, God never gave leave to any ordinary Officers: 


of 


Chap. 4 
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8 Sek: 4. Prefcribed formes of worfhip unlawfell, 


ofhis chtrch, neither did any of them take leave toimpoleany 
formes of Liturgie upon any Church, And yet if everthere had 
been place for prefcribing fet formes toany, it had been moftfea- 
{onable in the Jewisb Syxagogues, whofe members being as children 
under age, (Gal.4. 2,3. ) might {tand in moft need of fucha helpe, 
Itiseafily acknowledged, Afofes prefcribed a forme ofbleffing , 
Numb, 6.23.t026, and Davidfundry Pfalmes of praife and pray- 
ers; and the Lord Iefus taught his Difciplesnot onely to pray af 
ter this manner, butthus, orthefewords, Luke 11.2. But neither 
were thefe ordinary Officers of the churches , neither did they pre~ 


 feribe any ule but arbitrary and occafionall of thefe formes;as they 


might faite our occafions. God by immediate revelation, and by 
the hand of his ex:raerdin ary Meffengers, may prefcribethis or that 
forme to his Church, but will not warrant ordinary Officers (who 
have onely received acommon meafure of the Spirit ). ta doe the 
like. God who forbad his people to make to themfelves Images 
or imaginations, inventions, and formes of worfhip, hathnor re- 
{trained himfelfe to fet up what Images or formes himfelfe feeth 
ocd. 
Obieé?. Thefe formes of prayer or praife , though as they be 


parts of boly Scripture they are of God, yetas they are applyed withe 


out {peciall commandement to be the matter or forme of a prayer 
or thank(piving at this time, fo they are the device of man, &c. 
Anfw. They are not applyed to be matter and forme of pray- 
er or thankfgiving without commandement , or atleaft without | 
fach dire&tions asamount to a lawfull warrant from God; for 
CMofes exprefly fayeth, Onthis wife (hall yee blefve the children of 1{- 
raelland fay untothem, ( Numb. 6.23.) The 102 Pialme is exprefled 
in theritle, not onely to be a prayer of ome that was affuitted , but of 


any ia like eftate, And the Apoftles exhortation is generall concer= 
ning all the Pfalmes and hymnes and fpirituall fongs of Duvid, (as 
—-wellas of others ) that we fhould fing them withholy melody. 


unto the Lord, Ephe. 5. 19. and Chrifts words, Leket1.2. When 


yee pray fay our Father, cc. 


A fecond reafon why we forbearea fet forme of prefcript Li- 
turgies,is taken from the meaning of the fecond Commandemene,,. 


_ which we conceive prohibiteth fuch prefcript Liturgies. 


Icisarule generally known in. the expofition of the Comman- 
3 dements;, 


72 = what is meant by Image. ~ Chap. 4° 7 
s] Rn carer era einen ; 4 
dements, that all finnes forbidden in the Word of God, are redu- 
‘ced tothe ten Commandements, and fall under the prohibition of 
‘one of them or other, for there is no finne butis a tranfgreflion of 
fome or other commandemant of the law, 1 70.3.4. and upon the 
two Tables of the Law hang all the Law and the Prophets';; Mat. 22. . | 
40-Now it is plaine,that all finnes are not contained in the letter 
of the ten Commandements, and therefore there is no judicious 
expofitor ofthem, but openeth the letter of the Commandements 

by Sywecdoches and Metonymies ; Synecdoches to comprehend all 
fines of the like kinde, and all the degrees thereof, and Metonymies 

to comprehend all caujés and meanes and occafions thereof; fo that 

for opening the fecond Commandement, which forbids both ma- 
king and the worthipping of atty image or fimilitude, itis requifite 
coconfider in what fenfe or refpe&ts Images or fimilitudes are for- 
bidden : Images or fimilitudes are for bidden in the fecond Com- 4 
mandement, not as objects of worthip, for all fale objeés of worfhip 
are the fale Gods forbiddenin the firft Commandement 5 Images ~ 


then and fimilitudes are forbidden in thefecond Commandement;, 4 
notas falfe cbjeGts of worthip, wherein the worfhip is terminated, | 
and faftned, but as falfe meanes of war{bipping the true God. For fo 
arethe Images confidered that are forbiden in the, Word. The 
golden calfe was notconfidered as the God of Ifrael , that brought 
them up out ofthe Land of A'gypt. but asan Image of that Jebouab, 
which did bring them up out of the Land of 4gypt. Whence it is 
faid, that Aaron proclaimed a feaft, not tothe calfe, but to febovahy 
whereof the cal/fe was but an Image. Io Morrow, faithhe,isafolem- ° 
nitie( or feat) to Febovab, Exod. 32.5. The Calfe therefore was 
not the god, but the Image of the god which they worthipped;as  _ 
* ‘that which refembled him, and put them in minde of him, helped 
their hearts nearer to him, or his prefence nearer to them : Asitis ~~ 
written in the Pfalme, that they turmed their gloryintothe fimilitude 
of an oxe th at eateth graffe, Pal. 106. 20. And in this oxe or calfe 
they looked at Febouab as neare untotbem, and as going with them, 
and before them, Exod.32 1. Furthermore, the Image forbidden i 
in thesecond Gommandement, isnot onely a falfe meanes of wor-" ~ 
{hip, devifed by man, bat a falfe manner of worlhip alfo;andthere- | 
forewhen the Samsritane- ftrangers knew not the manner of wor- 
ffhipping God in the Calves of Feroboam, itis {aid, they knewnotthe — 


manner 
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‘Set.4.' farbiddeninthe fecoud Commandemen, 


shannerof the god ofthe counery (2 Kings t7.'2 8) aid one of the 
Priefts of the high’ places was fentt to teach them the rhanner of the 
fear (of worship) of Iehovidh; “ver. 28, and fo they feared Yehovah after 
she former manner, v. 34. and that Was in ferving bim in the graven Ima~ 
. ges of their owwne depifings v.41. 0 
~ Sothat under this one kind of falfe worship of God in graven T- 
magés,is forbidden by a Synecdoche, noronely all’ worship of God 
in carved, or molten, or painced Images ; (all bodily reprefentations of 
God) bucall fpiriewal Images alfo, which are the imaginations and inven- 
sions of men, whether they be ordained for worship, as the high pla- 
¢es ereGed tothe true God. 2 Chron.3 3.17..and the devifed fea/t of the 
tighthmioneth; 2 King. 12,33. or whether they be brought in andu- 
fed for helps and means of worthip, as the/frange fire of Nadab, Lev. 
30, 1,2, and Davids new Cart-tocatry the Arke, 2 San. 6. 3. with 
1 Sam, 15. 13. 0r whether they be ufed for manner and forme of wor- 
thip,as preaching in the wifdom of mans words{or in carnal eloquence). 
~ whichis but a painted Image‘of preaching (1 Cor. 2.4.)and {0 for- 
bidden'in this fecond Commandement. In like fort, Womens praying 
dn'publick bare-headed, and men-covered, t Cor. 1 1.4.5. Mens praying 
or prophecying in ffrange tongues; and many of them at once,1 Cor. 
14. 22.26. the celebrating of love-feafts in holy Afemblies , cogether 
with the Lords Supper. (1 Cor. 1.2 1.2 3.34.) are all of them Images 
of imaginationis of men, formes,ot manners of worthip deviled and 
ifed by man, bit not ordained by God, and fo forbidden in this {e- 
cond Commandement. : ! 
Thereafon whereofis taken from the perfeétion of the wifom 
of God révealedin Scripture, to make the man of God perfe to, cvery 
good work, 2 Tim.3.17. No wifdom of mans device, as any othe: 
worthip, or any other helpes Or meanes of worlhip, or any formes ox 
manners of worthip, acceptable toGod’, ‘but what the wifdome of 
Godhath dire&ted usin his Word, “Befides, the Church is com- 
pleatin Chrift, (Colof. 2. 10.) fo as we need no other Prie# to 
make atonement but him, nor other {pirituall King’ but him to 
tule our confciences, no other Propet to teach us but himfelf, and 
fach as he hath appointed tothat end; thus the fam and fubltance 
both of Law and Gofpel, lead usto reft in the ordinances of God, 
and not tohelpe our {elves by the inventions of men, for the ad- 
miniftration of ‘the worthip of God. To apply this then hs fer 
% J L, | formes 


14 Preleribed formes of Worship ualarfull. Chapsge | 
~~~ formes of “prayer, deviled. by man,” and.prefcribed to -be readout 
of abooke,, and £9 upiby ane Chuschfrom-another,. asthe 
foimes oftheir worthip; andthe meanes.and helpe of shein dex 
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_ Objet. 2% Uffet-formes.of prefeript prayers be unlawful, then : 
tet-formes of confefionof Faith, ferformes of Catechifine were un- : 
lawhtlallo.. sub sans eee Abt es bil Teo eee a 

Anfe. x. Icfolloweth.not ;- for.the Apoftle commandethusto- 
keep a forme of found werds in faith and love, thatis,. in the principles . 
of Religion, (2 Tim.1.1 3.)but he no where commandeth us to keep: 
a forme of found prayer,unleffe it be a forme of dire@tions and in- 
jtructions how topray, andthatis included in the former, and. we. 
diilikest nor”. .2 ahi dasns dn saan ‘ oe  pewlire 

_ Anfe. 2. The Apoftle didnot command T. imothy to'devife hime . 
felfaform of found words,and to prefcribe the fante tothe Churches ° 
withour fuffering ought tobe addedtoit, ortaken fromit, bur. 
what he gult.commend toothers, were the things thathe Beards 

3 . ae 2 of : 


congue prayer before Images, prayer inithe corners of the firects,and the. 


fain TOTNES ae 


i 
1 
iY 


Seige “Preferihed farcavs of Worship unlaiv fis), 


of Paulamong many witneffes;which: hem 4s to ddmitsit corfaishfabmen, who 
sight be ableto teach others alfoz2. Fim. izisey sou emo os ahs 
Thirdly, For a third reafon why we donot take-up fét¢ormesief - 
prefcript Liturgies;is taken trom the like proportion of {et-formes, 
8h of prefcript Liturgies,and of prefesipr Sermons and Homilies, 
Prayer and preaciing are both of them publike duties of the mi- 
nifterial office. The Apoftlestell:the Churelnthey will lay down 
the Deacons imploimenttharthey may give themfelvesto the mi- 
niftery. of che word andiprayersct.6-Jn theone they are the mouth 
of Godto the people} in the othersthey art the! mouth bf che people 
auhto.God; If weprofcribe ro.one another fer-formes of-prayer, why 
not fet-formes of Homilies’arid then. neither the Apoftles, nor thei 
fucceflors needed to have left off their emptoymentin miniftring 
to Tables,to attend the miniftry of the word and prayer; (:AG6 4.) 
fon bothate prepared toitheir hands by the prefcriptions of others. 
Whencealfo it-wilifollow, that Minilters {hall little need to-editie 
the Church by their-owne giftssieccivetvot Chriltcd thar-end,cbuit 
may edifie them bythe gifts of others. »>Yea; Minitters; though det 
Rtitute of miniftertall gits;may befinfor che publick difcharge of 
their duties by the helpeof other mens gifts; both in prayer and 
preaching sand foindeed.a preferiprHiturgic.is properly aimaisite- 
nance toaltidol dumb nainiters:and in thistotbearanec.of preferigy 
prayérs,aswe followthe skampleotthe Charcly of ifrael; and of 
the Apoftolicall Churches, fowe are notdedtiture of patternes iii 
this cafe of thofe that facceededthem: «Iujtin Martyr in tris (econd 
« -Apologiefor Chriftians,.a hundred and fitry yeaves after Chiciti, 
$6 fpeaketh of the. Ruler of theGhtirch 5: fending: upspraye rigid 
4 Drailes co-God, ;withoutmentioning:any:pre{criprtorme” .ac-. 
s‘ cording todhispower (orfacultie:). ofiptayery ey thankCoiviye. 
s¢ lefthimbythe Apoltles-or others. AndeTertullian about 20%. 
$*-yearsafter Chrift , -in his'Apologie foriChriftians, faich, they 
S* prayed fingmonitores.quiade pettores wmithout\a prontpter 3, be- 
“. caufethey: prayed from theinwheart 5 :Tertall: ca ¥Os that is 
©. (as Zeph. omthe placecexpounderlvit ) they prayedinot' atcorde 
s¢ ing to the dictate ofthe Saints;: towit,:in any form. of words 
£ pre(cribed by them.>Andindeed,ifin thofe bloody:tinaes of per“ 
fegationsthe Ghurehchad any fereforme of Liturgie, wherein they: 
hadibesnanjoyned afosmeof folemneprayersifortheiy Emperour, 
POU i 
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Sag Pheadmitted te Baptifme. —— Chapv 4. 
it had béch an unskilfull and fnfull ‘negleé,both in Iyftin and Ter: 
tullian, to omit fuch publick evidences of their p efled loyalrie 
andidevotiontothe States sor 6 Sa oes, 4 


migt-Joi 10 COG org SRL Obs MoU sas my etgiad ie L2s3q 
. . a ou r ° > - bi < . > 
‘SsHimol : fk 2nomIsC SB OTD Mis 25iyreni, tree Osseo fied 
* y > . “n * 3 4 " 
int siz Io toon saildug scons. do cod ocp.oni-onsig hse & yrs 
. o 3 27 r ‘ee x ‘ ” 
Objekt. "PHelecond thing in our adminiftration of publick ors 
ka 


0 «sdk dinances, whereof many require account of us is, why: 
in the adminiftratiom:of the Sacraments ; -wee. doe not admit’ the 
- Members of the Churches of England, : either; themielves*to the 
Lords Suppers -ortheir childrento: Baptifme;:as;wvee receive the 
Members of other Ghurches inthis Countreys i) 2m e100 
_« -Anfi. Let it firft be known what we do, and then confider ‘up= 
on What\proumbwedoiws 202 toy om chromed 
i Iso Wegdoe not»admit the members of other:Churches:in' this 
Gountrey, -unleffe they bring with them Letters of recommenda- 
tion from the Churches whencethey cameyor at leaft unleffethofe 
Churches have made! known'tous their defirey: that their Mem-_ 
bers coming occafionally amongftus;may. be receivedto the Lords. 
‘Vable,with our own, by-vertue of communion of Churches, * 

2.. Weedoe not admit the Members: of other Churches to fel. 
fowthip of the Lords Table. ifeithtr the perfons themfelyes, ox 
the Churches from'whencethey-camelie mder airy offence before 
the Church. » labsoman avo) oramdOkolafiagsé 

Now the grounds:upon which weethws walke;are thefe. > 

1. From thepower requifite to the-adminiftration ‘of the Sa. - 
craments, 7iz.to adminifter'a Sacrament, isnot ania@ of Chriffian. 
iibertie, that every Chriftian, may difpenfe:to: whon heopleale; but — 
an d& of power; which@hrift hath given to them» who are called to 
be Minufters of the word} ‘and by theinto be difpented unto the 
Church, whereof ‘the Holy Ghoft’ hath made ‘them over-feers, - 
They then over whom:wee have no minifterial power; untavthem 
wee may not difpenf an ad of power; burchey»who'are Members _ 
of: no Charch,wee have no minifteriall power overthem;andethey 
who,are Members of other-Churches.@iotiof’ our own) wee have. 
no.poxy er over them, further then. they. are. recommended, tous. 
from their own Churches, either by Lettets,or by word of mouth, 
and fiuchare all cle members: of the Churches. inthis Countrey - 


whom: 


he ARTS ETA 
At SA Ser 


— 


5: and the Lords Supper. 


whom wee doe admit to. communion with us at the Lords Table. 
: But now for our Brethren, who come out of England, many of 
them: are altogether. unknowneto us; and thofe who are‘well 
known,and it may beal{o wel) approved ) yet they bring no Let- 
ters of recommendations to us fiom thofe Churches who had in- 
cereft.in them, and power over them. And befides, wee know that 
chofe who have been members of any parifh Church in England, 
when once.they remove their dwelling out of that parifh,they are 
accounted as, no longer members of that Church; fo that they come. 
over to us. as members of no particularChurch at all, eitherin old 
England or in new;and fo they are under the power of no Charah, 
either there or here; how then can we difpente an a of powerto 
them, over whom we have no power at all, ether commended to 
us by themfelves; or by the Churches from whence they came 2 
Would it be thought reafonable, incafe that any. of our Country- 
men coming over to us, fhould fall into drunkenneffe, or whore- 
dom,or other {candalous crimes,if the Church where he fojourneth 
amongf{t,{hould proceed to excommunicate him for the fame? were 
itnot an aQ,Corantnon judice? might he not demand juftly,by what 
authority we cafthimout of our Communion, who was neveryet 
entredinto our Communion ? This may therefore yeeld us a juft 
defence. | 7 : 

They over whom we have no power tocenfure (in any cafe by 
Excommunication) to them wee have no power to difpenfe the 
Communion ; burt fo iris, we have no power to cenfure any of our 
Congregation (though never fo {candalous) by excommunicating, 
unleffe they firftcommend themfelvesto our fellow thip. 


| Therefore neither have we power till then to recéive them into ° 


Our communion... 


2. A fecond ground of the practife we take from the nature” 


of ithe Sacraments, which though they be feales of the righteouf- 
nefie of faith, (Rom. 4. r.)-yet not to all the faithfull,or fuch, but 
as they are confederate & joyned together infome particular vifible 
Church, None may ordinarily difpenfe a Sacrament of the new 
‘Feftament, but a Minifter ofa vifible Church, nor may he difpenfe 
itto any, but tothe members of a vifible Church: Inthe old Te- 
fatment,none were partakers,cither of the Paffeover,or of Circum- 


eifionsuniefle they were either Ifraclitesborne,or iasigapn oe 3 
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os Church of rack: lob and his three friends, and-Eliborwith them, 


-though all of them righteous by faith, and all of che ftock and kin’ 
‘zed of Abrabam, yet weread of none of them to be circumcifed: 
“nor isitcredible they were: for had they been Citcumcifed, they 
would not have kept fo deep filence of it throughout all their con- 
ference with Iob, asthey doc efpecially having {0 often occafion 
‘to urge the polation of nature from the birth:whereofCircumeifi- 
onhad-been a moftpertinent and pregnant evidence to convince 
the fame. And wheretore'were they not all circumcifed, being all of 
‘them righteous by faith; but onely becatife'they had not opportuni- 
‘ty tojoyne themielyes to the houfe of Htael, to whom onelythe 
Church,and the Covenantof grace,unto them and theirfeed, and 
the feals of the Covenant were granted ? i 
'- Obje#. fit be objeGted, that all that were cireumcifed amongf 
the people of Ifrael; might’come and keep the Pafleoveramongit 
thent: but we here withhold the Lords Supper from them that are 
baptized. ton kde CHa GE OS EOeaeG mah 
hip. Our anfiver is; theythat were circumcifed amongft the 
Ifraelites,. mightrightly keep the Pafleover amongft them,becaufe 
the whole Nation of Hrael made but one Church, and the'Officets 
or Minifters of any one Sytiagopue (the Priefts and Levites) were 
Minifters in common to thé whole heufe of Ifael. Ln proportion 
“wereunto they that are baptized in any particular Church, may 
wn Like fort require the Lords Supper in the famé particular Church 
wheie they are baptized,if there beno other impediment in regard 
of their unfirneffeto examine themfelves, whichis.athing requifite 
to the receiving ofthe Lords Supper,more then was required to the 
receiving of the Pafleover. But now'becaufe the Churches of the 
new Teltiment are ofanother conftitution nore ofthem national, 
as the Church of Irael was,but all of them congregational, Baptifm 
in one Church doth not give aman right to the Lords Supper in a- 
nother,unleffe the Officers of one Church were the Officers of all, 
(as in Ifrael they were) or unleffe that one Charch and tle Officers: 
thereofdid recommend their right-and power to another. 
2. Athird ground of our pra@ife in this point is taken fromthe 
cafe of publick offence, which we conceive ought to be removed 
tromall fichasare to partake together at the LordsTablesfo we deah 
with the members of our owne Church, and {o we deal-witly the 


a 


Seg. Some offencesin English parish Churches. 
members of neighbour Churches in this Countreys None of them. 
dre received unto the Lords Table withtis; whileft'they lieunder 
the guilt‘of any publick fcandal before the face-of'the Church: For 
it is our Saviours:dire@tion 5 ‘that if @ man bring bis gift to the lear, 
and there. remembers that bis brother hath ought againft him,be fbould there! 
leave bis gift,and go firft to be reconciled t0 bis brosher:and then come arid 
offer his gift;Matifi2332.4. If thisbea rule for‘a mans own'private dive- 
Hion,in cafeof private offences? , "it will be a rule al{o for ‘a‘ whole? 
Church todirect.an offending brother todo the like in café.ofa pub! 
lick offence : We-do therefore dire& both the brethren of our owne: 
Church, and of any other Church in this Countrey, that ifthey pre-- 
fentthemfelvesto communion with us at the Lords Table, they 
fhould firft remove fuch publick offence, as either themfelves, or the: 
Church from whencethey come,do lie under, before the Lord and 
us ;- that'according tothe figure in the Law of the Paffeover, no’ 
leaven muft be found among{t us when we.come to fitdown at the’ 
Lords Table together. 
-Nowthough we rather choofe to cover in filencesand-to mourne 
in fecret; for any corruptions found in other Churc.es, efpecially in 
thefe fo deare andneare unto us, asthe Churches of England be :* 
yetinthis cafe, faithfulneffe to Godandthem, and the neceffary de- 
fence of our owne due proceedings here , conftraineth usto confefle 
{undry publick offences, under which our Englifh part{h Churches 
lie, and wherein our felvesalfo weredetiled, whileft we lived im 
pois ee our Countrymen are-defiled that come: over to us: from 

mm. . a 

1. Irisa publick offence,thatthey comeover norasmembers of* 
any particular vifible: Church, (for they leave that relation where they © 
left their habitation) but of a Nationall:Church, whereof Chrift hath: 
given ysno patterne in the new TeRament: and in which he hath 
appointed no National Churches,nor any National worbip' to be per— 
formed by them. 

2: Iisa publick offence ,.thatthough they were baptized in 
fome parifh Church in England, upon fome Covenant, orftipula- 
tion. of their parents;or of fome in their fteed,whom they call god 
fathersswhich alfo was without warrant, yet generally they have - 
come to the Lords Table without any publick profeffion of their own faith,~. 


or repentancesor promife of performances of thofe Chriftian duties, wich theis:: 
mre tA Le Parents, 


Some affences in English parish Churches. Chap. 4e . 


parents, or others in their ficed, made for them ; whichis ‘ 

not onely contrary to the order of their owné Church ; -exprefled. 
in. the Rubrick beforethe Common Catechifine 5 bur pl. contrary to) 
theword of God, whichreceivethnoneto the fellowthip of. tlie 


penant,as hath been fhewed before. 


_. 3. It is a -publick offence, that in their parith Communioit,, 
(.which not communion of (pitit » ‘but.co-babitarion begetterls ) they. 


drunkards, whoremongers, prophane{wearers, covetous world- 


‘lings, Atheifts, Papifts, and thelike; whereby it cometh to paffe, 
‘that not alisele leaven,buta great nialfe of leaven hath deeply leavened 


bi ner | BS taildey 2 ib! 
| 4« Itisapublike offence, that they have worfhipped God accor.’ 


~ ding tothe precepts and inventions of men, both in prefeript formes 


‘of Liturgie,and Letanies,and in fuch ceremonies, as which though 
they be not ordained of God,yet are publickly enjoyned,as neither 
dark,nor dull, bur apt to ftir up the dull mind ofman to the remem- 


fealsof the Covenant, but fuch as profefe their takinghold of theCo-. 


‘brance of duty to God by fomenotable and fpecial fignification,by 


“which he may be edified. 
§. Itisa publick offence,that they have yeeldedwoluntary {ybje- 


ction and obedience to fich a forme of government in the Church, as’ 


the Lord Tefus hath not appointed in his Word , and have approved 
or by conformity to their ae and injunctions. | F 

hefe, or fuch like publick offences , as we have bewailed in our 
Selves. (fo far as wee had any fellowthip with them ) fo wee have 
shoughe itneedfull, thar our brethren alfo who came over tows, 


— the fame, whether by fubjcription, or by oath of Canonical obediences 


a 


fhould profeffe theis repentatice of the fame, at Jeaftin.a pofitive ac 
knowledgement, of the contrary fincere waies of the Golpel, bes» 


fore they be receivedto Communion withus, + 
sect. Vi. 
rR thefe grounds may fuffice to jultifie our non-admittance of all 


the Country-menpromifcuoully, that come over to us to the. 
Sellowfbip of the Lords Table, without further fatisfa@ion, the fame . 


alfo (orfomeofthenvatleat) may fuffice to juftifie our non-ad-= 
@ittance 
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mitcance of their Infants unto Baptifme. Infants cannot claime right 
unto Baptifme, but in the right of one of their parents, or both: 
where neither of the Parents can claime right to the Lords Supper, 

there their infants cannot claime rightto Baptifme.. And they can- 

not claime right tothe Lords Supper, if it be fo that we have not 
Jawfull libertie to. adminifter.che Lords Supper to the Parents, or 
to.one of themat leaft,either for our want of due power over them, 

or tirough their want of Communion with the.Church, (whereof 

the Sacrament 1s.a feale) or by reafon of fome publike offence which 

they lie under; (ashath been already opened.) Surely though this 

third reafon reach not livfants; yet the two former doe, and pre- 

vent as their Parents of juft claime of the Lords Supper, fo them of 

due right of Baptifme with us. For neither have wee power over 

chem, neither have they communion with any particular C’urch, 
being di‘mitled from the Church where they were baptized, and 
recommendedto none. | 

Againtt this fundry things are objected, and fuch as em of much 

WHOA § M8: chsh. cable ody bi! } 

; 41 Fhatthe Sacramentof Bapufme hath been adminiftred to 

fome who were ho members of any vifible Church, and therefore 

why nottothe Children of non-members? as Philip baptized the 
Eunuch, 4:7,8.3 7,3 8.and Peter baptized Cornelius and his houfhold, 
Att. 1064.7.48. Paubbaptized Lydia and her houfhold, the Gaoler 
andhis houfhold, .44..162.15. 33..\ Vo which we.antwer three 
things. : fee , = 
» Firlt, The Apoftles had anunlimited power, and might baptize ‘ 
beleevers profefling the faith, and their feed,» wherefoever they 
came, butthe power of Paltors and Teachers is limitted to their ! 
own particular vifible Church, whichhathcalledthem to minifter i 
unto them. : | 

_ Secondly, It cannot be proved that the Apoltles or Evange- ‘ H 
dts baptized any but fuch as either were members of fome vifible nd 
Church before they preached to them, or elfe they gathered them 
intoa vifibleChurch eftate,before they baptized them. The Eunuch ey 
an Ad. 8. wasa Profelireto the Chuich of Ierufalem, forthe Vexe o4 
faith, be came up to Hierufalem for to worship, AQ. 8.27. Neither let | 
any man objedt,, that his memberfhip at Hierufalem would not in- 
citl¢ him to Baptifme, {eeing Baptifme is a Sacrament of tie Chrt- 
| M ‘(ttar 
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ftian Church, not of the lewish : for whatfoever member of the 
Jewilh Church, as beleeved in Chrift as the Meffiah, and profefled 


«that faith, he was capable of Baptifme; for fuch they were whom 


Jobin baptized, Matth. 3. 6. and Chrifts Difciples, ob. 4.2, yeaall the 
--‘Ufraelires were baptized ia the Cloud and in the Sea, in the daies of 
Mojes. 1 Cor. 10. 2.. As for Lydia, and the Goaler, and both their: 
families, they lived together in the fame Citie of Philippi, 44.16. 


12. where was a company alfo of other Brethren, ver.4. and from 


the beginning of the Gofpel ( which doubtleffe was when he 
preached tothem, Ai. 16.) hefpeaketh of them asa Church: Know 
yec Philippians (faith he) that in the beginning of the Gofpel,no Church 
communicated with mee, as concerning giving andreceiving, but ye onely, 
Phil. 4. 15. Which evidently holdeth them forth as a Church-at 
Church, when he baptized Lydia and the Gaoler , and others there. 
And indeed the Commiffion which Chrift gave his Apoftles, hol- 
deth it torth, that they were by preaching to make Difciples, be- 
fore they baptized them and their children, Matth:28. 19.Now 
a Difciple (asthe meaning of the word implieth) isa Scholar in 


Chrifts {chool, and therefore when the Apoftles were dire@ed to | 
make Difciples before they did baptize them, they were not onely 


toconyert them to the faith, but alfo to gather them as Difciples or 
Scholars into a School of Chrift; and the School of Chriftis every 


particular vifible ChriftianChurch , wherein fome are Teachers, 


- fome are Difciples or Scholars, and his Difcipline is exercifed a- 
mongft them. Neither is it credible, that the Apoftles would 
baptize any, thatis, apply to them the feal of the Covenant given 
unto the Church, before they had taught them the Covenant it 
felf, and entred them into it, in which regard wee cannot eafily 


think, that when Peter baptized Cornelius and his family, he did 


onely perceive they had received the holy Ghoft, and evidently 
profeffed rhe fame in new tongues, ( A. 10. 45, 4.6,4.7.) butthat 
he cid alfo gather them into one body,dire@tingthem to the fpiritu- 
all ufe of the newly received gifts in the Communion of Saints,and 
baptized them into the fellowship of the Lord Iefus, and ofone a- 
nother in his Name. | | 
Thirdly, Wee anfwer, as the Apoftles were tranfcendént Of 
ficers of the Church, fo they received tranfcendent power to ade 
| | | . minifter 


-chattime, andthat Paul did firft gather the brethren there into a 
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muniftertheit work. As the Father fent Chrift, fo Chrift ent chem, 
foh. 20, 21.0 Wit, Cum amplitudine & plenitudine poteftacis , with all 
fulnefie of power, fo that any one Apoftle received both the gifts 
and power of all the Officers ofthe Church. Any Apoftle might de 
the work,not onely of an Apoftle,but of a Prophet,of an Evangelift, 
of a Paftor,of a Teacher,ofa Deacon. They do foretell(as Prophets) 
Rev. 1. 1.thingsto come, A. 27.22. They travelled up and down 
not onelyto bane Churches,but to water Churches, as Evangelilts, 
Alt. 15.4.1. Uhey-as Paftors, feed the flock of Chrift with wholfome 
words of exhortation, [oh.21.25. They as Teachers of the Gen- 
tiles, as Pau! {peaketh of himlelf, 1 Tim. 2. 7. taught them inthe mi- 
fteries ofthe Kingdom of God. They {as Eldersruled the Church, 
notas Lords, butas examples to the flock,and as Deacons they recei- f 
ved the oblations of the Church,and diftributed the fame according 
tothe neceflity of the Saints. Yea,though when the Apoftles came 
where Churches were planted, Act, 4.. 3 5. they did pur forth no a& 
of tranfcendentauthoritie, but did alf with the confent of the Church, 
yet in the abfence of the Churches, they mightdo any act which 
any Chutch and all the Officers thereof mightdo together. As for 
ought we know, they might in fuch a cafe impofe hands alone ; fo 
Paul might fet apart Timothy to fome fpecial office, 2 Tim. 1. 6. they 
might alone deliver unto Satan, 1 Tim. 1.20. theyalone might 
baptize ,. in asmuch as the prefence,and the power, and fellowship 
of any one of them, did comprehend as much as the prefence and I 
power and fellowship of the whole Church together; their acts 
therefore in fach tranfcendent cafes , are not patterns, nor prefi- 
dentsforus; but according to the meafureiof the gift of Chrift, | — 
| Wee are to move in our owne line, and toa onely as the Mini- a 
Rets of Chrilt and his Church , in the prefence and fellowship of the on 
Church, °. 3 
| 2. Ieis objected again, thatchildren of excommunicated _per- 
| fons, fuich as being caft out, are not holden as members of the 
Church, have yetright unto Baptifme, and therefore it isnot well 
done ofus to deny the Baptifme of the children of fuchas are not 
Members. : } 
_ That children of Excommunicated perfons have right to Bap- 
tifme,they prove by fundry Arguments. 
*x. From the confideration of the divers forts of Members, 
| 7 M 2 fome 
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fo me aré members not adually,but in the etetnall Counfell of God, 
as Paul before hisconverfion, = ae lad pest Ui vids 
> Sy So me are members onely in shewand dppearanie,as hypocrites, | 
Which are as wooduen leas faltned to the bodice. fx phate ae 
t sa Prat ete re Nitiles lp + eto MMIC 343 
3. Some are lively members, knit to Chrift by faith, to the brethren. 
‘By the fpirit oflove: i PR SRA Sages 
4. Some are decayed members, which though they belong to Gods 
Ele€tion,and are truly in graffed into Chrift lefus,yet for the prefent 
have nolively fenfe of the power and ‘vertue of Chrift: thefe are, 
liketoa legge orarme toa man that hatha dead palley,- which, 
though it remaine for a time without feeling and nouriihment, yer: 
being joyned to the bodie, itmay be recovered by, the vertue of, 
{ome tirong medicine,and made whole as the other. ee ae 
_ Of this fore are Excommunicated perfons, forin regard oftheir , 
iéraffing,they are true members, and cannot be quite cut off from. 
the bodie of Chrift, lob. ro. 18. And though they bee holden as 
cat off from the holy Communion of the faithful by the Chur-. 
ches cenfure ; as alfo becaule Chrift ratifieth in-heayen, what the. 
Church hath done on earth; and likewile becaufe in themfelves 
they wantthe free paffage of the life and vertue of the {pirit of 
srace, till they be touched with repentancesyettheyare not whole 
ty cut off from the focietie of the faithfull, becaufe the feed of Or a 
remaineth in them, and that knitteth the bond of conjun@ion With , 
Chrift. ae | 259906 dines 
_Anfe: "Thofe godly learned Divines, who doe thus atgue, wee 
doe fo highly efteeme , ‘and fo ‘deeply reverence, in the Lord,thar: 
were the caufe our owne, and not the Lords, we {ould rather ler » 
itfall,then defend it, by oppofition to the grave judgements of 
fuch holy Saints... Butbecaule wee may not accept 8 inthe 
things of Chrift, wee are forced to excufe our felyes-from fubmit- 
ting to their judgements in this caufe , which. yet generally in 0~% 
thers we yeeld unto them; Ouranfwer thereforeis, that howfoe- 
ver fuch excommunicate perfons as are truly faithful ( norwith-., 
ftanding the cenfure of excommunication) becanle the feed of | 
faith remaineth inthem, yet tothe focietie of the faithfull, joyned 4 
ia particular vifible Church, they are not knit, but: wholly cur off, , 
from their Communion: for itis not the feed of faith, nor: faith it 
felte, that knitteth a man to chis or that particular vifible Church, 
| but 
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but an holy profe(sion of the faith, and profelfed fabje@ion to the 
Gofpel of Cunilt in their Communion. Which profefsion, when a. 
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fait. full man hath violated by fome notorious {Candalous crime, 


ogy wilfull obftinacie, in ftanding out, in airy offence againft the. 


rule of the Golpel, he is now delivered unto Satan, and therefore 


wholly cut off from the Communion of the Churgh, and confequently 
from the jfeales thereof : himfelfe fromthe Lords table, his feed 
(w rich are-his members) trom Buprifime : hee. is not now as adead . 


palfey member, cut off from the bodie;. Ne pars fincera trabatur 
the Lord Iefus may ftilllay hold upon him: by his. Spirit , when 


yet hee canfiot in any lively manner for the time lay hold upon - 


Chrift,; and fo he may ftillremaine a member of the inyifible 
Church of the firft-borne, when yet hee. hath neither part, nor 
portion, nor fellow{hip in the particular flock and vilible Church 
of Chrift lefus, but is as an Heathen, or a Publican. : oh 


Now becaule the Sacraments are not given to the invilible | 


Church,nor to the membersthereof, asfuch , butto the vifible par- 
ticular. Churches, pf Chrift Iefus, and to the members thereof; 
fc: therefore as are cut off fom their member-like Communion 
withthe vifible Church, are cut off alfo from the feales, of thaz 
Communion, Baptifme and the Lords Supper...As therefore wee 
doe not receive an Heathen to the fellowship of the Supper, nox: 
their feed to Baptifme, fo neither dare we receive an Excommunt- 
cate perfon (whois tous as an Heathen) unto the Lords Supper, 
nor his children toBaptifme. : “3 
Objet. Itis objected againe inthe behalte of the children of Ex- 


communicate perfons, that itis notin the power of man to cut» 


them off from Chrift, though they be excommunicate: the perfo- 
nall finne of the Parent, may not keep the blelsing fromthe childe, 


and therefore not depriye.it of the Llibertie’ of the ordinance of, 


God ge he | | Ona 
Anfw. Thefame power of Chrift that ratifieth the Cenfure of 
the Church againftthe Excommunicate parent, though it doe not 
cut.off the childe from Chrift, (no. more then the Father) yet it 
cuts him off from the outward. fruition of the Corenaut of Chrit with 
his Church 5 and from the’ jeales thereof: For as Chnift gave. the 
childe no right unto Baptifme, but by the Fathers right unto the 
Coyenant, and Communion ofthe Church; fo if hee taketh a- 
f Way 
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way the Fathers right fromthe Covenant and Commitnionof the 
Church, he taketh away the Childrens right alfo. The per(onall finne 
of the parent is not in this cafe a meer private or perfonall finne, but 
the finne of a publick perfon of his familie. For as the profeGion of 
his faith at his receiving into the Church wasas the profefsion of a’ 
publick perfon, forreceiving him and his clildren(who could make 
no profeffion, but by kis mouth)into the Church: So his violation of 
his profefsion by a fcandalous crime , was as a publick violation — 
thereof, forhimfelfe and his feed, who ftand and fall before the 
Church in his name and perfon. , ; eisai ds seas 
Object. Tis yetfurther objeGted , We mutt alwayes put a diffes. 
rence between perfons Excommunicate,which do not make fepa- 
ration from the Church, (though ed be grievous offenders) and 
open Apoftates (which joyne themfelves withthe enemies of the 
Church,to the ruine and overthrow ofthe Gofpel;) and between-- 
‘Turkes and Infidels, thatare forth ofthe Covenant, and neverbe 
longedto Chrift. ) 
 Anfe. We willingly puta difference between the Excommuni- 
cate perfons atid Apoftates, and Turks; to wit, in firch things - 
wherein they differ. Excommunicate perfons are neerer to helpe — 
and means of converfion then Turks; for Excommunication it 
felfe isa means of falvation, 1 Cor. 5.5. and Turkes'are nearer then | 
Apoftates; For better it were never to have known the way of righteouf- 
nefe,then after they have known it, to turne away from the holy Command- 
ment given unto them, 2 Pet. 21. But yet in this they all agree, they 
are all of them as Heathens,Mat.18.17. And thetefore neither the 
Parents to be admitted to the Lords Table, nor their children to ~ 
- Baptifme. | i 
Objet. Moreover, it is {till further objected in behalfe of Infants, 
(2.Command.)If the mercy of God enlarge it felfto thoufands, why fhould 
men queftion whether fuch Infants belong to the Covenant, and fo © 
keepe them fromthe Sacrament of Baptifme, which is due to them 
by the rightoftheir Anceftors ¢ | 7 eo 
Anfw. 1. Ifthe extenfion of Gods mercie tothoufands, bee a futici-— 
ent ground to extend Baptifme to the children of eae ricate 
perfons, in the right of their Anceftors; it may fuffice'as well to 
extend it to the children of Turks and Infidels,’ and Apoftares, and 
forthe difference of the one from the other (urged in the laft Argu-- 
| | ment) 
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from Noah to Christ, asis plain in the Genealogie; Luk.3.23.to 38. 
and there have not paffedias many more generations from Chrifts 
time to the Turks and Infidels of this prefent age. Andthen if Gods 
mercy to a thoufand generations may fetch in’ the children of Ex- 
communicate perfons, the fame promife may fetch in all Turks and 
Infidels at this day : we dare not therefore improve the large exten 
fion of Gods metcy fo far as to give a thoufand Generations right 
and title tothe Covenant of God with his Church, and to encou- 
rage the Miniftersof the Gofpel to fet the feales of the Covenant 
thereunto. Sige 
. The true meaning of the promie we take to be, That God out 
of'his abundant grace and sich mercy .,. may and doth’ extend 
thoughts of redeeming and converting grace and mercy unto thou- 
{and Genierations : But he never allowed his Church any Warrant 
to receive into theirCoyenant andcommunion the children of god- 
ly parents, who lived athoufand years ago, much leffe a thoufand 
generations. Nay rather the Texts plain, that the holinefle of the 
children, dependeth upon the faith of the next immediate parents, 
(or one of them at leaft) 1 Cor. 7.14. to wit, fuch faith as de- 
nominateth them Chriftian-beleevers, in oppofition to Pagan In- 
fidels : and that holinetfe of the children to. fuch parents, is called 
Federal, which receiveth them into the Covenant, and.to the feals 
of it. 7 | 

Objet. Laftly,it is objected, that children.born in fornication have 
right to Baptifme,and why not then the children of excommunicate 
parents? The wickedneile of parents ought not to prejudice the 
children in things that pertain to their falyation.. | 

Anfy. The wickednefle of the Parent doth not prejudice the 
Election or Redemption, or the Faith of the childe : lephta,’ a. battard, 
is yet reckoned up in the Catalogue of Beleevers,Heb.1 1.3 2.But yet 
inthe old Teftament, a Baftard was not admitted to come into the 
Congregation of the Lord, to his tenth Generation, Deut. 23.2.and that 


‘could not but prejudice all the bafe-borne children of Ifael, and 
that in the things which pertain to their falvation. And. though 


God fheweth greater grace to them in the daies of the Gofpel,yet 
Greater grace cannot (by proportion of any rules of the Gofpel ) 
be expected for them fromthe Church, thenthis, that notwith- 
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whofe child yen have right to Baptifme | 


ftanding the fin of their parents,they.may be received into'the Con- _ 


_ 7 


gregation of the Lord, and fo unto Baptifme, either when their pa~ — 


_ rents repent and acknowledge their fin before the Lord and his 
Church,or whenthemfelves are able to make a better profeflion of 
better things in their owne perfons. “anos 

It is generally knowne that our beft Divines do not allow the 
Baptifine of Baftards, fine (pouforibus : “But. whether they ‘confider 
Sponfores;as witnelles, as fone doe who ‘fetch allowance of wit 
nefles from Itt. 8: 233, 4. or whether they confider them’ as’ Sure= 
ties, the holy Scripture gives no warrant for either in fuch a cafe: 
The place in Ifaiah giveth no foot-hold for Witnefles in Baptifme: 


The Prophet called not Vriah for a'witnefle of the Girctumaifion of — 


his childe s but of the. conception of a man-childe yet unbegotten} 
and ofthe Prophecie of fuch events as were to fal! out during the 
infancie of thechild: nor was it meet the Prophet fhould honour 


fo wicked a time-fetver as Vriah was, to-be a witneffe of the Ci- — 


cumcifion of hischilde, though the more prophane and idolatrous 
he was,the more fit and faithful a witnefle ofa miraculous predi@ti- 
onjto the conviGtion of amincredulous King and people: And as for 
Sureties,the Covenant is norintayledtoSureties;to fich asfor whom 
they undertake,but to faithful parents, pertaing tothe family ofthe 
Church, and to theirfeed. Icistrue inideed,thereis a large promife 
to Abraham, ftretching the Covenant to his feed ; not-onely tothe 
children of hisowne body,and to his profelite fervants, but alfo to 
all that were borne in his houfe,or bought with money, Gen. 17212, 
¥3.which happily may grant fo much libertie to a Chriftian Sponfor, 
that if a ftranger or wicked man should give him his child from his 
infancy to be brought up as‘his own, it may be baptized as his own: 
But that is the utmolt bounds of liberty in this cafe.And very doubt- 
falit is, whethér the promife pertain onely tothe children’ of Pro- 
felites, either ftrangers or borne in the hou’. But we know not any 
ground at all to allow a faithful man liberty to entitle another mans 
childe to Baptifme, onely upon a pretence of his owne promife to 
hayean eie to his education ; unleffe the child be either hom in his 
houte,or refigned-to himto be brotight up ashis owne,: ~ 
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Se&. 1. Church-cen{ures bow dilpenjed, ere 


~ 


Cuap. VY. 
Touching the difpenfation of the Cenfures of ie C harch, 
| S3rct. I. 


EE proceed not to Cenfure , but in cafe of kzowne 
57/4 offence, and {uch offence as cannot be healed without 
VA WAG (al Conjure. Two forts of offences there be, fome private 
NA ZN) between Brother and Brother ; fome publik and n0- 
ork | , jan toriows being knowne tothe whole Charch;or at lea ft 
eee see Se) to many. And of them, fome are more groffe and hai- 
nous , fome /effe. 
If the offence be private between Brother and Brother, the Bro- 
ther offended is to follow the Rule of Chrift, Aa. 18.15.16, 17, 
That is, firft to goe and tell him of his faultjor (as the word fignifteth ) 
Convince him of bus fault, and to admonifh bim of it privately 5 So that 
the plaifter may beno broader then the foare 5 private admonition 
is moft futable toa private faule, and exprefleth both the wifdome 
and love of the Brother , whoin fo doing both healeth and co- 
vereth the offence at once : If the offender take the admonition in 
good part, (as taking part with the admonition againft his owne 
finne) theBrother hath wonne and gained bim both to God and hime 
felfe : to God by repentance ; to bimfelfe by this experiment of his bro- 


 therly love : But if the offender heare not his Brozher , but takes 


part wich hisfinne againft the admonition , he chen taketh one or 
two more with him, (fuch asin wifdome he thinketh to be moft 
fit to prevaile with him) that fo by the nsouth of two or three , bis 
word of admonition may be eftablifbed 5 or if the offender heare them 
not, his word of accu{ation to the Church may be eftablifbed : And they 
coming to the offender and acquaint him with the caufe of their 
coming to bring him to the fight of his finne, which they under- 
ftand iscommitted by him;they firft call upon the name of Chrift 
to be prefent with them in this dutie according to his promife, 
Mat. 18. 19, 20. where he hath faid he will be prefent with any 
two or three that are met together in bis name , to aske of him, (for it 


is upon this occafion, and this chiefly upon which the promifcis 
: N made.) 
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Cburch-cenjures bow dipenfed. Chaps. 


_made.) And the brother offended laicth open the-offence before 
them, and declareth how ill the labour of his love was accepted be- 
fore, and defireth their helpe to affift him in the convi&ion of the - 


offender. If'they can prevaile wich him to acknowledge his of 
fence, and to be humbled for it; the foule of the offender is healed’, 


thanks are given to God, and mutuall love renewed-and increafed 
amongft themfelves. But if the offender deny the fa@, and there is - 
none to proveit »utthe Brother chat brought them, they can pro-- 
ceed no farther, becaufe the teftimony ot one againft one , will nos - 


fland in Fudgement , Deut. 19.15. If he acknowledge the fa&, but 
doe not acknowledge the finfulneffe of it , but ftand ftifly to juftifie 
it, then the Brother firft offended telleth the Church of it, to wit, 
in Gods way. He telleth the Elders 5 whoare the mouth of the 
Church , that by them it may be prefented before the Church, 
and the caufe heard and examined, and judged by them. Then 
one of the Elders, either by himfelfe, or calling forth the Brother 


offended, declareth the offence given to him by fuch a Brother, and — 
what courfe he tooke wich him (according to the Rule of Chrift) © 


to healehis Brother. Firft, by private admonition, but fo he pre- 


vailed not tobring him to a fight and fenfeof his finne ; then how — 


he tooke a Brother or two more to affift himin the worke ; but 
neither fo could he or they prevaile withhim ; which they being 
prefent , doe openly teftifie before the Lord and his Church : And 
fo by the mouth of two or three the word of his accufation is eftablifbed 
before the Church. 

The Church being thus informed of theeftate and carriage of 
the offence, the Elders doe labour in publick wich the offender to 
convince him , both of his finneandimpenitencie under it , not- 
with{tanding all che faithfulneffe, and love of his Brethren , in feek- 


_ing to heale his fpirit in private. Icis free alfo for any of the Bre- 


thren (leave and libertie being firft defired and obtained of the 


Elders) to help forward the convi&tion by any words of wifdome 


and zeale which God fhall put into their mouths ; wherein if the 
convictions. and perfwalions of the Church doe prevaile to any 
kindly humiliation of che offenderin the acknowledgement of his 
finne before the Lord and his Church ; the offender is gained , the 


finne is fubdued, others difcouraged from the like offence , and the Church 
wfarufied. . | 


eS see a o 


‘Sea. 1. _- Church-cenfures how di(penfed. 


- But if on-thecontrary the offender ftand out in defence of his 
fin, as well again(t the whole Church, as he did before, againft the Bre- 
thren, who dealt with him in private, the Church then entereth in- 
to confideration of the Nature and Quality of the offence., whether 
it be grofle and hainous, fuch asis condemned by the Jight of nature, 
(like thofecaft out by the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 5.14.) or whether it be 
{uch as (through fome mift of ignorance , or ftrength of prefent paffion) 
he doth notclearly difcerne the finfulneffe of it : if it be of the for- 
mer fort, they proceed then toexcommunication, both in refpe& 
of the nature of the crime (whereof more hereafter) as alfo in re- 
{pet of his contumacy to the Church. Ifitbe of the latter fort, the 
Church proceedeth not forthwith to excommunication of the of- 
fender, but after once or twiceadmonition ;_ For in this cafe it is 
with the offender as with an Heretike,who may erreat firft,and ftand 
in his error, for want of clear light, and is therefore once and again 
(according to the rule of che Apoftle, Tit. 3.10.) to be admonifbed 
before be be rejected: when therefore an admonition is judged feafon- 
able, one of the. Elders, with the confent of the whole Church, 
doth recolleét the offences and all the arguments of weight , whi:b have 
been publikely or privately ufed to. convince the offender of his finne, and 
~ difcovereth to him alfo, that invalidity and {hallovneffe of all bis an- 
fers and evafions ; and thereupon doth folemnly, in the name of the 
Lord, admonifh and charge him to fee the danger of fuch a fin . and di- 
~ -flemper of his fouley in maintaining of it ; that fo Gficbe the will of 
God) he may be recovered out of the fnare of the Tempter. ‘Whilft 
the Brother is thus caft, and lyeth under the cenfure of admonition, he 
{tandeth in the judgement of the whole Church, as. convinced 
publike offender ; and therefore, till.hebe reconciledto the Church 
by the penitent and publique accknowledgement of his fin before 
them, bee doth abftaine from: the Lords Table ; according to the di- 
reGtion ofour Saviour, who would not have an offender prefent bimfelf 
nor bis gift before the altar, whileft the guilt of the offence of his bro- 
ther lay upon bim, Mat. 5.23, 24. Oras the Priefts in the Law did 
forbeare to eate of the holy bread, whileft they lay in uncleannefe, Lev. 22. 
3. 4. or, as one who /ying in bis uncleanneffe , did rather pollute the bo- 
ly Ordinance of God by partaking of it , then receive any holineffe from 
it, Hag. 2. 12, 13. 
The offender then by cits publaue admonition being sna 
N 2 @ 


- 98  Church-cenfures.bow difpenfed. ~ Chap. 5. 
of his wonted fellowfhip in the Lords Table, and withall being fo- 
licited , and urged by his brethren and friends to confider his great 
diftemper of fpirit, in ftanding out fo long in that whichis evill 5 
If hereupon (by the grace of Chrift) he come to himfelfe, and fee 

. dis fin , and defire to reconcile himfelfe tothe Lord; and his bre- 

__thren,he then acquainting one of the Elders with his defire,is called 
forth in the face of the Church , tomake publike confeflion of his 
fin, and to judge himfelfe for it ; wherein, if the Lord help him to 
hold forth an ingenuous and humble loathing of his fin and of 
himfelfefor it ; they bleffe God for his blefling upon his ordinance, — 
and readily receive him into wonted favour, and brotherly fellow- 
fhip with them, in all the liberties of Gods houfe;but if on the con- 

trary the fpiric of the brother grow more & more hardened in his 
fin, and ftand out againft all means (publike and private) of his 
reformation, the Church having waited a convenient time, and yet — 
finding their brother wax worfe and worfe, (as is commonly feen 
in fuch cafes, wherein men are not bumbled under fuch means) 
then, according to the rule of Chrift, A@szh. 18.17. one of the 
Elders propounding the cafe, firft to the whole Church, and they - 
giving their confenta (as before for his admiflion, fo now for his 

~ expulfion) hee fetteth his fin againe in order before him, with all 
the circum ftances and aggravations of it , efpecially how hee hath 
taken in vaine » and made unprofitable all other means for his reco= 
very ; and thereforenow, in the name, and with the power of the 
Lord Jefus,and with the confent of the whole Church, he pronoun- 
ceth him cut off from the communion of the Church, and delive- 
reth him unto Satan, as an Heathen, or a Publican, for the deftru- _ 
&ion of the flefhy that his foale may be faved in the day of the Lord 
Jefus ; and all this according to the dire&tion of the Holy Ghoft, 
Aaith. 18.17. 2 Cor. 5.45'5- 
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Nd thus the Church proceedeth, in cafe the offence be pri- 

vate at firft , and leffe fcandalous ; butifthe offence be 

publike 5 and hainous and grofly fcandalous, fuch as is condem- 

ned even amongft the Heathens, by the light of nature ; as thofe 

mentioned by the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 5.11, Fornicarion, Adultery ,Inceft, 
ete? eee Le Murther, — 


Sed. s: Church-cenf{ures how difpenfed. : 93 
Murther, Rayling, Extortion, and the like ; or fuch as are generally 
accounted damnable and deteftable amongft Chriftians, as Idola- | 
try, Blafphemy, Prophaneneffe, &c.~ Wee take our felves bound to / 
proceed more roundly againft {uch 5 for in fach cafes the Apoftle 
doth not dirc& us to fuch gradual proceedings by private admoniti- — 
ons, but ifany Brother (faith he) bea fornicator, or covetows, or an 
Idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner , with fach aone 
no not to eat : Foritdothnot ftand with the glory of God, or ho- 
nour of his Church to accept an acknowledgement of fuch grofle 
ahd f{candalous crimes without further cenfure ; but ic becometh 
the Church, (being a communion of Saints ) rather to free them- 
{elves from the guile and fellowthip of fuch notorious wickednefle, 
by expreffion of their zeal and juft indignation againft fuch fins by 
— cafting out the committers thereof from fellowfhip amongft them ; 
for though the blood of Chrift, and the repentance ofan offender Bi 
doe remove any Offence, though never fo hainousin the fight of | - 
Godand man, yet God being jealous of his own glory, and of the ‘ 
honour of his Church, is not wont ordinarily togrant repentance 
unto fuch notorious finners, untill the cenfure of the Church have 


‘paffed upon them. | : 
| Whileft the offender lyeth under the cenfure of excommunica- mM 
tion, though he be excluded from the communion of the Church, Ma 


and fo from the Lords Table , and from all other liberties of | =f 
Church-fellowfhip (as- voting in eleGtions, admiflion of members, be 
cenfures,&c.) yet wee doenot debar him from etrance into the af- he 
| fembly of the Church in t7me of preaching the Word, or Prayer , or fuch a 
‘other worthip of God , asis not peculiar to the Church ; for this li- MW 
_ berty wee doe not forbid to Heathens and Indians ; and perfons ex- " 
communicate are but as Heathens, in refpe& of worfhip, alchough Wy 
wore then Heathens (even as Publicans) in re{pe&t of familiar pri- i 
vate communion 3; for though wee might eate with an Heathen, Al 
(1 Cor.10.27.) yet with a Publiezn the Jews would noteate, Aut. 9. i) 
11. no more may we with excommunicate perfins, 2Cor. 5.11. But 
we doe not read that an Heathen was forbidden to heare the Word . 
in the Synagogues , though they were not permitted to enter into i 
the Temple “(which was to them ofa Sucramental nature) Ads 21- . ie 
28, 29.nor.might they enter as members into the Cozgregation Deut. 
13. 3. to §, But fuppofe Heathens were forbidden to eget a 
. ord, 


hee ets gre a 


what meant by Common Confent 


Word, even in the S ynagogues , yet feeing that wall of partition be- 


tween Jews and Heathens is now broken down,as in other refpetts, 
fo in this, chat itis not now-unlawtull for.an Izfidel or Heathen 
to come into che aflembly of the Church. (1<Cor. 14 23, 24, 25-) 
As therefore wedoe not deny the like liberty. either to Indians or 
Negars ; fonotto excommunicate perfons: Moreover, this further 
compaflion and fuccour wee afford to an excommunicate perfon, 


that though we have caft him out of our liberties and priviledges_ 


peculiar to Church-fellowfhip , yet wee have not caft him out alfo 
of our hearts, nor out of our prayers, nor out of our care to re- 
cover fuch a loft fheep into Chrifts fold againe 4 and therefore ftill, 
though we forbeare all familiar fellowfhip wich him, and counte- 
nance towards him, that he may beafhamed ; yet we account him 
not as an enemy, but ftill cake opportunity toadmonifh him as a 
Brother, 2 Thef. 3. 14, 15. And if we bythe blefling of God and 


Chrift.upon the cenfure, or by the rebukes of many miniftred un- 


to him, that the foule of the excommunicate perfon be ‘humbled 
(as it was the cafe of the inceftuous Corinthian 2 Cor. 2. 6.) the 
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Elders difcovering the fame, doe call him-forth before the Church, — 


where he giving glory to God, and confefling his fin, and the juftice 
of God againft him, and holding forth a repenting frame of {pirit, 
to the fatisfaQion of the Church, they doe with common confent 
forgivehim and comfort him, and confirme their love to him, by 
receiving him againe intocommunion with the Church, and into 
all the liberties of Gods Houfe,as before. 


i 


¥ N all thefe tranfaGtions of Church proceedings, when we fay we 


Bdoe this or that with common confent, our meaning is, we doe not 

carry on matters, either by the over-ruling power of the. Presbytery, 
or by the confent of the major part ofthe Church, but by the ge- 
nerall and joynt confent of all the members of the Church ; for 
we read inthe Ads of the Apoftles, the Primitive Church (which 
is a pattern for fucceeding ages) carried all their adminiftrations, 
Spohmaddsy , that is, with one accord, eM/fs 2. 46. as becometh the 
Church of God ; which ought tobe of oe heart 5 and one foule, of 

ane mind, and one judgement, and allto (peak the fame thing, AG, 4. 
| : 32. 1 Cor. 
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32. 1°Cor. 1.10.’ Phil. 2. 2,3: Burif ic fo fall out, that any diffe- 
rence doearife, (as fometime there doth, through the remaining 
- darkneffe of our mindes, feeing wee all know but in part) then 
fuch as: doe diffent from their Brethren, are required to propound 
_ the grounds of their diffent; which if they be weighty , and held 
_ forch from chelight of the Word, all the reit doe fubmit, and yeeld 
thereunto, notas to the voyce of their Brethren only, but as to the 
_ voyce of Chrift 5 whofe voyce alone muft rulein the Church, and 
all the fheep of Chrift will heareic ; and all the upright in heare 
will follow it; thas Papbunsine is faid to turne abour the whole ge- 
nerall Councell of Nice, in the point of AGmiffers marriage. But if 
the grounds of {uch as doediflent, doe upon due confideration ap- 
peare to have little orno weight in them, the officers ef the Church, 
orfome other of the Brethren, doe declare unto them the invalidicy 
thereof : If they be fatisfied,che matter in hand doth chen proceed 
~ wich the common confent ofall ; if they be not fatisfied yet, ic ig 
either through want of light, (and fo through weaknefle of judge-  * 
ment) or through ftrezgth of pride, and fo through ftiffmesfé. of will. 
— ‘[fche former betheler, they take turther pains , lovingly to inform 
them, and patiently beare with them, till matters be further ‘clea- 
red 5 fothatatlength, they comeeither toconfent , to goe along 
wich their Brechren, or at leaft cobecontent to refer the matter to i 
» the judgements of their Brethren ; and for their part to fic ftill,and it 
to make no farther dealings with the Churches proceedings ; but ae 
if through partiality or prejudice,their diffent doe appeare to {pring 
from fliffueffe of will’, orfrom a {pirit of contradi&ion , (which yet 
falleth out very rarely) in fo much , that they will not de bronghe 
_ (by loving and brotherly information) to give way to the better “ 
judgements of their Brethren, the Church doth proceed with com-. lt 
mon confent co admonifhthem of their pride; and: felf-willednefie, 
and fo leave them sder the cenfiure of admonition ; whereby the li- 
berty of cheir voyce is taken fromthem, till they have cemoved this 
offence from the fpirits of their Brethren ; butif icdoe appeare that’ 
the diffent, whether of one or more Brethren, doe arife from fuch- 
darkneffe and intricacie of the matter in hand, as that the officers 
and members of the Church doe finde themfelves either unabie to 
cleare the matter fully , or at leaft unfit, in regard of fome preju- 
dice which may be conceived againft chem, (which fometimes doth 


fall 


_ who meant by the Church. Chap. 5. 


‘fall out, though very feldome) in fuch a cafe, when the matter is 
_ weightie, and che’ doubt great on both fides, then (with common 
content) wee call in for light from other Churches ; and intreat 
them cto fend over to us {uch of their Elders, or Brethren 5 asmay 
be fic to judge in fuch a’caufe ; upon their coming, the Church 
meeting together in the Name of Chrift , the wholecaufle, and all 
the proceedings in it, are laid opento them ; who by the help of 
Chrift, pondering and ftudying all things according to the rule of 
the Word , the truthis cleared, a right way of peace and concord 
difcovered and advifed, and the fpirits of the Brethren on all parts © 
comfortably fatisfied. 


SEC T. LV... 


i thefe tranfa&ions wee know not what might be fubje& to ex- 
ception , or controverfie 5 but onely that we allow co the people 
fo mach power in the cenfures of the Church, both in binding an 
offender to admonition and excommunication, and in loofing of 
penitents from the fame. But the Reafons that prevaile wich us to 
take this courfé , fem to us to have evident ground from Scrip- 
ture-light ; and therefore may excufe us from following the pat- 
tern of fuch Churches as rather confule with humane wifdome 
then divine inftitution in this cafe. 

Our firft Reafon is taken from the royall ruleofLoveand Wif- 
dome, in healing offences, given by our Saviour » Matth. 18. 17. 
where he direéteth a Brother offended , for the healing of the {pirie 
of an offender, finally to referre the matter to the Church. Tell 
(faith he) the Church. Now we cannot finde throughout the new 
Teftament, that ever the word Church is taken any otherwife then 
for the Society and Congregation of the faithful 5 unlefle it be Once, 
whereit istaken fora civil! Affembly, A&. 109. 41. Butnever for one 
Bifbop, or Counfebor, or Archdeacon ; for neither doth the Scripiure 
acknowledge any of thefe offices in the Church at all, (as hath 
been fhewed above) taking a Bifbop, as now they ftand ; norcan’ 
the Church, which is. a word of multitudehold forth a Bifbop or his 
Commifjary; who is but oneperfon : For, though one perfon- may 
reprefent a whole Church when heisfent forth in the Churches ° 
name, with inftruGions from the Church ; yet {uchis not the cafe - 

. here: 


5 


cometh in his own name,andthe Commiffary in 


taken throughout the newT eftamentfor an affembly of Presbyters, 
the Confiftorie is a word unheard of there. Nor are an y complainss 
direCted thither, unleffe it be to prepare them for the hearing and 
Judgement of the Church; As all The elders are faid tobe alembled 
iit the houle of lames,to prepare aud anftruct Paul for the Cattiage of 
his matter before the Church.Not any cenfures ofthe Church com- 
mitted tothe Presbyters alone, to be adminiftred by them; though 
they be to be adminiltred by them in the prefence , and with the 
confent of the Church.And therefore when the Angels of theChur- 
chesin Affa are blamed for neglect of proce eding againft offenders, 
‘whether Bulaam,or lezabel,or the Nicholaitans) the charge is given 
motto the Angels of the Churches, onely, but to the Churches alfo 


themfelves: Let him that hath an car hear what the Spirit faith unto the 


‘Churches, Rev.2.17.29, And though the word Congregation, which 
‘isall one with Ghurch,. be fonaetimes putin the old Teftament for 
Eldersor Tudges of the Congregations yet... 
1. Itisfar more frequently put for the Elders and. bodie of the 
OfGien le iy , - 

2. When itis put for the Elders and ludges of the Congregation, 
aS Numb.3 5.32.24 25, itis neverunderftood of them fittingin a 
Conjiftory by thenifelves apart fromthe people,but in the prefence of the 
publick Affembly of the people, who alfo had libettie in fuch cafes to re- 
{Cue aninnocent from unjuft punishment. 1 Sam. 14.45. 

Object InMat.1 8.17 when Chrift direéteth the Brother offended 
to tell the Church, he fpeaketh of fuch a Churchto whom we may 
orderly, and ordinarily complame : nowthis we cannot do tothe 
whole multitude, - . : 

_Anfw. We willingly grant, ic will be orderly to tell any offence 
tothe Elders of the Church, before it be prefented to the multitude 
of the Church, both becaufé they are the mouthes and guides. of 
the Church : art alfo meet itis all things be prepared by them for 
the Churches cognizance, that fo the Church be not eumb ered, 
(asfometimes it might) with unneceffary and frivolous aBigORS 
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people mettogether, ashe that obferverh the feverall places shall 
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A fecond Reafon why we allow fich power fo the. people in 
“Church-cenfires, is taken from the pra@tice of the Church of Co- 
rinth, in the cafe of the ince/tuous perfon, and that according to ‘the 
Apoftles direGtion, For in the 1 Cor.5.4,5-he direGteth the whole 
Church of Corinth,(to whom he writeth) That rhey in the name. the 
Lord lefus, when(faith he) ye are gathered covether,and my Spirit;with.the 
nosver of the Lord lefus Chrift,co deliver flrcha one unto Satan. Where Paul 
‘aying in the verfe foregoing, that he had judged already that foit should 
he dove, doth not argue that now the Church was at hand,, he took 
the power of judging the caulé wholy unto himeelf, and the publi- 
cation and declaration of it onely inthe Church, his that he had 
feen already evident cauf?, to judge the party worthy tol écaft ont 3, but 
direGed them to doit withall the power that is requifite to that 
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the Cenfure of the whole Church . mentioned inthe yerfe before, 
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-bks te Inthe name of the Lord lefas Chrift, in 
cipall power ofall. Church-confures refteths 1 AR 
5) 26s When they (that is,ithe whole Charch): are: gathered) toge- 
thers notthe'Bishops;northe Presbyrervalone. 2! 7 
“gin And Pauls fpirit with them, to wit, {0 much'of ApoRolicall 
Authoritie being committed tothe Charch, and-prefent with it in 
fnch cafes. bos yaes or bined oi nigin Teoh write cued) 

4. He fpeaketh of the power of the Lord fefis with them inthis 
action, which holdeth forth their Authoritie. ee a 
_s, When the Exoommunicate petfon ‘was humbled under this 
Cenfurey Pan) befeecheth themto forgive him, to comfort him; 
to confirmetheir love unto‘him, 2 Cor. 2.7,8. Now they who have 
power of forgivirig:an offender; have power alfo of binding: him 
under wrath: Ejufdem poteftatis, (re. ligare, Ore. O*folvere® 1 

Objet. 1 All this argueth no mote/but that forte in che Church 
hadthis powet, to'wit; the Presbyterie of the Church, but not the 
whole body ofthe people. OLS ATs rast 

Aiify. 1. There is no word inthe Text that ateribureth arly 
power tothe Presbytery apart, or fingularly abovethe reff: But as 


whorm the prin- 


the xéproofe isidiredtéd to them all; for not ‘ourning and taking 
thewftence to heart,’ that the offender might be taken away from 
among{tthem,(verfir.2.) fo is Commandement directed ‘tothem 
all, whet theyare gatheredtogether, to proceed unto thé calting 
of him out: Inlike fort,in the end of the Chapter, he exhorteth then 
all agaivie, Puc away therefore (faith he) from among ft you that wicked 
perfon; verf..rgycand:that -by a judiciall power, (to wit, as under 
Chrift) doe'inor yee judge them that’ are within; vetl.12.° And left this 
Judgement fhouild be reftrained to the Presbyters onély, he magni- 
fieth the judgements of che Saints, taking occafion from ‘hence’ to 
ftretch their Fudicature, in fome'cales, evento civill matters alfo, 
Knowyeenot:( faith hee) that the Saints shall judge the world? yea 
the Angels, 1 Cor. 6.2,3. And thereupon fie incourageth them to 
betruft the deciding of any civil caufe: depending betweene Bre- 
thren,to theIudicature ofthe meaneftBrotherin the Church,(ver.4.. 
rather then to fly fuddenly: unto Civil Magiftrates; efpecially a~ 

thoneflifhiewYeadheriilo sts to fied iennt -olnmormeg at 4 
Objet: 2. Burifthe power of ludicature be committed to the 
whole Church,together with the Presbytery,thenall the ee 
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~The government of the Church mizt- — Chap. f° 


~ Shall: bee made Governours} “and who then fhall Bee governed 
Anfw. The multitude of Brethren: are govemnediby the Elders; 
fo long.as they rule aright; to-wit: whileft they hold-fetth the : 
Word and voice of Chrift, whick the fheep of Chrift are-wonr to 
heare, toh. 10.4. But in cafethe officers doe erre, and commit of. 
fence, they {hall be governed by the whole bodie ofthe Brethren; 
though otherwife the Brethren are bound.to obey and fubmit-ta 
them inthe Lord, Heb. yor weg Saji) fistsogioH | 
Objeit. 3. A democraticall government might dolwell im Aekens, 
acitie fruitful of pregnant wits, but willfoone degeneraté to. an. 
Anarchie (a popular tumult) amongft rude common pedpleriins > 
Anji... It isunworthy the {pirit of fo godly learned-a man as 
maketh this objection to.preferre Athens etore: Ietufalent > pregnant 
wits before fandified bedytsnc 3 alishiota cag oberey tohau 
Auf... 2;. Though the. government were demoeraticall (asic is 
_ Hot)yet there is no tumultuous diforder,wherenot thewill ofeach 
man beareth the fivay,but the voice of Chrift alonéis heardjwhd is 
the Head.and wife Monatchofthe Church, °° fy Ws 
_ Objett. -Whitbe faid, tumule,aad.difturbaace,and ¢onfuGor cans : 
sot be avoided where the multitude have all ofthem,notonly leave; i 
but power to fpeak, and one will be readie to take the word dnteof hi 
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the others mouth,and one ofthemto th wartandcontradiét one ana 
other; and will not this make the. Church of Chrifta. confluence of 
Cyclops?: aries stistonl So sare bes ons re aol sai al Ayo mid? 2 
Anfwv. Allfuch diforder -is eafily and. timely preverited by the: 
Elders, who have power from Chrift to re{traine any,mans fpeechs 
whileit another is {peaking ; and to.cut.off any mans {peech that 
groweth either impertinent or intemperate s-che Elders gecint re- 
ceived in fpeciall manner the power ofthe:keys, they: have powef 
toopen.and fut the doores.of {peechdndifilencesih whichrefpe 
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the government of the Church isnot, meerly. dérnocraticall ,.“buti 
(as the beft governmentsbe) ofa mixt remper ;. inrefpe of Chrift 
(whole voice only mut be heard, and shis rule kept) itis a Monarai 
chy ; in xefpect.of the peoples power in choofing officers,and joynt 
power withthe officers.in admitting «members, in cenfuring of-: 
fenders, itisa Democracie, in refpeé of the officers inftru@ion and 
~ teproof of the people.in the publick minifterie,-andin oederin 
ofall thingsin thedAflembly, icisan Ariftocra¢y; what is ee 
G00. 
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But that we may more diftindlly declare. our felves wherein ly 


eth thedifferenceof their mutuall authoritie, both, ofthe Church 
over thie Elders; and the Elders over the Church, wee conceive the 
Church exercifeth feverall aéts of authoritie over their Elders, to 
sal aluthsatiease Aland Aneto Ms elas Gas bs SG 
) 2. Incalling andele@iing them to officesand in ordaining thém, 
alfo thereuntoin defeét-of the Presbyterie. ) rh 
4)2ccln fending them forth upon. pyblicke fervice of Chrilt, as 


the whole Churely-at Ierufalem fent forth chofen Minifters with 


letters ofinftruétion to Antioch, and other Churches, Atts 15.22. 
Now the Ambaflador is not greater then he that fent him, but ufi- 
ally inferiours oh. 13.16. >» Mi eCG AN net Be eek 
3 Inccafe of offence given by any Elder,or by the whole Elderfhip 
together,the Church hath authoritie to require fatisfation of them, 
and if they doe not give due fatisfa@tion , to proceed te cenfure ac- 
coading:torhe qualitieof the offence. .. For wee fee when fome 
of the Churelroflerufalem. tooke offence again{t Peter, for com- 
municating with the Gentiles; and contended with him about it; 
Petercondefsending to: giveample and due account of his actions to 
the fatisfatiom of them all; Ags 11, 2.t08. Fs: i gE RR pg 
--Jfadshonition;and (infome.cafes), excommunication’ be ordi- 


nances‘of:God-fanatified for the, (healing, of the foules of Gods 


people gone ialtray ; it were a facrilegious injury to the Elders, 
to deprive them of the benefit of fuch wholefome medicines, when 
the eftate of their foules {hould come to ftand in need thereof: and 
itbeing a ruled cafe , Cujus ef inflituere cyus eft deftituere , \f-Plebs 
obfequens praceptis Domintcis’ 7. ipfafas: Cyprian faith , lib. 1. Ep. 4.) 
maxime poteftatem habet dignos Sacerdotes eligendi, then ,.as: hee faith 
there allo, poteftatem etiam habet'Sacerdotes indignos recufandi, & 


avdicandi..». 


On the other fide, the Elders haye rule over the Church, and do. 


exprefle itin fandry aés.etauthoritie.: a55) 00. i. ENS 
-o¥s In calling the Church together upon any weightie occaftans 


2. In opening the doors of fpeech and filence to any ofthe ae 
: " ‘ t ly, 


The Churches authority aver the Elders, 


civill government, is in Shire eay TS OE ‘ 
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> 102 —»s The elders adthavityoverrche Church. 
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ce 
bly, s 13-15. unleffeit be where the Elders them(elves lie! uns 


er offence ; “oF fufpition of offenice ; and the offended parties may 
begin with them,. 44s 11,2. yet with due reverence obfervedjas: 


re a +e > ers 


"to their yeers, foto their place, x ‘Tim.'5 po10in yan sywsadiaud 
3. In preaching the Word, the Eldets have power to teach and 
exhort, to charge, command, toreprove, atid rebuke,’ with all authorities: 
t Tits’ -7-and 6.17, 2 F Het 6? Patiag yo: c32neiexs isin | 
_ 4 In difpenfing all the cenfures of the Church (unlefle tebe in their 

owncaulé:) for though they rake the eonferit of the Church, in dif 
penfing acenfure, yet they {eric on with great authoritie; m the ~~ 
Nanie of the Lord, yea, itisno {mall power they put forth in di- 

reCing the Church what cenfure is due, according tothe Words as én) 

_ Our Native countréy, though’ the Iudge difpence no fentence: bur 
according to the verdié of the fury, yet his authoritie is great, botli 
in dire@ting the Iury,to give in their verdiét,* according tothe law, 
and in pronouncing fentence with power and terroraccording to 
the law, and their verdi&. ‘Thelike doethe' Elders, in difpeiitings 

~ Chorch-cenfiires?? 82 2 < See oak 991g s0ns0b yor tt baie 
"5. The Eldershave power to difmaiffe the Churchandcharwbisip 
a bleffing, Numb.6 .23 to 2 6.which is ait aét of fuperioritie; Heb.7 17. 

6. Incafé of the Apoftafie ofthe Church; or of ther notorious 
fcandall committed by them} ‘and theixobftinacie therein; the EIA 
ders have powerto denounce the’ Iudgement of God againft ithe: 
Church, and to withdraw themfelvesfromit. Asupon theildolatry 
of the I/raclites, Mofés tooke the Tabernacle, and pitchedic withone the: 
camp,Exod.3 3.7. and Paul with Barnabas, vejeced the Lewes forithein 
blafphemy,and turned to the Gentiles, AG.13.45.4660 20 cohen 
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favaao] EE come now to the laft part of our order, which 
ftandeth in our Communion with other Churches a- 

s -mongft our (elves; though ont Church claim no!pow= 
er, either of Ordination or Fnrildiction , over another, 

{ for wee know ofnone fuch given us by Chrift) yet wee*main> 

tain Brotherly communion one with another, { fat as wee! mu 
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flsortnamies: fisby:way of Pareitipazion Iecondly, of Recomm: 

Contribution: efixthly of Admont . ae lois 7a0 *" 
_ Multiplication of Churchese'-. 
‘og, For Participation, we fionall 
5 allowed bythe confent of our Churches; that when the mem- 
bers of any. other Church are accafioned to reff with us on the 
ther cheperfoins themfelves, nor the Churches they comefrom, lie 


‘nder any publick offence), weedo admit chem t9 the parricjpation 
ofthe Lords Table with us: For we look at the Lords Supper, not 
onelyasafeal ofour:communion with the Lordiefis,, but_alfo of 
out communion with his members 3 an not 


members of our owne Church ,-but, of all the Churches of the 
Saasor storaxs vor) .coers Jo bevorqas bas OOP Pe Ape 
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Py) way of Recommendation, we.¢ 
Pier in this wife, When any of our. members by occafion_ of 

-bufineffe is calledto refideand.continue for any time in another 
Towne, we give him Letters of: Recommendation unto the Church 
tcinthatplace; giving teftirnonie of him as.of a Brother approved, 
csighd/intreating them to seceivehim inthe Lord, (as becommet 
coSaints) unto holy Coramunion. with them , andto ‘watch over hire 
in Brotherly love, tocbis building up, in. fellowship with the Lord lefus: 
The patrersit whereof wetake from Pauls recommendation of Phebe 
(aDeacdneffe of theChurch.of Genchrea)junto theChurch of Rome 
Romer 6. ry 2» Of which Letters; he maketh. mention, alfo to the 
Church of Oétinth, chioug hy nétas needful: for Aimielf,, but for 
others32 Cor.gux. But if abrother have neceflary occafion toremove 
tiimfelfiand his familie for altogether unto another Church, & there 


to take up his feted habitation , for the neceflary emploiment © 
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somone 


his calling, or for ot 


thefe forever. | +9 C aah l 2hrek S74 
~ > Dhe Brother thus difthiffed to“anotherCharch 5 bringeth his 


Chareh, deiandeth the Churches coifent for his acceptance Ifhe 
be well knowne, and approved of them, they exprefle their cons 
‘ent, either by lifting up of hands, or by filence : but if the man 
de wholly unknowne, and doubted of by them, though they re- 
ferye due honour to the teftimony of the Church which fent them, 
yet foralmuch as Churches may ete metines;: aswell inv judge= 
ment of perfons, “as of dogttines 5° Haine venialn pettmufy, dark is 
picifsim.) we take liberty totake fome tryall-of his{pirit and gifts, 
and then either upon his juft approbation of him; wereceive him, “ 
or if wefee juft occafion of offence ivhim, we returne him: with 
the ‘caufe back again to his 6wne Church; -who-receiveth, him 
againe into her owne fellowfhip, atid takes care for his healing: 
for we looke at our Church-covenant;’ asan everlafting covenant, 
ler, 50. 51. And therefore though’ it may be tranflatedor, te 
figned from one Charch to another , as Gods hand-thall direa; 
yet it is not to be rejected or violated by us, but onély by the mem= 
bers cutting off himfelfe fromthe fellowship of the Church byfach 
demerit, as expofeth himto'the jultcenfire of Excommunication, 
But if a member be importunately defitous to Taare Sop 
corse SS ea SOR le Onc Saleh aide iesied 
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See 3. Communion of Churches by Confultation. 105 


| the Church where he is unto another, and yet the grounds of his | 
! removal favour of nothing,but levitie, or covetoufneffe,or (Chifine, 
orthelike, according to their Coyenant ef brotherly love, and 
faithfulneffe ; the brethren of his owne Church labour to convince 
him of his finfull weakneffe, herein to diffwade him from his 
_ purpofe, to which counfel, God ufually toweth his heart to ftoop 
and fubmit. But if after all their diffwatfions, they {hall ee the bent 
of his fpirit unremovably fetupon removal; in fuchacafe, if his 
fia be not apparent, and his danger imminent, they ufe indulgence 
towards him, asniot willing to make the Church of Goda prifon 
toany man. But when men thus depart, God ufually followeth 
them. with a bitter curfe, either taking away their lives from them, 
of blafting them with povertie, or expofing them to {candal where 
| they come, or in entertaining them with fuchreftlefle agitations, 
 ~. that they are driven to repent of their former rafhnefle, and many 
times to defire toreturne to the Church,from which they had bro- 
ken away. 


hae lel me Ol 2: dag 6B / 
OC": third way of communion with other Churches, is by way 
of Conftdltution, whereof we have given fome touch before; as 
r. Intime’ofthe gathering of a Church, the Brethren who defire " 
| to enter into: Church-eftate, do give notice to all the Churches 
| 


about them, <atd défire'thie prefence of their Elders, and of fach 
other brethreii as they {hall fee meet to fendto help them with their 
counfel, in difcovering the {pirits aad ‘competent gifts of fuch mem- ‘! 
| bers as fhould joyne with them in that work: And further, to give | Me 
eounfel arid diréGtion, inthe ordering of that day, as hath beene J 
| Shewed abaye} O60! bite! Orecho tic Qe OKO N 4 
(2. Inthe-choice and ordination of Officers, one Church 1s wont to 
| fend to all the reft about them, for fich Elders and Brethren as may 
give counfel and diredtion to their proceedings,and approbation of - 
| the fame, ‘as the matter shall‘ require’; "as hach beene formerly deli- af 
| veredy) oc 63 ; i in aae | 
| 3: In-cale of difference of judgement amongst the Brethren of .A 
Church, in the adminiftration of Church-Cenfure, and the like, to pre- 
~ vent all {ufpition of partialitic or prejudice , the Church is fome- 
We P tunes 
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Communion of Churches by Congregation, . 


for the affiftance of fome of their Elders, and Brethren, to helpe 
them with their counfel, in difcovering and judging of the caufes 


lepending amongftthem, who giving advice according to the 


‘Word,do by the bleffings of Chrift heal j¢aloufies, and compofe dif- 
fetences,and fettle peace and loye amongft them, and this Alf hath 
been mentioned before. | . pees 
4. In doubtful cafes arifing in the Church,whether ofjudgement 
Orpractice ; where yet no difference hath rifen, but all or moftare 
uncertain, what were fit to bedone; aswhetherachilde may be 
baptizedby right of his Grand-fathers Covenant, or the like; the 
Church doth fomrimes fend Letters or Meffengers, to crave the 


counfel of other Churches; who deliberate by confidering and — 


arguing the matter, and agree upon what they conceive molt a- 


greeable to the Word; each Church fendeththeir judgements,and _ 


their reafons, either by Elders,or by Mellen gers,to the Church that 
fent to them. 
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Fourth way of our communion with other Churches, is by 
4 way of Congregation,or gathering together many Churches, 


or the meflengers of many Churchesto examine anddi(cuffe,either © 


{ome corrupt opinions or fufpicious practifes, which being {cattered 
and found in many Churches at once,cannot well be healed in any 
onealone. In which cafe the Elders of-the Churches , defitous to 
maintain verity, and unity of judgement in matters. of doétrine; 
and integrity of life throughout all the. Ghurches : doe -both ac- 
quaint our Magiftrates, being nurfing fathers tothe Church, with 
the neceflary occafions and ends ofa general anda folemne aflem= 
bly, and do alfo folicite the Churches to fend fome fit perfons, at. 
fuch a time, to fucha Church (wherethe Aflembly be moft feafon- 
ably held) to confider and difcerne of the matter in queftion and a-! 
gitation. ‘ #2) 8 rR 
The aflembly being met inthe nameof Chrift, and his prefencer 
called for by humble and earneft prayer, the matrers to be difcufledy 


‘> 


and clecred, are propounded by fome or other of ‘thie Eldersof that 


Church, where we meet,or by {ome other appointed by them,and : 
confénted to by the aflembly. Aw | ; 
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times occafioned to fend to the neighbour Churches (one or more) 


N £\ th met 
eee ntti hase nic NN ee tae AF 


‘ c 
c ; ee ee nwa : 
oe ia Las Te : ‘ ‘ ; 


Whert . 


Seét. 5. 


When thematters are propounded ; ‘the Elders do declare theit 
judgements of the points in order,one after another, together with 
theirreafons from the Word, at which time it is free for any man 
prefent (and all may be prefent,if they will) as well the Meflengers 
‘ofthe Churches as others, (after leave orderly cravedior obtained) 
to propound their doubts without offence ) whence difputation 

_ doth arife (as in At. 15.7.) till all parties bee either fatisfied or 
convinced, and fo the matters in controverfie are cleared ; and this 
courfe is taken for the clearing of all the points remaining , which 
may feeme to fome not fo fully cleared, and agreed upon, and the 
nature of them fuch as may admit further difcuflion, yea, and 
difference of apprehenfion , without dif-union of affection, or di- 
fturbance of the Churches peace ; yet for fatisfaction of Gods 

eople the mean while, ‘in fuch things each man is left to his 
Chriftian libertie: So farre as they are all come,they judge and mind 
one thing, If any bee othersife minded, who ih fimplicttie of heart 
fecketh the truth, and in mecknefe of wifdome and love holdeth forch the 
fame, we hope God will in time reveale the fame untohim: in the mean 
time, allagreeing in this one, not to condemne, nox to defpife one ano- 
ther in differences of weaknefe, according to the Apoftles rule, Rom. 
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“A Fifth way ofcommunion with other Churches, is by contribu 
tion or Communication in yeelding fupply to one anothers 
wants: for (according tothe ancient pretident, in the Primitive 
Churches ) ifany of our Brethren f{hould fall into fuch decay as not 
to be able to fupply their owneneceflities, iu outward things a- 
mongft themfelves,we fhould take ir our bounden dutie;to minifter 
to their wants according to our abilities, AcE. 11.29, 30. Rom.1§. 
25,2 6.Hitherto the Lord hath been pleafed, out of his all-fufficient 
goodnelle, fo to fupply us all, (each Church within it felfe) as that 
wee have had {catrce(any occafion never but once ) to exercife our 
mutuall love and liberality to one another in this kind, but ifneed 
fhould require,- we confider afore-hand, what mutuall help God 
requireth of us from one towards another in fuch a cafe. 
_Alfo, ifany ofour Churches do want fome fit members to it 
P 2 ploy 
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Churches by Admonition. s) Ch 
; ploy in fome publick office amongit them, and. (hall make known. 
their want to fome other Church, who may abound in fuch ble@ 


fings, (as fometimes the Church at Antioch had foure or five Pro. 


phets among them, 44.13.1.when others wanted)the Church that: 
aboundeth in fuch helps, is ready to fend and commend fich.of | 


their members as their felves may{pare, and are fit for office, (but 
not called to office amongft themfelves)tofupply the neceflities of, 
their Brethren. ae th ad Gi bret bs ae 


a 
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Sixth way of communion amongft our Churches, is by way 
of admonition: asif one Church fhould be credibly given to 
underftand, of fomefcandall arifing in another Church, whether 


by corruption in Doétrine; or in manners, and, upon diligent fearch | 


and inguirie, the report is found true; the Church hearing there- 
of, fendeth Letters, or Meflengers, orboth, unto the Elders of 
that Church, where fuch offence is found, and exhorteth them.to 
take a {peedy and diligent courfe for the redreffe thereof; but if 
the Elders of that Church fhould be remiffe therein (or bee faultie 
themfelves) they then certifie the whole Church thereof, to call up- 
on their officers, as Paul fentto the Church of Coloffe, to call upon 
Archippus, to take diligent heed to the fulfilling of that work of 


the Minifterie, which hee had received of the Lord, (Col.4.17.) If 


the Churcli heare thom, the fcandall isremoved; ifit heare them 
not, the Church offended herewith, taketh the helpe of two or 
three Churches more to joyne withthem in their exhortation, or 
admonition. . 20 #0 : ig 
If {till the Church wherethe offence lieth, perfifteth inthe neg- 
fe& of their duty, and of the counfell of their Brethren; either the 
matter would be referred to a Congregation of many,or all the Churches 
together:(if need fhould require)or elfe,ifthe offence be evident and 
weightie,and of ill though not generall conlequence,the Churches 
offended with them would (as juftly they might) withdraw them- 
felves from the right hand of fellowship, and fo forbeare all fuch 
exercifés of mutuall brotherly communion with them, which all 
the Churches of Chrift are wontto walke in onetowards another. 
We have never yet been putto the utmoft extent of this seca 
wards 
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wards any of out Churches: The Lord hitherto {0 farre prevent- 
ing with his grace, that no Church hath ftood out fo long in’ 


maintaining any offence found amongft them: But ific fhould fo 
fall our, (which God forbid) wee looke at it as our diticto bee 


faithfull, one Church to another, in like fort asthe Brethren ofthe 
fame Church are called to be faithfull,one towards another; Doe 
not Churches injoy peers Communion one with another, as. 


wellas brethren of the fame Church?. The Church in the Canti- 
cles tooke care, not onely for her owne members, but for her little 
fifter, which had no breafts, Cant. 8.8.,And would fhe have ta- 
ken no care of having her breafts healed, if her breafts had been 


diftempered and Bs corrupt milk? The Apoftles hada publick’ 


care (by vertue of their office) of all the Churches, 2 Cor. 11.28. 
And is the publick (pirit of graceand love dead with them? ought 
not all the Churches of Chrift, to havea care and watchfull eye 
over the publick good of one another? Though not rirtute officii, 
yet intultu charitatts. ; 


E | Sect. VII, 
ig hi feventh and lat way of the Communion of our Churches, 
“AL is by way of propagation 5 .or multiplication of Churches ; 
Though this wasa peculiar eminencie of the Apoftolicke calling 
for them in their life-timesto travell into all Nations to preach the 
Gofpel, to beget Difciples , :to eatash Pa into Church-eltate, 
and fotoplant Churches wherefoever they came: yet that which 
they did by vertue of their office, is referved unto the Churches of 
Chrift, to ‘profecute and carry along (according to their meafure ) 
throughout all generations, and inall Nations, for the inlarge- 
ment of the kingdome of Chrift, unto the end ofthe world.” 
” The power of the-keys, which was immediately given by Chit 
“unto his Apoftles, is alfo given by Chrilt unto all the Churches , 
inthat fullneffe of meafure, whichthe eftablif{hment and enlarge- 
ment of Chrifts kingdome doth require. 
If then any particular Church of Chrift {hall come. in proceile 
of time to be 0 farre multiplyed, as that like Bees when the hive 
is too full theyare neceffarily occafioned to. fwarme forth (as it is 


indeed the cafe when the voice of their Minifters cannot reach ig 
all) 
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all) in fuch, or in the like cafe , the Church furcharged with mul—" 
titude, may fend forth fundry of their members, fit for the pur- 
pofe,to enter into a Church-eftate amongft themfelyes; or if a 
number of godly Chriftians {hall come over into a°Countrey, | 
where they finde the Churches fo full thatthey cannot with con- 
veniencie joyne withthem, the Church maycomfoitably enicou-' 
rage them, to enter into holy Covenant amongft themfelyes. 
They may alfo commend both unto the one Companiie, and unto 

the other, fuch able gifted men, whom they may fitly,chouf, ‘to be? 
Minilters and Officers to them,and both then whet they enrerin=' 

to Covenant,and gather into Church-eftate, (as hath been fhewed’ 

in the beginning ) as alfo whenthey goe about to choofe and or- | 
daine Church-Officers amongft themfelves, the Churches already - | 
eftablifhed ought to be ready to helpethem, wit’ eheir prefence, 
counfell, and affiftance,fo farre as fhall bee found requifite for the | 
propagation and enlargement of the kinzdomeof Chrift, in tha 
multiplication of Churches according to the order of the Golpel. ‘ 
Thus have wee given unto all our holy Brethren, throughout 


{ 


the Churches ofour Lord Iefus, a juftand true account of all eur a 
proceedings in. Church-affaires; fo farre as concerneth.our way 
and order amongftour felves. Ifwee fall fhort ofthe Rule, in 
fome thing or other goe aftray’, it is our humble and earneft re- = * 
queft unto all our godly learned Brethren, that they will bee pleas 
fed, Erranti comiter monftrareviam: but ifthe way wee walk in be & 
found upon ferious and mature confideration , tobee agreeable to 
the rules of the Gofpel (as wee verily beleeve itis) let’ all the up- 
rightin heart be intreated, inthe name ofthe Lord Tefus, not to | 
judge or fpeake evill of the wayés of Chrift before his people ; 4 
But rather feeke how to addrefle themfélyes, and ‘to call on others uy 


to walke in the ftraight fteps of the Lord Iefs, in the kingdome 
of his grace, till we fhallall come to mecte him in the kingdome | 


of his glorie. | 
2 : See ES IRR Sane 


~ 


Se&ir. — Reformation of the Ch 


—= 


i a CHA Py Ty ; | 
Of the way of Reformation bf the Congregations in. Enelans, 


‘ad 


reno] E take not upon us as xAAetpicemoxears, to prefcribe unto 
ANG / fl ; our Brethren in England; (men of their Churches, (and 
aon? eminent lights in the world) what courfe to take in pur- 
| _-fuing and perfectingsthe great work of Reformation in 
England; Nay, we know our owne T enuity,and the {tore of bu- 
fineile enough, which we have to attend unto neerhome: Never- 
thelefle,as we cannot ceale to pray for, and feektheir good as our 
-owne: fo we cannot but rejoyce with them’ to behold that open 
door which God hath fet before therm, and wifhthat all their hearts 
were fo fat enlarged towards the Lord,and to his waies, as we hear 
his hand is enlarged towards them. Onely being abfent in body,bur 
prefent in fpirit,we crave leave to bear witneffe to them, «and with 
them ; ‘Thar if the‘Lord be pleafed to profper his worke amongft 
them, it is poflible to reduce the eftate of the Congregations in En- 


gland, to fuch a refotmation,as is futable to the patterné revealed in’ 


the Gofpel, according to the way of Primitive finmplicity,defcribed 
ADOV EL 8 1775 ne Hari etre s 


“Four things we oblerve in the eftate of the Chutchesin England, 


which make way for Reformationsamoncftthem. 

Firft, The efficient inftruments of their firft plantation, ‘whieh 
were either Apoftles or Apoftolical ment, whether Philip,or Iofeph of 
Arimathea,or Simon Zelotes, as atry of our Counttymen may reade 
in. M. Foxes booke of Ads and Monuments, inthe beginning of it, 
next after the Rory of ‘the ten Primitive Perfecutions, out of Gil- 
das, Tertullian, * Origen, Beda, Nicephorus. Which being fo, ‘wecan- 
not but conceive the Churches in England were rightly gathered, 


and planted according ‘to, the Rule of the Gofpel;. and, all’ the’ 


corruptions found in them firice, have {pring fiom Popith Apofta- 
fie in fucceeding ages, and from want of through and perteé 
purging out of that leaven in the late times of Reformation in the 


daies of our Fathers. So that all the worke nowis, not to make’ 
TAaeh | them 
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. them Churches, which were none before, but to reduce and reftore 
themto their Primitive Inftitution, . 


~ Secondly, The publick Service-book acknowledgeth, That * the | 
¢¢ Primitive Church there was a godly Difcipline , T hat notorious. 


« {inners were put to open penance, and punished in this world ; 


¢ that both their foules might be faved in the day of the Lord, and _ 
« others admonished by their example, might be the more afraid to” 
«offend. Which godly DiCipline, isa thing(faith the Book)much_ 


to be defired, that it might be reftored again. See the beginning of 
the Comminations againjt finners.It is theretoreacknowledged by the 
very fate of the Churches of England, that the prefent eftate of 
Church difcipline is not perfect, but defective, and fwerving from 
the Primitive godly difcipline. _ 


Thirdly,in the publick Rubrick before the Catechifme,it is ordered, 
¢¢ That when children come to years of difcretion,and have learn- 
< ed what others promifed for them in Baptifme, they should then 
< themfelves with their own mouth;and with their owne confent, 
“ openly beforethe Church ratifie and confirm the fame: And alfo 
“ promile, that by the grace of God, they will evermore endeavour 
“ themfelves , . faichfully to obferve and keep fuch thingsas by their: 
“ Own mouth and confellion they have aflented to.. Whichcourfe 
the Booke ina few wordsafter , acknowledgeth to be agreeable 
with the ufage of the Church of timespaft, That children coming 
to perfect age, having been inftructed in Chriftian Religion,should 
openly profeffe their own faith, and promife to be obedient to the 
will of God. Which direGtion,(ifit were as dulie obferved, as itis 
exprefly ordered)doth plainly hold forth,that the Church of England 
(as they call ir) doth notacknowledg any tobe confirmed members 
ef the Church, .and fo unfit to. partake of the Lords Supper; tll 
they have expretlie confeffed their faith openly before the Church, 
and promifed obedience to the will of God, Which if it be ferioutly 
done,. and not perfun@orily, is fomewhat of like nature with our 
receiving of members into the Church, and joyning them by Co- 
venant. : | Pinte ee 

Fourthly, In the Exhortation before the Communion,the Minifter 
‘<is direéted to denounce untothe people, That if any of them be 
“4 blafphemer of God, an hinderer or ‘flanderer of his Word, 
“an adulterer, or be in maalice, or envie, or inany other grievous 
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* crime, they fhould bewaile their finnes, and not come to that 
“holy Table, left after the taking of that Sacrament, the Devill 
enter into them, as he entred into Fudas, &cc, Which plainly 
argueth, they would allow no {candalous perfon to partake in the 

~ Communion of the Lerds Table: All thefe things prefuppefed, 
really performed, and ferioufly attended to,might epen a doore to 
fundry paflages of a more full and perfect Reformation. 


ocr, Lt 


| Tendering certaine Propofitions tending to the Reformation 
| _ of the Churches in England. 


‘ a Here godly Minifters be already pianted in any 
~Y Cengregations, let them (with due encourage- — 
sent from the State) call the people to folemne humiliation be- 
fore the Lord for their ownfins, & thofe of their fathers they have 
imitated. So did Ezra,and Nehemiah, with the Levites and Priefts, 
and upon the like eccafions, Neher.9.2.253,4.& Extra 10.3,2.9,10, 
For though the Parliament, &the whole Kingdome have. preteted, 
and Covenanted Reformation for the time to come, yet they have 
caufe alfo to be humbled, and that throughly fer the time palt. 
_2. Let fuch of the people, as are of good knowledge in the waies. 
of God, and of approved converfation, take up that courfe which 
the Service-book(as hath been faid giveth an hint of; Renae their, 
Covenant formerly made in Baptifme, profeffing their faith and repene 
tance, and promifing Reformation of life, not onely in thetr private con- 
verfation, but alfa intheir publique Communion in the Church of Gods 
yeelding profeffed [ubjettion to the Gofpel of Christ in the fehowfoip of alt 
his holy Ordinances. | 

3. Let'no Minifter,that loves the Lord Jefus better then his own 
belly, ftand upon his advocation from his Patron, but rather expect 
his vocation froms his people. ? 

4. For this end let every Patron reftore his jes patronatus to the 
Church. Or if it feem too hard a thing for them to part fo freely 
with their freehold, (though they ought frecly te givennto Chrift, 
who have received freely from him ) the Parliament may be plea= 


fed to give them a competent part of the revenues of the ies 
| ag 
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Castheycallit) and annex it to their owne, private inheritance; 
referving fo much to the afe of the Church,as may ftrengthen their 
hands in a fufficient maintenance of their Mini ery ; for though 
things dedicated to facred ule, cannot be alienated, or diverted to private 
ule without facriledge, yet that holdeth in fach things as are fo dedi- 
cated to facred ule, as that th: Lord acceptesh a [acred to him/felfe: 
But Ged no where in the New Teftament, hath exprefled his ac. 
ceptance, or allowanceef lands, dedicated to the miniftery, but 
onely to the fervice of the whole Church, and then for the Chur- 
ches fervice they may be difpofed of by their confent 3 as fome- 
times the Kings and Princes of I/rael gave away the treafures of 
the Temple, to fave themfelves from captivity, 2 King. 18, 
15,16, : = inate 2 wae 

os The people having called or chofen their Minifter ( one or 
faore ) unto office ina day of humiliation,let them in the prefence 
of the Minifters of other Churches depute fome of the graveft and 
godly members of the Church, to lay their hands upon him, with - 
prayer over him in the name of the Lord, fetting him apart to that 
office. The whole Cengregation are faid to anoint Zadok, to the 
office of an high Prieff, as well as Solomon to be King, 1 Chron.2 9. 
23, Which is a faexed right, as Impofition of hands ; and this the 
whole body of them could not doe,but by deputing fome eminent 
perfons amongft them to the performance thereof: But after they 
_ be furnifhed-with Elders, (a Presbytery of their owne)let Impofiti- 
_ on ef hands be given by them (according to I T4.4.14-) to flich 
as for the future thal be ordained. “ae! 

6. For the making up of a Presbytery,inftead of Par/on and Vicar, 
(wherewith fome (7 ongrcgations are endowed ) let them choofe. 
Pastors and Teachers:and Ruling Elders, inftead of thofe who crept. 
into their room, viz. the C burch Wardens, and Side(men, Bur let 
them cheefe and ordaine then ina day of humiliation (according: 
to Adis 14.23.) and not for a yeare onely, buc during life; and let 
the Presbytertes of al] neighbour Churches, take al} Opportunities 
to make ufe one of another,for brotherly confultation, bur not for 
Jarifdidtion, and Autherity one over another. And inftead of Gof-. 
leltors or Over/eers for the Poore( who crept into the room of Dea- 
cons ) let Deacons be chofen as hath “beene fhewed above ;- but not 
as members offthe, Presbytery, man 


ale ia Aste ie 


ve Sedt.2. | Reformation of the Churches in Encland j 


7. For fet formes of prayer, or prefcript Liturgies, let chem not 
be enjoyned unto the Minifters of the Churches; but let the 4/ini- 
fters as well give up themfelves wholly unto prayer, as to the Mi« 
_niftery of the Word, 44.6.4. © | | - 

_ 8. Baptifme may orderly be adminiftred to the children of fuch 
parents, as have profefled their faith and repentance before the 


Church, asabove. Or where either of the parents have made fuch. 


profeffion ; or it may be confidered alfo whether the children may 
net be baptized, where either the grand-father or. grand- mother 
have made fuch profeffion, and are {till living to undertake fer the 
Chriftian education of the childe ; for it may be conceived where 
_ there is a ftipulation’of the Covenanton Gods part, and a refti- 

‘pulation on mans ‘part, there may be anobligationef the Cove- 
nant on both parts, Ge#.17.7. Or if thefe faile, what hindereth, 
but that if the parents will refigne their infant to be educated in 
the houfe of any godly member of the Church, the childe may be 
lawfully baptized in the right of its houfheld Governeur, accord- 
ing to the proportion ef the law, Gen.17.12,13, 

9. Let the Lords Supper’ be adminiftred onely to fuch, as have 
fo profeffed their faith and repentance publiquely, and are received 
and approved members of the Church, endued with fufficient 
knowledge, te examine themfelves, and to difcerne the Lords bo- 
dy: free from fcandall, and of good converfation. | 

10, Let Officers in the Ghurch be redreffed, and removed, not 
by prefentments to Officers of other Churches, but according to 
the erder of the Gofpell, defcribed above, Chap.5 .(eé.1,2,3. 

11. Where the Minifters of the Congregation are ignorant er 
fcandalous, meet it is that they were removed, and better chofen in. 
their roome by the people;according to the counfell & direction of 
the godly Minifters and brethren of neighbour.Churches, Ho/.4.6. 

12. Where the people in a Congregation are generally ignorant 
and profane, it were neceflary godly Preachers were fent forth with 
countenance from the King and State, to preach unto them, till 


they were brought on to knowledge,and to fome meafure of gra- ” 


cious reformation. Thus fchofapbat {ent forth Priefts and Levites, 
to teach in the Cities of Fadeh, and certaine Princes and Nobles 
with them, to ceuntenance the good worke in theix hands, 2 


Chron.3 7.7, 8.9. ; 
o Qs 33, Til 
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13. Till the people be in fome fort duly prepared, and growne oe. 


up to fome meafure of knowledge, and grace, it were neither meet 


to receive them to a renewing of their Cevenanc formerly made at 


their Baptifine, orto the feales of it, But after they have beené 
wrought upon by the Miniftery of the word, to/ament after the 
Lord;as the I/ralises did when the Arke had been long abfent from 
them, 1 Sam.7.29. then let them proceed as other godly Chrifti- 


ans were directed to doe, Propo/.2,3 8c for renewing of their Coven 


want, for choice of their Minift.rs, and Officers, and for Communica- 
tson inal the liberties of the Churchof God. | ee 
14. For the helpe of the Univerfities (of the whole Kingdome, 
and of all the Churches in it) it were neceflary, that {ome experi- 
enced, godly, learned, Noble and Minifters, were deputed, to vifite 
and reforme the Univerfities ; That fub{criptions te Ceremonies 


and prefcript Liturgics were removed ; That degrees in Divinitie _ 


were not abafed unto qualifications for pluralities, and non-refi= 


dency,nor allowed in the Minifters of Churches,to put a difference ~ 


between brethren of the fame calling, whence Chrift hath remo 
ved it, ALat. 23.8,9,10. The wanyurns there mentioned, isnot to 
be tranflated Adafter ; for it is a Title common to all Minifters,bue 
Doctors; and the Academicall title of Do@tors,is fitrer for Matters 
of Colledges.&Readers in the Schooles,then for Church-officers, 
Here alfo {peciall care would be taken for fetting up of fuch Prea- 
chers in both the Univerfities, as whofe {pirit, and gift, and Mini- 
ftery, might be examplary patterns to young Students. 
A, For the effc&tuall and orderly expedition and tranfaGtion 
ithefe things, it were requifice, that as King Pebe/aphat did, 


oO 


of a 


_{o the King and State fhould depute fome choice perfons to do the 


{ame, te wit,to goe throughous all the Kingdome, to fee the peo- 
ple returned, and all the Churches reftored to a true ftate and 
courfe of Reformation, 2 Ghren, 19.4. 


Al which things are humbly prefented by us, not as if We wonld an- 
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